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Descendants of
Joseph & Mary Eller Deaton

A John Lewis Deaton

B Lucy Frances "Lula" Deaton Dillon

Bl Lucille Dillon

8

B2 Marshall Henry Dillon

B2t
B21t
B2111
B2112
B212
B2121
B22
B221
B2211
B2212
B2213
Bz22
B223
B2231
B2232

Arlene Reba Dillon Hurley
Carl Wayne Hurley
Eric Marshall Hurley
Sean Michael Hurley
Cynthia Ann Hurley Lewis
Nicole Marie Lewis
Gary Gene Dillon
Kristen Page Dillon Glass
Sandra Page Glass
Jamie Lynn Glass (twin)
Brandon Cory Glass (4win)
Debra Ann Dillon Baker
Kirk Parker Dillon
Lance Anthony Ditlon
Lauren Michelle Dillon

B3 Irene Frances Dillon Oehler

B31
B311
B3111
B3i12
B32
B321
B3211
B322

Judith Ann Oehler Weinel Rothwell
Chris Allen Weinel
Tanya Meyers Weinel
Richard Patrick Weinel
Mary Lou Oehler Brooks Kraus
Michelle Dawn Brooks Radclif+f
Kare Nicole Radcliff
Robert Lee Brooks

B4 Lloyd Daniel Dillon

B41
B42
B43
B43t

- B432

B433
B434
B43S
B44

B44|

Joseph Henry Dillon
Robert Eugene Dillon
Wanda Jane Dillon Butler
Daniel Leo Buttler
Angela Kay Butler
Nathaniel John Butler
NicKkolas Allen Butler
Christopher Paul Butler
Jackie Lee Dillon Gard
Cynthia Anne Gard

BS Clyde Wayne Dillon

BS1
B511
BS12
B513
B52

David Alonzo Dillon
James Anthony Dillon
Gregory Allen Dillon
Jennifer Ann Dillon

Kay Lynn Dillon Sweet
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C1
Cit
C12

Cc121

rginia Hester Deaton Dillon

Mary Elizabeth Dillon Shank
Emerson Dale Shank
Norris Robert Shank

Brenda Kay Shank

ciz2 Patricia Lynn Shank
ci123 Robert Alan Shank
Ci1231 Shanna Melissa Shank
C1232 Brittany Laine Shank
Ciz4 David Jesse Shank

C13 Virginia Maude Shank Yates

C13t Fred Curtis Yates

C1311 Paul Woodrow Wachtel

Ci1312 Thomas Mark Yates

€132 Cheryl Christine Yates Weiskittel Parker
C1321 Natalie Christine Weiskittel
€133 Timothy Keith Yates

Ci33t Erin Elizabeth Yates

C134 Pamela Thresa Yates Wissinger
C1341 Jennifer Christine Wissinger
C1342 Jonathan Craigh Wissinger
€135 Susan Yvonne Yates

Ci36 Cynthia Elizabeth Yates Storrie
C137 MarkK Jonathan Yates

cz
c21
c211

Fred Cramer Dillon
Lou Verna Dillon Wigent
David Ross Wigent

C212 Gregory Alan Wigent
C213 Laura Kate Wigent

c22

€221
€221
c221

Freddie William Dillon
Fredric Ray Dillon
1 Bobbie Nicole Dillon
2 Fred Kramer Dillon

€222 Susan Jo Dillon
£223 Lisa Ann Dillon

c3
C31
€311

John Fletcher Dillon
Sandra Arlene Dillon Huffman Tschirhart
Kimberly Kay Huffman

c312 Jill JoAnne Huffman
€313 Lori Lynn Tschirhart Scriba

C3131 Derik Rodney Scriba

Cc3132 Nicole Lynn Scriba

C314 Michaela Mary Tschirhart

C32 John Gerald Dillon

c321 Mindi Leigh Dillon

C33 Barbee Lynn Dillon Bivens Bennington
€331 Karee Elizabeth (Bivens) Bennington

€332 Jonathan Dillon (Bivens) Bennington
€333 Matthew Samuel (Bivens) Bennington
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D Delia Mae Deaton Schilling

Vadis Lois Schilling Replogle
Daniel Merrill Replogle, jr
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D11t Daniel Merrill Replogle 11l
Di112 Dennis Mark Replogle

D12 Helen Jane Replogle Cato
D121 Christopher Cato

D122 Michale Charles Cato

D13 Charles Grover Replogle
D13t Kristy Lynn Replogle

Di32 Scott Charle Replogle

Di4 Robert Paul Replogle

D141 Robert Paul Replogle, jr
D142 Michael John Replogle
Di43 Timothy Replogle

D15 Richard Harry Replogle

D151 Richard David Replogle
D152 Sara Elisabeth Replogle
D153 Jenni Colleen Replogle
Di& Mary Ann Replogle Vegso Hudecki
Diét Edward Alan Vegso

D142 Robin Leigh Vegso

D17 Ronald Terry Replogle

D18 Marsha Jean Replogle Helton
Di? Linda Carol Replogle

D2 Carl Wilbur Schilling

D21 Joan Mardell Schilling Crews
D211 Eric Crews

D212 Mark David Crews

D213 Elizabeth "Beth" Crews

D214 Leah Michele Crews

D22 Jean Marie Schilling Ellsworth
D221 Steven Clark Ellsworth

D222 Kimberly Marie Ellsworth

D23 Janice Carla Schilling Mercurio
D231 Jeffrey Gordon Mercurio

D232 Jennifer Lynn Mercurio

D3 Helen Mae Schilling Eikenberry

D31 Roscoe Albert "RocKky" EiKkenberry
D311 Angela Nicole Eikenberry

Da2 Delia Olive Eikenberry Beams

D33 William H. Eikenberry

D34 David Melvin Eikenberry

D4 Deaton Schilling
E Hannah Ann Deaton Rust
El Glenn Conley Rust

Eil Barbara Jeanne Rust Plunkett
EL i1 Deborah Sue Plunkett Lahman

Eff1t Angela Marie Lahman

E1112 Andrew John Lahman

Ei113 Aaron Robinson Lahman

E112 Elizabeth Ann "Beth" Plunkett Hartsough
E1121 Todd Michael Hartsough

E1122 Matthew Ryan Hartsough

Ef1123 Jennifer Elizabeth Hartsough

N0 0 0 Y0 0 0 0 0 0 000w wvo

12

12
12
12
12
12
12
1z
12
12
iz




E113 Daniel Eugene Plunkett
Efi4 Mary Jane Plunkett

E12 Joyce Elaine Rust Snider
E13 Naomi Joan Rust Parks

E131 Pamela Sue Parks Schwirtz

E1311 John Michael Schwirtz
E132 Patricia Jo Parks English
E1321 Allison Nicole English

E133 Rebecca Ann Parks Rosslet
E134 Brian Lee Parks

E14 Dean Carrol Rust

Ei41 Tamera Lee Rust

E142 Deedra Anne Rust

E143 Shaun Christopher Rust
Efi44 Laura Noelle Rust

E2 Geneve Clementine Rust

E3 Cecil Fletcher Rust

E31 Cecil Timothy Rust

E311 Aimee Janine Rust

E312 Ilena Rebakah Rust

E313 Lara Elizabeth Rust

E32 Rebecca Jane Rust Flickinger
E321 Martha Josephine FlicKinger
E322 Nikolaus Abraham Flickinger

E4 Fern Susan Rust Brestel

E41 Susan Jane Brestel Copple Campbell
E411 Cathryn Marie Campbell
€412 Karen Louise Campbeli]

E413 Mollie Donovon Campbell
E414 Patrick Donald Campbell
E42 Jerilyn Kay Brestel Clegqg
E421 Wendy Elizabeth Clegg

E422 Andrew Wesley Clegg

E43 Mary Hannah Brestel Meredith
E431 Sarah Lynn Meredith

E432 Allison Marie Meredith
E433 Timothy William Meredith

ES Louise Rust Blickenstaff

ESI Theron Blickenstaff

ESI Amy Loree Blickenstaff

ES12 Michael Lawerence BlicKenstaff
ES13 John David Blickenstaf¢
ES14 Sarah Beth Blickenstaff

ES2 Jo Ellen Blickenstaff Zerkle
ES21 Laura Elizabeth Zerkle

ES22 Rachel Tabitha Zerkle

ES23 Nathan Micah Zerkle

ES3 Jeffrey Lloyd BlicKkenstaff
ES31 Clayton Foster Blickenstaf+f
ES32 Maya Louise BlicKenstaff
ES4 Jonathon C. Blickenstaff

ES41 Jacob Lloyd Blickenowv

ES42 Joseph Rusten Blickenov
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Eé4 Margaret Ann Rust Jestice
Eél Gary Lee Jestice

E&LL Cynthia Lynn Jestice
Eé62 Duane Morris Jestice
E43 Melvin Leroy Jestice

E&31 Joanna Rebecca Jestice
Eé32 Joseph Winrod Jestice
E433 Maria Roseanne Jestice

Eé34 Michae! Andrew Jestice
E&35 Anita Renee Jestice

E434 Raquei Andrea Jestice

E&37 Elizabet Christina Jestice
E438 Gabriel Luke Jestice

Eé4 Lori Jean Jestice Yanes

E7 Maxine Virginia Rust Ashbaugh
E?1 Jenny Sue Ashbaugh Fernsler
E711 Hannah Marie Fernsler

E?12 t.elah Renee Fernsler

E72 Keith Eldon Ashbaugh

E721 Hayley Renee Ashbaugh

E722 Elise Nicole Ashbaugh

E723 Christopher David Ashbsaugh
E7?3 David Alan Ashbaugh

E?31 Carrie Jill Ashbaugh

€732 Jonathan David Ashbaugh
E74 Julie Elaine Ashbaugh Chitwood
E741 Timothy Michael Chitwood
L7412 Emily Anne Chit wioxl
F Ollie Clementine Deaton

G Joseph Thomas Deatn

G! Mary Frances Deaton Hartman
Git Howard Chester "Chet" Hartman
G111l Melissa Ann Hartman
Gi12 Michael Todd Hartman
Gi2 Joseph Dale Hartman

G122l Jeffrey Dale Hartman
6122 Jolene Faith Hartman
6123 Janelle Lynn Hartman
G613 Paul David Hartman

G131 Randy Michael Hartman
G132 Douglas Alan Hartman

H Willie Monroe Deaton

Hi Mark Joseph Deaton

H2 Daniel Foutz Deaton

H21 Janice Elaine Deaton Miller

H3 Grace Elizabeth Deaton 5mith

H31 David Malcolm Smith

H32 Marilyn Elizabeth Smith Nelson
H321 Alan Frederick Nelson

H322 Elizabeth Laura Nelson

H33 Lyle Frederick Smith

H331 Gaston Cedric Smith
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H34 Neil William Smith 19

H3% Lorita Ellen Smith Janas 19
H3351 Michael Robert Janas 20
H36 Lucinda Elaine Smith 20
H37 Kenneth Lansdale Smith 20
H4 Martha Mary Deaton Mason 20
H41 Stephen Carl Mason 20
H4il Daniel Estaben Mason 20
H412 Michael Andrew Mason 20
Ha2 John Mark Mason 20
H421 Sarah Anne Mason 20
H422 Margaret Sue Mason 20
H43 Larry Joseph Mason 20
H431 Sarah Elizabeth Mason 20
H432 Angela Kay Mason 20
H44 Linda Joyce Mason Dale 20
H441 Maria Joy Dale 20
H442 Stephanie Laurel Dale 20
H4S Ann Marie Mason Bach 29
H451 Elizabeth Marie Bach 20
HS John William Deaton 20
HS1 Diane Elizabeth Deaton 20
H32 Ronald Wayne Deaton ‘ 21
HS521 Matthew Howard Deaton 21
HS22 Bradley Jonathan Ormsby Deaton 21
H323 Brian Wayne Deaton 21
H53 Eva Marie Deaton 21
HS4 Lois Lucinda Deaton 21
HSS Joyce Elaine Deaton 21
H34 Pametla Sue Deaton 21
Hé Esther Mae Deaton Mason 21
H&1 Fara Jean Mason 21
Héz Kathy Ann Mason 21
Hé3 Susan Elaine Mason 21
Hé4 Sharon Hope Mason Thomson 21
H&S Rita Elizabeth Mason Wareham 21
Héé Jonathan Paul Mason 21
Hé? Maria Joy Mason 21
I Newton Asberry Deaton 22
11 Rachel Ardell Deaton Shank Flora 22
It James Earl Shank 22
112 Esther Jane Shank 22
113 Carot Ardel! Shank Colclasure 22
12 Alice Marie Deaton Geeting : 22
121 Allen Dexter Geeting 22
1211 Katherine Danielle Geeting Bechler 22
12111 Madeline Claire Bechler 22
1212 Heather Marie Geeting Glosson 22z
1213 Mark Edwin Geeting 22
122 Byron Keith Geeting 22
1221 Derek Edwin Geeting 23
1222 Pamela Marcelle (Brown) Geeting Smith 23
12221 Michael Erek Smith 23
1223 Adrian Keith Geeting 23
13 Robert Newton Deaton 22
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14 Donald Norman Deaton
141 Linda Sue Deaton Hapner
1411 Donald Eugene Hapner
1412 Gregory Allen Hapner
1413 Brian Ray Hapner
142 Stephen Allen Deaton

1421 Elizabeth Ann "Annie" Deaton

1422 Leslie Ilene Deaton

143 Donna Marie Deaton Elliott
1431 Mary Elizabeth (Mary Beth) Elliott

144 Sarah Ann Deaton Ward
1441 Rachel llene Ward
IS5 Francis Asberry Deaton

J Mary Lessie Leah Deaton Brown

Ji Richard Eugene Brown

Jil James Richard Brown

Jili Corinne Marie Brown
Jii2 Lauren Caye Brown

Ji2 Cynthia Marie Brown

J13 Paul Dean Brown

J131 Richard Michael Brown -

J132 Barbara Ann Michelle Brown
J133 Elizabeth Anastasia Marie Brown

J14 Sue Ellen Brown Beatty
J141 Courtney Leah Beatty
Ji142 Justin Evan Beatty

J143 Ashley Allison Beatty

K Runella Ethelene Deaton Brubaker

K1 Harold Amos Brubaker

K11 Juel Ann Brubaker Durham
Kitt Phillip Calvin Durham
Kii2 Michael Leon Durham
K113 John Randall Durham
KiZ Nancy Irene Brubaker

K2 Ruth Sophia Brubaker Bowman
K21 Bonnie Lou Bowman Miller
K211 Beth Ann Miller

K212 Barbara Sue Miller
K213 Betsy Lou Miller

K214 Brenda Kay Miller

K215 Brenton Everette Miller
K216 Becky Renee Miller

K22 Betty Ann Bowman Cook
K221 Rebekah Annette Cook
K23 Mary Jane Bowman Beery
K231 Daniel Harvey Beery
K232 Benjamin Lee Beery
K233 Joseph Alan Beery

K234 Rachel Lorene Beery
K24 Daniel Amos Bowman

K241 Bradliey Daniel Bowman
K3 Anna Mary Brubaker Brower
K31 Doyle Alan Brower
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K311 Deanna Elaine Brower
K312 Danielle Renee Brower

K32 Anita Ann Brower

K33 Denton Howard Brower
K331 Jaret Scott Brower

K332 Kira Lynn Brower

K34 Areda Sue Brower Rieder
K4 Leah Ellen Brubaker Metzger

K41  Mark Wayne Metzger

K41t Carrie Loree Metzger
K412 Jonathan Llioyd Metzger

K413 David Levi Metzger

K42 Marvin Lee Metzger

K421 Nathan Lee Metzger

K422 Sarah Marie Metzger
K423 Aaron David Metzger
K424 Joel Dennis Metzger

K43 Merlin Ray Metzger

K431 Nicholas Leon Metzger
K432 Caleb Benjamin Metzger
K433 Anthony Wade Metzger

K44  Marilyn Sue Metzger Brubaker
K441 Naaman Eugene Brubaker: (twin)

K442 Laban Lee Brubaker (twin)
K443 amos Orlin Brubaker

K4S Melvin John Metzger

L Mark Eller Deaton
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INTRODUCTION

JOSEPH FLETCHER DEATON
1856-1941
and
MARY CLEMENTINE ELLER
1858-1925
FAMILY

DEATON

Several people throughout the United States are researching the DEATON family.
We are indebted to them for some background material including the wills of
John and Lev], sr. Deaton. DEATON name origlinated in England. Varlations of
spelling are: Dyghton, Deighton, Deeton. The name was probably taken from
Dykestown, meaning a town with a ditch. In America other spellings are:
Dayton, Deyton, Daton and Datton.

Records show that Willlam Deaton sailed from England in 1640 on the ship
*Assurance*. He is sald to have landed North Hampton, Virginia on January 1t,

1641. The first Deaton of our line was in mid 1700’s. We don’t know if our
line connects to this William. '

Levi Deaton, sr. dled 1799; his will s dated 20 April 1799. He marrled
Martha Cady (last name not verified). Suggested birth years are 1748 for Levi
and 1753 for Martha. She died 13 April 1822 in Botetourt County, Virginla.
He died in Amelia County, Virginia. They had 9 children:

1. John b 14 Mar 1777 Amella Co., died 10 Apr 1861 Roanoke Co. is our
ancestor.

EllJah b 1778

James b 1779, d 1854

Willlam b 1781

Levi, Jr. b 1783

Ellzabeth b 1784 married Edward Butler
George b 1791, d 1827

Martha b 1794 married Thomas Cade
Nathan b 1800, d 1867

OVO~NAUTLE W

John Deaton was married 6 times, outliving 5 of his wives.

1. Mary C. Jones m 23 Dec 1801 d 9 Dec 1803
2. Elizabeth Forest m 1| Aug 1804 d 9 Dec 18i1
3. Jane Baker m 21 May 1812 d 13 Aug 1823 and thought to be mother of

Littleberry Hardiman Deaton b 1816, Francis Asberry Deaton b 1817,
and Jane Hester Deaton b 1820

Frances Foster m 14 Jul 1824 d 1 Jan 1848
Ellzabeth (Barnett) Rayborn m 30 Aug 1849 d 23 Aug 1851. John was

listed as 72 years old and as a Methodist clergyman at the time of
this marrlage.

6. Luvina Eller m 22 Jun 1855

a s
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Information on John Deaton's chiidren is as follows:

1. Mary C. "Polly" Deaton (dau of Elizabeth Forrest) B. 10-25-1807
. Jessie Goodman ‘M. 12-14-1837
D. 6 -20-1897
2, Saran F. "Sally" Deaton(dau of Elizabeth Forrest) B. 4-37-1809
, George Temple M. c¢. 1828
D. after 188
3. James W. Deaton (son of Elizabeth Forrest) B. 5-27-1811
. D. 2-30-1813
4 ,Eliza J. Deaton (dau of Jane Baker) B. 3- 9-1813
William Horn M. 4-16-1839
D. after 1883
5.John Wesley Deaton (son of Jane Baker) B. 7-31-1814
D. 8-15-1822
g+ Jane Hester Deaton (dau of Jane Baker B. 3-19-1820
John W. Day M 8-13- 1340
D 1-23-1851
6.5Ldttléberry Hardiman Deaton (son of Jane Baker) B.. 1—16—1816
Clementine Mary Sargent  12-17-1846
D. 4-16-1905
7. Francis Asterry (son of Jane Baker) B. 9-09-1817
. Anna Frances Eller M. 9-01-1849
/ D. 1-13-{865
9. William F. Deaton (son of Jane Baker) B.11-30-1822
' D. 9-16-1824
Marriages of Reverend John Deaton
1. Mary C. Jones 23 Dec 1801 D. 12-09-1803
12-09-1811
2. Elizateth Forrest 01 Aug 1804 D. 7
3. Jane Baker 21 May 1812 D. 08-13-1823
L, Frances Foster 14 Jul 1824 D.}01-01—1848
5. Elizabeth Barnett Rayburn 30 Aug 1849 D. 08-23-1851

6. Luvina Eller 22 Jun 1855

John Deaton Senior born 01 May 1777 died April 10, 1861



Franclis Asberry Deaton b 9 Sep 1817 Roanoke Co., VA, d 13 Jan 1865 same
county. (J. F. Deaton, his son, sald his father died of pneumonia while
standing guard duty in or near Richmond, VA but no records have verifled
this.) He married 1 Sep 1849 Anna Frances Eller 1832-1906. She daughter of
Abram and Mary "Polly" Wertz Eller. <(Anna is sister of John W. Eller--see
Mary C. Eller’s line.) Anna‘s birth 2 May 1832, died 30 Dec 1906. This
couple lived their entire life in Roanoke Co., VA where their 8 children were
born. Their children:

1. Mary C. Deaton b 13 Oct 1851, d 5 Jul 1855

2. John Alexander Deaton b 1{ May 1853, d 27 Sep 1930, m 7 Jun 1875
Bettie Loulse Poague b 30 Aug 1858, d 1936. They lived
Wichita Falls, TX. They had 7 children: Jennie Lee Brown, Lena
Buchman, Oscar, Irvin, Leon, Clifford and Ernest.

3. Charlie Wesley Deaton b 10 Aug 1854, d 23 Apr 1941, m S Sep 1875
Thodosia "Docia® Ann Medley d 19 Oct 1939. They had 3 children:
Nettie, Ray and . They lived In Virginia.

(E:) Joseph Fletcher Deaton: 1line follows in detail, page one.
]

Frances Elizabeth "Fannie" Deaton b 12 Oct 1858, d __Apr 1892, m 7
Dec 1876 William Kessler b , d 13 Mar 1930. They lived in

Kansas. Their 3 children: Berta Ball b 1883, Olive b 1885 and John b
d 28 Feb 1965. .

6. Hester Ann Deaton b 2 Sep 1860, d 20 Jun 1930, m 16 Nov 1882 James A.
Campbell b 15 Mar 1853, d 25 Jun 1931. They llved in Fristoe, MO.
One son, John (other chlldren?).

7. Madora Docia "Dora® Deaton b 17 Mar 1862, d 12 Jan 1935, m 23 Dec
1880 David E. Tyler b d 1935. They lived in
Roanoke, VA. Their children: Luther Tyler and Rosa Saker.

8. Willlam Asberry Franclis Deaton b 30 Apr 1864, d 27 Mar 1953, m 8 Oct
1884 Mary Margaret "Maggie® Brubaker b 11 Oct 1861, d 10 Mar 1946.
They lived In Preble Co., OH and their 7 children: Ellas, Ezra,
Emory, Susle Fisher, Dora Neff, Virgil and Willie.

Anna F. Deaton m 2nd 14 Nov 1865 John W. Deaton b 26 (or 28?) Oct 1838, d 30

Nov 1911 son of William and Elizabeth Deaton. They were married by Rev. John
Eller. Their 6 chlldren:

1. Sarah Ellzabeth "Bettie" Deaton b 25 Aug 1866, d 23 Sep 1936, m 11
Feb 1892 James Trout b 14 Feb 1870, d 12 Mar 1949. They lived in

Roanoke, VA. Their 4 children: Virgie Gwantly, Willie, Fanny DeBusk
and Clarence.

2. Henry Robert Deaton b 16 Mar 1868, d 2 Mar 1947, m 26 Dec 1895 Minnie

V. Stotz b , d 18 Feb 1938. One chlld, Harry. They lived in
Virginia.

3. David Preston Deaton b 12 Jun 1869 d 11 Feb 1959, m 19 Dec 1895 Annie
Lee Mowles b 1 Apr 1876, d __ Oct 1975. They lived in Salem, VA,

their 5 children: Maude Grice, Herbert, Roy, Essie Gordon and Gladys
Lial.

Introduction Page 2



4. 1lda Jane Deaton b 1 Jul 187%f, d 16 Jul 1872.

5. James Thomas Deaton b 4 Apr 1874, d 19 Jan 1959, m 25 Apr 1906 Mattie
Wiltllams b ______ , d 19 Nov 1906. He m 2nd Lula Willlams
(sister of Mattie) b 6 Nov 1871, d 14 Feb 1949, They lived In
Roanoke, VA.

6. Nannie M. Deaton b 20 Aug 1876, d 13 Apr 1961, m 22 Nov 1894 Luther
Trout b 14 Feb 1877, d 6 Jan 1949. They lived in Roanoke, VA. Their

7 children: Berta Long, Bernard, Ernest, Viola, Conrad, Ivan and
Mildred Amos.

ELLER

The Eller families in America probably came from the Palatinate of Germany in
the 1700’8, George Michael Eller died In Frederick Co., Maryland before 25
Aug 1778 when his will, written in German and translated, was put on record by
Thomas Schiey. George may have been born in Germany. He had 9 chlldren:
Peter, Leonard, Ellzabeth, Jacob, George, John, Eva, Catherine, and Maria.

George M. Eller is first found In records on 14 Apr 1773 when he was deeded
100 acres in Frederick Co., Va.

Jacob Eller b 1760-1765 d 1830 Botetourt Co., Va. whose wife was Magdalena, is
our ancestor. If his father is the above George Michael Eller, Jacob was
willed his father’s old Bible printed in German at Halle, Germany 1770. Their
children: David, Jacob, Sarah "Salome* Brubaker, Susanna Garst, Elizabeth
Peters, John, Nancy Himley;, Rebecca Wertz, Magdalena, and Abram (Abraham).

Abram (Abraham) Eller b 5 Jun 1801 d 15 Jun 1868 m 26 Mar 1831 Mary "Polly"
Wertz b 31 Mar 1814 d 13 Dec 1906 dau John Wertz. They had i1 children: Anna
F. Deaton, Magdalena Barnhart, John ¥W., Ellza Naff, Sarah Neff, David,
Christian, Abram, Amanda, Berry, and Nannie Brubaker.

John W. Eller b 26 May 1836 d 7 Mar 1899 m Leah Barnhart b 16 Nov 1836 d 22
Feb 1865. They lived Roanoke Co., Va. Their S children:

1. Lucy Madora Eller b 26 Jun 1857 d 29 Jun 1924 m 28 Sep 1876 Josiah E.
Brubaker b 8 Mar 1854 d 12 Oct 1830. Thelr 9 children: Christian,
Mary Susan Jamison, Newton Charles, Hannah Elizabeth, Henry Fietcher,

Alice Salome Boone, Leah Nannie Montgomery, John Elias, and Josiah
Benjamin.

(jé; Mary Clementine Eller - line follows in detail - page one.

3. Joseph E. Eller b 19 Jan 1861 d 29 Nov 1864. (Eller book gives his
birth as 29 Jun 1856.)

4. David Newton Eller b 16 Nov i862 d 19 Oct 1914 m Lydia Alice
Graybill b 17 Sep 1866 d 4 Aug 1959. They lived In Va. Their 6
children: Lena, Annie Flora, Jonas, John, Lols, and Kathryn Peters.

S. John Eller b d

John W. Eller m 2nd 17 Dec 1865 Hannah C. Brubaker b 25 Aug 1842 d 28 Dec 1902
dau John and Susannah (Flory) Brubaker. Their 9 children:
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1. Virginla Allce *Jenny® Eller b 18 Dec 1866 d 6 Sep 1946 m 6 Mar 1887
Moses Nehr who was killed by a horse. They lived In Kansas. Thelr 4
children: Saylor, Mark, Ruby Garvey, and Ellsworth. "Jenny' m 2nd
David Ikenberry.

2. Danlel M. Eller b 5 May 1868 d 14 Feb 1967 m 29 Nov 1891 Sarah Ulery
b 8 Mar 1867 d 18 Feb 1951. They lived in California. Their 8
children: Earl, Maude, Mary Pox, John, Edna Ikenberry, Charles,
Virginla, and Lucy Trostle. Maude and Virginia died In infancy.

3. Christian E. Eller b 10 Jan 1870 d 13 May 1948 m 2 Sep 1897 Rebecca
M. Henry b 12 Dec 1877 d 26 Dec 1944. They lived in Salem, Va.
Their 10 children: Orien Denton, Henry Cline, Sadle Hannah Spangler,
Gertrude Jane Leffler, Ruby Cathryn Foster, Edna Frances Snavely,
Raymon Ernest, Paul, John Clinton, and Lowell Frederick.

4, Benjamin I. Eller b 31 Oct 1871 d 21 Apr 1921 m Fmma
Dillon. They lived in Va. No children.

Charles Eller b 1873 died in infancy.

Annie Eller b 24 Jul 1876 d 31 Feb 1877.

Samuel H. b 12 Sep 1878; d 14 Sep 1879.

o ~N o0 O

Cora Edna Eller b 3 Aug 1880 d 21 Feb 1972 m 9 Jul 1913 Robert Bream
b 27 Mar 1878 d 30 Apr 1932. They lived in California. Their 3
sons: Calvin Eller, Robert C., and Hugh Clifford.

9. Sarah Elizabeth "Lizzie" Eller b 9 Sep 1883 d m 20 Sep
1905 John H. Wimmer b 17 Dec 1882 d 23 Oct 1977. They lived in
Pennsylvania. Their 8 children: Ernest Everette, Wilbur Stover; Vera

Agnes Forthman, Ethel Irene Prailey, Juanita Emma Armstrong, Bertha

Magdalene Wood, Mary Elizabeth Winter, and Rudolf. Ernest and Rudolf
dled In infancy

Resource material! used:

"George Michael Eller® by James W. Hook 1957

*The Jacob Eller Family* by Henry Cline Eller

Jean Willlams, Dolores Deaton Nader, Howard and Melvin Deaton -- corresponded
with each about Deaton family.

Family records
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THE
JOSEPH FLETCHER DEATON

FAMILY

Joseph Fletcher Deaton born 25 Sep 1856 ln Roanoke Co., VA; departed this life
23 Apr 1941 at his home In Eaton, OH; married 15 Nov 1877 Mary Clementine
Eller born 18 Dec 1858 in Roanoke Co., VA daughter of John W. and Leah
(Barnhart) Eller; departed this life 18 May 1925 at her home in Eaton, OH.
They were burled Fairview Cemetery at Gratis, OH.

They started thelr married life in Roanoke Co., VA where eleven of thelr
twelve children were born. They moved to Preble Co., OH 15 Mar 1902. They

were farmers. He was a minister ln the Church of the Brethren. Thelr
chlldren:

A John Lewis (5 Jan 1879/12 May 1880)

B Lucy Frances "Lula" (7 Jan 1881/9 Apr 1965) m 23 Nov 1902 Lonzo L.
Dillon (23 Apr 1880/24 Mar 1969)
Virginia "Jenny" Hester (19 Mar 1883/12 Aug 1967) m 18 Dec 1901 Robert
R. Dillon (2 Mar 1876/14 Feb 1963)

D Delia Mae (20 Apr 1885/8 Jun 1930> m 12 May 1909 Albert Schiliing (27
Feb 1874/7 Jan 1940)

E Hannah Ann (7 Mar 1887/15 Sep 1975) m 8 Jan 1908 Melvin W. W. Rust (25
Jan 1879/28 Mar 1956)

F Ollie Clementine (20 May 188%9/30 Jan 1891)

G Joseph Thomas (9 Jul 1891/3 Apr 1959) m 1 Jun 1915 Pearl B. Jordan (21
Sep 1896/25 Dec 1957)

H

Willle Monroe (15 Aub 1893/6 Sep 1961) m 14 Dec 1916 Lucinda Ellzabeth
Foutz (11 Feb 1897/26 Apr 1981)

I Newton Asberry (24 Aug 1895/19 Feb 1963) m 31 May 1917 Emma L. Brubaker
(20 May 1896/ )

J Mary Lessie Leah (27 May 1898/&5%#757m 16 Aug 1916 Roscoe J. Brown (24
Sep 1890/2 May 1976)

K Runella Ethelene (31 Mar 19014@@Lﬁ(¢%‘m 26 Jul 1922 Omer B. Brubaker (4
Sep 1895/12 May 1986) V

L Mark Eller (17 Mar 1904/28 Mar 1905)

Key for numbering that follows:
Capital letters for each of 12 chlldren. First number |3 children of
letters (B2 is 2nd child of B> (E531 - E = Hannah, 5 = Sth chlld,

Louise, 3 = Louise’s 3rd chlld, Jeffrey, {1 = 1st child of Jeffrey,
Clayton)

Preble County Ohio does not have a hosplital, so Eesldents usually go to
hogpitals in Montgomery Co. (Dayton) OH or Wayne Co. (Richmond) IN.

died d

born b

married m

daughter dau

maiden name ( )}
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A John Lewls Deaton b 5 Jan 1879 d 12 May 1880 buried Eller Cemetery near
Salem, VA. In 1961 his monument was moved to Falrview Cemetery, Gratis, OH
on same lot with hls parents.
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D Delia Mae Deaton b 20 Apr 1885 d 8 Jun 1930 In Eaton, CH; m 12 May 1909
Albert Schilling b 27 Feb 1874 in Washlngton Co., VA son Riley & Edna
(Simson) Schilling. He d 7 Jan 1940 near Eaton. They are burled Fairview
Cemetery, Gratls, OH. They had 3 children:

D1 Vadis Lois Schilling b 23 Mar 1911 Preble Co., OH; m 23 Apr 1932 Daniel
Merrlill Replogle b 31 Jul 1910 in PA son Daniel G. & Mary (Smeltzer)

Replogle. He d 23 Jan 1964 buried Roarling Springs Cemetery, PA. They
had 9 children:

D1t

D12

D13

D14

D15

8-1-87

Daniel Merril]l Replogle, Jjr. b 3 May 1933 Hamilton Co., OH; m 4

May 1956 Joan Moore b 24 Feb 1934 Monroceville, NJ dau Isaac &

Faustine (Turner) Moore. They had 2 children:

D111 Daniel Merrill Replogle III b 26 Nov 1957 In France m
Dy /Varqﬂm Kl zabeth Q@pfoq/g, 6&312 Dee 1987 [isa_

D112 Dennis Mark Replogle b 30 Oct 1961 In NJ

Helen Jane Replogle b 22 Sep 1936 Hamilton Co., OH; m 22 Jun 1961

J. Mac Cato b 22 Dec 1935 son Louis & Eunice (Schwartzwood) Cato.
Thelr children:

D121 Christopher Cato b 3 Mar 1965 Hamlilton Co., OH

D122 Michael Charles Cato b 13 Nov 1976 Cincinnati, OH

Charles Grover Replogle b 22 Mar 1939 in PA; m 30 Jan 1971 Nancy
Loulse Redeffer b 11 Nov 1947 Preble Co., OH dau Chelsea & Mary
(Heckman) Rodeffer. They had 2 chlldren:

D131 Kristy Lynn Replogle b 2 Nov 1971 Wilmington, OH

D132 Scott Charles Replogle b 22 Apr 1977 in PA

Robert Paul Replogle b 24 Jul 1940 in PA; m 19 Jun 1965 Carol Ann

Vedock b 22 Dec 1942 in PA dau Frank & Madaline (Mihalich) Vedock.
Thelr children:

Di41 Robert Paul Replogle, jr b 16 Sep 1966 in PA
D142 Michael John Replogle b 1 Feb 1969 in PA
D143 Timothy Replogle b 8 Jun 1974 in PA

Richard Harry Replogle b 4 Feb 1942 PA; m 16 Dec 1972 Bonnle Sue
Bangert b 28 Nov 1951 dau Henry & Marilyn (Meeker) Bangert. Their
children:

D151 Richard David Replogle b 5 Jan 1976 Cincinnatl, OH
D152 Sara Elisabeth Replogle b 13 Jun 1978 Cincinnati, OH

D153 Jenni Colleen Replogle b 28 Jun 1982 Cinclinnatl, OH
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D31

D32

D33

D34

Roscoe Albert "Rocky" Eikenberry b 30 Jun 1940 Preble Co., OH; m 7
Mar 1966 Lucinda Saylor Lamb b 25 Dec 1945 Lebanon, OH dau Boss C.
& Mary (Roark) Saylor. They had 1 child:

D311 Angela Nicole Elkenberry b 18 Nov 1972 Montgomery Co., OH

Delia Olive Elkenberry b 17 Jul 1942 Preble Co., OH; m S Feb 1971

John H. Beams b 18 Apr 1942 Dayton, OH son Jess & Erma C. (Motter)
Beams. He d 16 Aug 1979 Dayton, OH and burled Falrview Cemetery,

West Alexandria, CH

William H. Elkenberry b 10 Mar 1944 Preble Co., OH d 8 Oct 1968
Columbus, OH and buried Fairview Cemetery, Gratis, OH

David Melvin Eikenberry b 22 Sep 1945 Prebie Co., OH d 6 Apr 1974
Richmond, IN and buried Fairview Cemetery Gratls, OH

D4 Deaton Schilling b and d 24 Jul 1922 Preble Co., OH

8-1-87
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F Ollie Clementine Deaton b 20 May 1889 d 30 Jan 1891 burled Eller Cemetery
near Salem, VA. In 1961 her monument was moved to Fairview Cemetery,
Gratis, OH on same lot with her parents.
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G Joseph Thomas Deaton b 9 Jul 1891 d 3 Apr 1959; m 1 Jun 1915 Pearl B.
Jordan b 21 Sep 1896 Preble Co., OH dau George & Nora (Brubaker) Jordan.
She d 25 Dec 1957. They both died at their home near Eaton, OH and buried
Mound Hill Cemetery, Eaton, OH. Their child:

Gi Mary Frances Deaton b 12 May 1919 Preble Co., OH; m 19 Feb 1942 Howard
Chester Hartman b 19 Jan 1909 Butler Co., OH son John & Ada (Shannon)

Hartman. He died 9 Jan 1987 buried May Cemetery on SR 122 south of
Eaton, OH. Their children:

Gii1 Howard Chester "Chet" Hartman, jr b 12 Jan 1943 Butler Co., OH m
22 Apr 1967 Beverly Ann Butcher b 16 Aug 1948 Montgomery Co., OH
dau Richard LeRoy & Trula Mae (Hull) Butcher. Their chlldren:
G111 Melissa Ann Hartman b 25 Jan 1969 Montgomery Co., OH
G112 Michael Todd Hartman b 24 Aug 1970 Montgomery Co., OH

"Chet" m 2nd 12 Jan 1982 Rose Ella (Collins) Young b 29 Feb 1944
dau Arthur N. & Evelyn (Reynolds) Collins. Her son:

Preston Vaughn Young b 14 Jun 1966

G12 Joseph Dale Hartman b 27 Dec 1946 Butler Co., OH; m 17 Jun 1967
Janet Garrett b 2 Feb 1945 Preble Co., OH dau William & Mary
Kathryn (Potterf) Garrett. Their children:
G121 Jeffrey Dale Hartman b 26 Jul 1971 Franklin Co., OH
G122 Jolene Faith Hartman b 15 Apr 1974 Frank!ln Co., OH
G123 Janelle Lynn Hartman b 4 Nov 1975 Columbus, OH

G13 Paul ‘David Hartman b 7 Sep 1949 Butler Co., OH; m 20 Apr 1969
Margaret Ann "Peggy" Schmidlapp b 6 Jun 1949 Covington, OH dau
Herbert & Nelda (Lotz) Schmidlapp. Thelr children:
G131 Randy Michael Hartman b 22 Oct 1969 Covington, OH
G132 Douglas Alan Hartman b 29 Jan 1971 Covington, OH

Paul m 2nd 30 Jun 1977 Janet Carrler b 20 Mar 1948 dau Shurley &
Margaret (Coney) Carrier.
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IS Francis Asberry Deaton b & d 31 Dec 1940 Preble Co, OH burled Falrview
Cemetery, Gratis, OH
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K423 Aaron David Metzger b 27 Jan 1983 Montgomery Co., OH
K424 Joel Dennis Metzger b 23 Feb 1984 Montgomery Co., OH
K43 Merlin Ray Metzger b 10 Sep 1957 Montgomery Co., OH; m 16 Jul 1977
Mary Ann Denlinger b 11 Jul 1958 Darke Co., OH dau Joseph E. &
Lols (Montgomery) Denlinger. Their children:
K431 Nicholas Leon Metzger b 20 Aug 1978 Montgomery Co., OH
K432 Caleb Benjamin Metzger b 1 Oct 1980 Montgomery Co., OH
K433 Anthony Wade Metzger b 6 Sep 1984
K434 Abrafian Lucas ,yle+z?ey~ b 1§ Jan i5€2
K44 Marilyn Sue Metzger b 30 Dec 1959 Montgomery Co., OH; m 15 Oct

1983 Ronald Eugene Brubaker b 17 Sep 1958 son Everette & Wilma
(Garber) Brubaker. Thelr children:

K441 Naaman Eugene Brubaker b 9 Feb 1985 (twin)
K442 Laban Lee Brubaker b 9 Feb 1985 (twin)
K443 Amos Orlin Brubaker b 19 Dec 1986

K44t Hannal Sae Brubiaker b 27 Aug 1758
K45 Melvin John Metzger b 6 Nov 1968 Montgomery Co., OH
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L. Mark Eller Deaton b 17 Mar 1904 Preble Co., OH d 28 Mar 1905 buried
Fairview Cemetery, Gratis, OH '
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This essay will explore the origins and identify the first
generation descendants of Jacob ELLER, wife Magdalene, who
settled in what is now Roanoke County, Virginia, in the last
decade of the eighteenth century. By doing so it will address
two questions of concern to Jacob Eller descendants. The first
is that of his ancestry. What is known of him, his wife, and
their family backgrounds? How is Jacob Eller related to other
ELLER families? Secondly, the paper will explore early connec-
tions of the Jacob Eller family with the Church of the Brethren,
known popularly in the nineteenth century as "Dunkers" but more
formally as German Baptists. At question is when the family be-
came associated with the Brethren. As will be noted later, the
problem of Jacob Eller's origins and the family's Brethren iden-
tity are not unrelated. These are questions which should be
addressed before a definitive Jacob Eller family historv can be
compiied.

Defining Jacob and Magdalene Eller in historical terms
presents problems typical of research in early German-American
family historv. There are few existing church records ég family

papers. Legal documents which might be helipful are often vague

b



Or nonexistent. Spelling was not standardized in the early
nineteenth century and diminutive forms of names ("Rebecca" and
"Becky" to cite a clear example) were used interchangeably.
Family tradition about certain ancestors 1s unclear, inconsis-
tent, ancd in many cases 10St.

It seems clear that the name ZLLER is of German origin and
means literally "one who lives near an alder tree” {(German:
Zrle), or It may have some connection with the noun 2Z_.-e which
means a varc, as in a unit of measurement, The E-l1-i~e-r spelili-
ing has remained remarkablv standard, although variations includ-
ing E~-l-e-r, A-l-l-e-r, and E-1-l-o-r have been founcé in records
referring to a Jacob Eller descendant. There are literally
scores of versons (and a few place names) with the E-i-l1-~e-r
spelling in West Germany todayv. Eller immigrants continued to
come to the United States well into the nineteenth century so
that there are numerous ELLER families in various sections of the
country who appear to have no connection with the Roanoke County,
Virginia, familv.

The proolem of identification for Jacob Eller begins in
America as eariy as the mid-eighteenth century. Between the
1740s and 1810s no fewer tnan twenty adult E-l-l-e-r males (this
spelling) immigrated to the colonies and the newly formed United
States. Three of these had the Christian or given name of Jacob.
These are: Johann Jacob Eller, ship "Sally," December 31, 1772
and Jacob Eller, snip "Favourite.," September 5, 1785--both of

whom took the oath of allegiance in Pennsvylivania; and a Jacob El-




ler who arrived in North Carolina in 1765 and took the oath
there.? Presumably many of these families were related, although
there is no definitive ELLER family study. Interesting too is
the fact that although many of these families came into the
county through Philadelphia, few remained in Pennsylvania. There
are only scattered references to Ellers in Pennsylvania records
before 1800. The 1790 census reveals that only one Eller famiiy
iived in the state (Germantown, Philadelphia). Apparently most
moved south. There are three E-l1-l-e-r households in Maryland
{two in Washington County) and eleven in Rowan County, North
Carolina. Unfortunately, there are no existing 1790 or 1800 cen-
sus returns Ior Virginia.2

3ack to Jacob and Magdalene Eller. Family tradition is
rather strong three brothers arrived in Pennsylvania, pre-
sumably from the Rhine Valley of Germany (Rhineland or
Palatinate) before 180C. With other German immigrants they made
their way south down *the Blue Ridge mountains into Virginia.
Jacob settled in what was then Botetourt Countyv {created from
Augusta in 1769-1770) while the two unnamed brothers continued
south and settled in North Carolina. This tradition, while never
thoroughly studied, is plausible in that there clearlv was a
major migration of Germans from Pennsylvania into ,Maryiand and
down the Blue Ridge into the Carolinas, beginning in the early
decades of the eighteenth century.3 According to an ELLER
genealogy published in 1925, three ELLER brothers--Jacob,

Christian, and Melchior--do appear to have settled in Rowan




County, North Carolina in the 1760s. Details concerning their
travel route and point(s) of departure, however, are lacking.
This Jacob Eller died in Rowan County in 1782. Another, vounger
Jacob Eller is picked up in the 1790 census who continued to live
in western North Carolina well into the nineteenth century.4

In addition, there were two Jacob Ellers who, assuming them
to have been young men when thev landed in Philadelpnia, would
have been of the approximate age of the Virginia Jacob. Our
Jacob is enumerated in the 1810 census for Botetourt County.
Both he and wife are shown as over age 45, meaning that they were
born sometime before 1765. The household at that time consisted
of six chilédren: a female between 16 and 26, a male and female
vetween 10 and 26, and two malies and one female under age 10.9

The."three brothers" tradition was briefly presented in The
SJacob Eller Familv Tree (Salem, Va., mimeograpn, 1948) by Henry
C. Eller, now of Bridgewater, Virginia. This brief but important
studv was put together from information collected and preserved
bv his father, Cnhristian E. Eller, and others. This family tree
has been used bv genealogists of related families such as

BRUBAKER, BARNHART, and FLORA. While The Jacob Eller Family Tree

is incompiete and contains some minor errors, it still provides
the core of what is known about early Jacob Ellier descendants.
One of the genealogists who used Henrv Eller's 1948 compila-
tion was James W. Hook. Hook was a descendant of a North
Carolina ELLER family (Virginia Eller and James Hook, married in

1867) and in several publications endeavored to trace various



branches of these two families. The last of his books, George
Michael Eller_and Descendants of His in America (New Haven,
Conn.: for the Author, 1957) is a thorough updating of the ear-

lier publications and is vpased on considerable research. By in-

cluding Henry Eller's material, however, Hook created a past for

Jacob Eller'Eota;£‘f993§;ge_the Virginia family's tradition.

Briefly, Hook theorized that our Jacob was a younger son of
George Michael Eller, a German immigrant who died in Frederick
County, Maryiand, in 1778, but who had eariier lived in western
North Carolina where the other ELLER families nad settled. His
will names several children, including his "voungest son Jacob"
who was given the family Bibie. Three of his known sons, Peter,
Leonaréd, and George, all lived in North Carolina.®

The evidence for Jacob Eller of Virginia being the son namecd
in George Michael's will is circumstantial, but ?agq;y
conclug%ye. Jacob would have been of the approximate age to have
been a vounger son, that is, oporn in the 1760s. And, Frederick
County., Maryland, records to indicate that a Jacob Eller was ac-
tive there in the 1790s. He married Mary Willjard in 1792, voted
"Federalist" in the presidential election of 1796, and is
enumerated there in the census of 1800. 3v the 1790s, however,
our Jacob was well established in Botetourt County, Virginia.
Hook believed the Frederick County Jacob to have been a son of
Henry Eller {(d. 1788 in Frederick County}), whom he suggested was
a brother of George Micnael.?

In support of his theory that the Virginia Jacob was a son



of George Michael Eller, Hook cites the westward movement of
David Eller, an older son of Jacob, to infer a relationship be-
tween tne two families. Unfortunatelv, David Eller has been com-
pletely lost from the Virginia family tradition ana was therefore
not recorded in The Jacob Eller Family Tree. Extensive dbut un-
published research by Charles E. Martin between 1978 and 1980
demonstrates that David moved from Virginia to Montgomery County,
Ohio in the mid 1820s, to Preble County, same state in the mid
1830s, and from there to Hamilton County, Indiana., sometime in
the late 1840s.8

Yook learned of the existence of David Eiler through a read-
ing of Jacob Eller's probate records, census returns, and from a
brief reference to him in a Hamilton Countv, Indiana, history
published in 19156. David's move west did parallel somewhat that
of Leonard Eller, a known son of George Michael. He moved from
North Carolina to Miami County, Ohio in 1801, and from there to
Hamilton County, Indiana in 1834. Hook's inference i1s that David
followed his "uncle" Leonard both to Ohio and Indiana. Such con-
Jecture is not without merit, except that there is nothing in
deed, probate, census, or other records which prove that the two
men nad any financial ties. or that they even knew each other.9

There are other probiems with Hook's theory concerning the
origins otf Jacob Eller. For example, three of Jacob's Eller's
daughters still living in 1880 and enumerated in the Federal cen-
sus that year indicate a belief that both parents were born in

Virginia. If Jacob were a son of George Michael, he would more







Saints church archives.!! Documentation of her family name is
circumstantial at best. There is no known recorded marriage of
Jacob Eller to a Magdalene of any name pefore 1800 in Penn-
svlvania, Maryland, Virginia, or North Carolina. Obviously, more
researcnh on her background which need to be undertaken before a
full Jacob Eller family nistory can be completed.

The land records of Jacoo Eller in what is now Roanoke
County (created from Botetourt in 1838) are helpful in locating
him. As mentioned previously, the earliest first known reference
dates Eller in Roanoke County in the 1790s. On July 19, 1790,
the Commonwealth of Virginia conveved to him 150 acres on "Wolf
Run, a Branch of Back Creek.'" This tract was apparently part of
a land warrant originally issued to one John Minter [or Minten?!
in 1788. Minter assigned a portion of the warrant to Humphrev
Smith, who in turn assigned it to Eller. A few vears, in 1804,
Eller sold this same property to his in-law, John Brubaker for
$500.12 Research to date has not been able to locate "Wolf Run"
or the 150 acre tract. It mav well have been located in Frankliin
Countvy (created in 1787:!.

The Zfarm wnich until a few vears ago was known as the "Eller
homevnlace" was conveved to Jacob Eller from Jacob Yést in 1799.
Located approximately seven miles southwest from the county seat
at Salem, on the "headwaters of Cravens Creek," this property of
470 acres was part of survev originally granted by the Common-
wealth of Virginia to Thomas Harrison in 1790. Harrison sold a

vortion of this grant to John Harris, who in turn sold it to



Yest. Yest had it resurveved, then sold 470 acres of it to Eller

for $1165.67. His title was not recorded until 1802.13 The

"sheepskin deed” (land grant) which contains a survey description
of the property patented to Harrison has remained in the Eller
family until the present.

Jacob Eller also acquired an additional 49 acres next to the
Cravens Creek land on "Mudlick, a Branch of the Roanoke." This
was obtained from the estate of Abraham Statler, deceased, in
1819, although Eller was not a Statler heir.l4 This brought his
real property to approximately 519 acres,

The only other land transaction known to involve Jacob Eller
is intriguing, but vague. In 1814 the Commonwealth of Virginia,
under a newly enacted law, moved to collect back taxes of $3.25
on 400 acres which Jacob Eller owed for the years 1797 and 1798.
The location of this vroperty is unknown, as are the details as
to when and how Eller acquired it. The tax could have been on
the Cravens Creek farm. Eller may have rented here prior to pur-
chase in 1799 and part of the now lost purchase agreement was to
pay taxes owed by Yest. The Back Creek property to which he then
did have title, consisted of only 150 acres, and it was trans-
ferred in total to John Brubaker in 1804. In any event, the
county Deputy Sheriff certified to the Commonwealth "that no pro-
verty could be found," and declared the 400 acres legally for
sale in a Richmond newspaper., Fifty acres was sold in August,
1814 for $3.45 to Frederick Garst, who was subsequently given a

Sheriff's deed, recorded May 21, 1817.15 What makes this trans-



action even more unusual is that Garst was Eller's son-in-law, he
having married Susan Eller in 1809.

There are few familv traditions about Jacob Eller. It is
assumed that he farmed but he aiso may have liked to hunt, and if
S0 was probably absent from the family and farm for long veriods.
It is entirely possible that he spoke both German and English and
he could apparentlv sign his name in English script. Local
records have him being appointed "overseer of the road" in 1799.
According to a C. E., Eller statement, Jacob's two storv house
{cabin?) stood on the homevlace close to where his son Abraham
and later nis son J. W. Eller built homes.l® Interestingly
enough, in 1805 Jacob Eller sold to Michael Danner various
nousehold and kitchen furniture, "shop tools used for making
wagons," as well as a stud horse and cow, apparentliv in an
attempt to seftle a debt.

When Jacob Eller vprepared his will in May of 1830 he had
sufficient real propertv to make a detailed beguest to his wife
and and chilidren. Since the will and the settlement of the
estate provides the clearest identification of his children, it
merits careful attention. His wife (unnamed) was allowed to
remain in tne house where they lived "throughout her natural
iife," half the garden, a clock, two beds, a cupboard, table and
other furniture and household items, a mare, saddle and bridle,
and $200 in cash. Two sons, John and Abraham, were to equally
divide his "plantation" of "about five hundred acres" after it

was surveved, each son vosting an avpropriate bond. John, aiso
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1. DAVID ELLER, ¢c1782-1858; m. 1) Anna Brubaker, 1785-1825 on
December 21, 1862 in Franklin County, VA; 2) Elizabeth Foutz
{1825), and 3) Mary Martin (1827}, the latter two in Montgomery
County, OE. Anna Brubaker was a daughter of John and Anna Mvers
Brubaker who moved to Franklin Countv in 1781 and to whom Jacob
Eller sold land in 1804. David Eller moved to Ohio in the mid
1820s, then to Hamilton County, IN in the late 1840s. He is not
in the 1850 census and died without a will or propertv
{intestate). Several children in the 1850 census are enumerated
in other households, Preble County, OH. Children by Anna
Brubaker:

Catherine Eller, 1806-7?; m. William R. Bowles

Mary Eller, 1808-1882; m. (as 2nd wife) William Bowser,

?-1842; 2) George Miller, ?-1856

Daniel Eller, 1810-? (unmarried)

Abraham Eller, c1815-? (unmarried)

Andrew Eller, 1819-1896; m. 1) Elizabeth Auchenback,

1816-1868; 2) Hannah M. Smeltzer; 3) Elizabeth Bright

Samuel Eller, c1825-7 (unmarried)
Children by Ziizabeth Foutz:

Joseph Eller., 1826-7?
Children bv Marvy Martin

Nancy Eller, 1828-?; m. Zachariah Clark

Benjamin Eller, 1830-1870; m. Diana Dackus

Henry Eller, 1834-7



2. SARAH ("Saloma") ELLER,?1 ¢, 1782-1882;: m. (2nd wife to) HENRY
BRUBAKER, 1775-1848, on January 24, 1810 in Franklin County.
Brubaker was a brother to Anna Brubaker (above). He owned land
on Peters Creek, Roanoke County, where he begueathed the land for
the Peters Creek Brethren meetinghouse. He fathered nine
children by his first wife, Elizabeth Flory. Children by Sarah
Eller:
John Brubaker,* 1811-1887; m. Susannah Flory, 1816-1886
Nancy Brubaker, 1813—?;»m. Christian Wertz
Tobias Brubaker, 1815-? (d. infant)
Benjamin Brubaker, 1816-1891; m. 1) Mary Garst; 2) Susan
Wolfe
Magdalene Brubaker, 1818-1892; m. 1) Samuel Frantz;
2) David Blocher, ?7-1886
Abraham Brubaker, 1820-1898; m. Elizabeth Rivercomb
Isaac Brubaker, 1825-1897; m. Christine Beckner, 1833-
1910
Elias Brubaker,* 1828-1899; m. Susan Beckner
Elizabeth Brubaker, 1829-1899; m. John Beckner

-

Moses E. Brubaker, 1831-1904; m. Susannah Grisso

3. SUSAN ("Susanna") ELLER,%2 c1778-1827; m. FREDERICK GARST
(Jr.), 1784-1850, on December 28, 1809. This is undoubtedly the
same Garst that purchased 50 acres from Virginia in 1814 to
settle Jacob Eller's back taxes. He and his wife lived in

Botetourt County until c1826 when the family relocated to near
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Jonesboro, Tennessee. Children:
Samuei Garst, 1810-1876; m. Susannan Pefflev
Jacob Garst, 1812-1893; m. 1) Wrightsman; 2) Fanny
Sherfy, 1817-1898
David Garst, 1814-1886; m. 1) : 2) Anna Bashor,
1808-1895
Magdalena Garst, 1816-1906; m. Abraham Sherfy, 1818-1866
Nancy Garst, 1817-1860; m. Samuel Sherfy,* 1817-1896
Jenry Garst, 1818-1898; m. Mary Bowman, 1820-1890
Catherine Garst, 1820-1911; Richard Deakins, 1798-1873
Sarah Garst, 1822-1917; m. Michael Bashor, 1811-7?
Elizabeth Garst, 1824-1892; m. David Bowman, 1828-1896
Joel Garst, 1824-1892; m. Catherine Sherfy, 1822-?
Frederick Garst married 2) Sarah Frantz and ten more children
were added to his familyv. Many of the Eller-Garst cniidren

resided in the Jonesboro area.

4. ELIZABETH ELLER, ¢1793-aft.1880: m. DANIEL PETERS, c1782-
aft.1850. The family resided in Franklin County at the census of
1850. Xnown children:

Rebecca Peters, c¢l1816-?; m. Henry Donahue

Moses Peters, c¢1819-?; m. Rebecca Barnhart

Jonathan Peters, c1823-7?

Magdalene Peters, c1829-7?: m. Jacob Eller, 1823-1907 (a
first cousin, see JOHN ELLER family, below)

Aaron Peters, ¢cl1831-?; m. Frances Flora
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Samuel Peters, ¢1833-7? m. Hannah Flora, 1830-7?

8, JOHN ("Johnny") ELLER,* c¢1795-1871; m., CATHERINE BRUBAKER,
1794-71880 on February 19, 1818. Catherine was a sister Anna
Brubaker and Henry Brubaker (above)--all children of John and
Anna Myers Brubaker. John Eller lived on part of Jacob Eller's
Cravens Creek property, seven miles southwest of Salem. He was a
Brethren minister.
Lavina Eller, 1826-7?; m. 1)Vth?>Deaton: 2) Samuel
Danner H
George Eller, 1821-?; m. Nancy Sloan
Jacob Eller, 1823-1907; m. ?1) Susan Fisher;
nad Cateotia
2) Magdalene Peters, c1829-7
Joel W. Eller, 1825-1902; m. Martha Reynolds
Abraham J. Eller,* 1828-1923; m. Saloma Flora, 1834-1919
John B. Eller, 1831-1912; m. 1) Marly Flora, 1829-7;
2) Sarah Weddle Flora
Henry Eller, 1837-1912; m. Harriet Reynolds
Ann(a) Eller, 1835-1919; m. James Parker
Catherine Eller, 1841-?; m. 1) Carey F. Johns; 2) John

B. Peters

6. NANCY ELLER, c1800-?; m. PETER HIMLEY on February 24, 1820.
His name is also spelled HIMLECK and HIMLICK. This family is not
in the 1850 census for Virginia. Himley was present at the sale

of personal property for Jacob Eller's estate in 1830, and he
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received a share of the estate for his wife in 1840. Himleck
bought land in 1819 from John and Daniel Barnhart, and in 1825

from John Stoner. No other information.

7. ABRAEAM ("Abram") ELLER, 1801-71870; m. Mary ("Polly") WERTZ
{WIRTZ), on March 31, 1831. They lived on a portion of Jacob
Iller's Cravens Creek land, seven miles southwest from Salem in
Roanoke County on what became known as the "Eller homeplace."
Children:
Anna F: Eller, 1832-1906: m,. ;) Francis Asberrv Deaton,
1832-1900; 2) John W. Deaton
Magdaline Eller, 1833-1894;: m. Joseph M. Barnhart
John W. Eller,* 1836-1899; m. 1) Leah Barnhart, 1836~
1865; 2) Hannah Brubaker, 1842-1902
Eliza Eller, 1838-1926; m. John B, Naff,* 1836-1905
Sarah Eller, c1838-1921; m. James Neff
David Eller, c1840-?; m. Julia Neff
~ Christian Eller, 1846-1866 (unmarried)
Abraham C. Eller, 1846-7?; m. Salome Brubaker, 1850-1921
Amanda Eller, c1848-¢c1869 (unmarried)
Francis Asberry Eller.,* 1851-1938; m. Elizabeth {(Bettie)
3Srubaker, 1855-1941
Nannie Zller, c1854-1945; m. Daniel R. Brubaker, 1850-

1928

3. REBECCA Z=LLER, c1810-7; m. ISAAC WERTZ (WIRTZ} c1823-7,
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on June 9, 1832. The family lived in Franklin County at the cen-
sus of 1850. Known children:

Magdaline Wertz, c1833-?7; m. Laprad

Ann Wertz, c1835-7

Catherine Wertz, c1836-?

Noah Wertz, c1839-7

Samuel Wertz, cl1841-7

[#*indicates a Brethren minister]

James Hook also suggests another son, Jacob, based on the
fact that a second Jacob Eller, age 26-45, appears in the 1820
census for Botetourt County. His household consisted of a female
over 45, a female 26-45, three males under 26, and a female under
16.23 oOQur Jacob in 1810 had a male "under 10" that cannot be ex-
plained in terms of known sons. However, this child is clearly
not old enough to be the second 1820 Jacob. The 1810 male could
have a son that did not survive or the child of a relative. In
any event, the second 1820 Jacob is not in the 1830 or census for
Botetburt County and is otherwise unknown. Hook and Henry Eller
also list a daughter Magdalene based on the fact that she
received an egual share of Jacob Eller's estate. As noted

earlier, however, this is Eller's wife, not daughter.
The ELLERs and the BRETHREN

Having thus identified the children of Jacob Eller a second
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task is to explore the early relationship of this family to the
Church of the Brethren. Between 1800 and 1980 manyv descendants
in the next four or so generations have had close ties to the
Brethren, not only in Virginia, but in the Midwest, Kansas, anc
the Pacific Coast states as well. For example, among Jacob's
direct male Eller descendants (sons David, John, Abraham) there
are nineteen ordained ministers.?2% This list i1s easily doubled
when the female lines of BRUBAKER, GARST, and WERTZ are added.
Literally hundreds of Eller descendants have served the Brethren
in others ways: local church offices (deacons, moderator, and
clerk), church school teachers, national and district committees
and staff, volunteer service workers, missionaries, even college
facultv. Zow did this relationship of the family to the Brethren
begin?

The origins of the German Baptist movement may be traced
back to eighteenth century Gefmany. Early Brethren were Protes-
tant dissenters who for good.conscience believed thev could not
remain within the state churches of Europe (Lutheran, Reformed).
They developed out of the Radical Pietism, a reform effort that
éought strengthen the evangelica. fervor and spiritual life of
the state churches. Brethren were also strongly influenced by
the Mennonites (Anabaptists) whose emphasis on nonresistance
{biblical vacifism), sevaration of church and state, living
simply, community life, and nonconformity reflect the sixteenth
century Radical Reformation.25 In America the Brethren became

known for their unicue form of trine immersion baptism, love



feast (communion) with feetwashing, plain dress, and refusal to
varticipate in military service.

The ELLER name is not found in existing lists of Anabaptist
martyrs or in extensive compilations of early Mennonite families
which have been made for Switzerland, Germany, and Holland.
There were ELLERs involved in eighteenth century Pietism. Per-
haps the most well known of these was Elias Eller of Elberfield.
In 1727 he and his wife founded a mystical, millennialist sect,
but because of persecution this group was forced to an estate
some thirty miles distant. Here the group founded what 1is today
the city of Ronsdorf, a name by which Eller's sect was also
widely known. While Elias Eller's views were somewhat extreme,
dissention among the sect's leaders following his death in 1750
forced the congregation back into the conformity of the state
Reformed Church.26

It is possible that many of the colonial ELLER immigrants to
America were Pietists, perhaps without affiliating with either
the Lutheran or Reformed Churches. Few ELLERs may be found in
the baptismal or marriage records of these groups. James Hook
was the firét non-Brethren family researcher to associate the
family with the German Baptists, the first group of whom who
arrived in America in 1719. Still, there are no ELLERs mentioned
among the scant records nf the Brethren in either Europe or
Coionial America. A Henry E-l-e-r was baptized in the Conestoga
congregation, Lancaster County, Pennsvlvania, in 1747.27 Hook

believed this same Henry Eller later lived in Frederick County,
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Maryland, and was a brother of George Michael Eller. Some of tne
early western North Carolina ELLERs do apvear to have been
associated with Carolina Brethren, although the history of the
congregations which existed there is extremely sketchy.28

'In Southwest Virginia the victure is brighter. As
sectarians, Brethren generally settled in family groupings. Bv
the late eighteenth century, a few such clusters had develovpeq,
the earliest on the Blackwater River in Franklin Countv (1760s)
and a second in the Amsterdam/Daleville area of Botetourt County
{1780s). Jacob Eller, along with cleariy identifiable Brethren
related families such as the Brubakers were located between these
two in what later became Roanoke County. The dates when these
settlements developed into congregations is not known, but
meetinghouses were built at Peters Creek {(Roanoke County, 1845),
Germantown Brick (Franklin County, 1848) and Botetourt Valley
{Daleville, Botetourt County, 1851). Prior to this the Brethren

met in homes for worship, generally once a month.29

Whether Jacob or Magdalene Eller were actually Dunkers will

probably never be known. 1If not baptized members, they were cer-

tainly in close contact with the Brethren in that several of
their children married into Brethren famiiies. Their son John
ahd five grandsons became preachers: two granddaughters also
married men who were placed in the ministry. The freguent mar-
riages of Jacob Eller children and grandchildren into Brethren
families, and the leadership which these families provided the

church, strongly suggest that the Ellers affiliated with the
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Brethren in Roanoke County at an early date. Indeed, local
tradition is clear that the Brubaker, Wirtz, and Eller families
were among the early members of the Peters Creek church. John
Eller, whose ordination probably dates from the late 1840s, would
have been among the congregation's first ministers.30 wWhether
Jacob and Magdalene themselves came from Brethren homes before
settling in Roanoke County is pure speculation.

The Oak Grove community in which sons John and Abraham
resided is several miles to the south of the Peters Creek area.
While the story of a Brethren church in this community more
properly belongs to the twentieth century, it should be noted
that a Brethren meetinghouse was built at Cave Spring., a few
miles to the east, which dates from the Civil War.3! It is
reasonable to assume that Dunker services were held in the Oak

Grove area, perhaps as early as the 1840s.
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THE WILL OF LEVI DEATON, DATED JINE 27, 1799: In the name of God amen I, Levi Deaton, of Amelia Co.,
Va., being weak in body but of sound mind and many thanks be to almighty God for the same calling to
mind the certainty of death and uncertainty of this life do make and ordain this to be my Jast will
and testament in manner and form following (that is to say):
First, I desire all my just debts to be fully paid, [Item: My will and desire is that my executors
hereafter named be authorized and empowered and | do hereby authorize and empower them to purchase any
right or title to a tract of fand known by the name of Vaysers and at present under my occupancy and
that it shall be discretionally in my executors’ power to do the same (or to make sale of all my land
including the land I now live on with all my right and title to the said Vaysers Tract for the best
price that can be had) and the money arising from such sale to be applied to the purchase of lands
elsewhere or so much thereof as may be necessary for that purpose at the discretion of my executors
and they are hereby fully authorized and empowered to make a conveyance to the same. [Item: My will
and desire is (provided my beloved wife Martha C. Deaton shall resign her right and dower to the above
mentioned land if sold) that she have the use and benefit of all such lands as shall be purchased as
above directed with all the remaining part of my estate real and personal deriving herein during her
single life for the support and education of my children and after her death or marriage my will and
desire is that all my estate real and personal be publically sold and equally devided among all my
thildren (to wit: Elijah, John, James, William, Elizabeth, Levi, Martha, and George) and if my beloved
wife Martha should bring & child or children within nine months from the date hereof, my will and
desire is that it shall have an equal share with my children above named to them and their heirs
forever. Lastly, | do constitute and appoint my friends James Meglassen, Samuel Farrar and Anthony
Webster several executors of this my last will and testament in witness whereof [ have hereunto set my
hand and seal this 20th day of April, 1799. Signed and sealed by: Levi Deaton
Signed and acknowledged in the presence of: Anthony Webster

John M. Crowder

John Vasser

Jesse Vasser
At a court held for Amelia Co., Va. the 27th day of June 1799, this last will and testament of Levi
Deaton, deceased, was proved by the oaths of Anthony Webster, and John Vasser, two of the witnesses
thereto subscribed and ordered to be recorded. And at another court held for the same county the 26th
day of Sept. following came James Meglassen, one of the executors therein named, and made oath and
entered into bond with Anthony Webster his security in the penalty of $2000 as the law directs,
Certificate is granted him for obtaining a probate in due form reserving liberty to the other

executors therein named to join in the probate when they think proper. Teste James Townes, clerk of
courts.
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ROANGKE COUNTY, VIRGINIA

JOHN DEATON’S WILL:

I, JON DEATON, of the County of Roanoke, do make and publish this my Last Will and Testament, hereby,
revoking and making void all former Wills by me at any time heretofore made:

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

As to such worldly Estate as it hath pleased God to intrust me with, I dispose Of as follows (Viz.)

I direct that all my debts and funeral expenses be paid as soon after me decease as possible. Out of the
first monies that shall come into the hands of my Executors from any portion Of my Estate real or
personal.

I wish by land sold by my Executors as soon after my decease as practicable, and untill sold my son,
FRANCIS ASBURY DEATON, is to have the refusal Of renting it; also I direct that all my perishable
property be sold as soon as practicable, and that the proceeds of my land and property be divided equally
between my six children, (Viz.) POLLY GOODWIN, ELIZA HORN, LITTLEBERRY HARDIMAN DEATON, SARAH TEMPLE,
FRANCIS ASBURY DEATON and JOHN W. DAY, also I leave my family Bible to my son, FRANCIS ASBURY DEATON.

I, John Deaton, having since the foregoing Will was executed, married LIWINA ELLER, between whom and
myrself there is a marriage Settlement on record in the Clerk’s Office Of Roanoke County Court, and it
being provided in said Settlement that the said LWINA is to have no portion Of my Estate, except such as
I may direct by Will or otherwise--And now wishing to bequeath to the said LWWINA, my present wife, the
sum of Two Hundred Doilars, also one cow which she may make choice of, and that she have her support for
the ensuing winter months after my decease, and do direct in my Will, before making distribution of my

Estate amongst my six children, do pay to my said wife LUIVINA DEATON the sum of two Hundred dollars, but
this legacy to be void if 1 should survive her,

I do hereby make and ordain JOHN W. DAY and FRANCIS ASBURY DEATON, Executors of this my last Will and
Testament. In Witness whereof [, JOMN DEATON, the testator have to this my Will written on sheet of

paper, set my hand and seal this fourteenth day of February in the year of Our Lord One thousand eight
hundred and fifty three.

Signed, sealed and acknowledged as and JOHN DEATON  (Seal)
for his last Will & Testament by JOHN

DEATON in our presence and we being

present together at the same time this

12th day of January 1841.

Patterson Coon

Andrew E. S. Campbell

At Roanoke April Court 1841

This tast Will & Testament of JOMN DEATON Senr was produced in Court, and proved according to law by the
oaths of Patterson Coon and Andrew E.S, Campbell subscribing witnesses thereto, and is ordered to be
recorded,

Teste F. Johnstone
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JOHN DEATON‘S CHILDREN:

By wife #2, Elizabeth Forrest
1. Mary C. "Polliy"
m Jessie Goodman
2. Sarah F, "Sally"
m George Temple
3. James W.
Br wife #3, Jane Baker
4, Eliza J.
m Wiltiam Horn
3. John Wesley
é. Littleberry Hardiman
m Clementine Mary Sargent
7. Francis Asberry
m Anna Frances Eller
8. Jane Hester
m John W. Day
?. Willtiam F,

MARRIAGES OF REVEREND JOHN DEATON:

]I

6‘

Mary C. Jones
Elizabeth Forrest
Jane Baker
Frances Foster

Elizabeth Barnett Rayburn

Luvina Eller

JOHN DEATON, sr

Born Married
10-25-1807
12-14-1837
04-17-1809
c. 1828
05-27-1811
03-0%9-1813
04-16-1839%
07-31-1814
01-16-1816
12-17-1844
09-09-1817
09-01-1849
03-19-1820
08-13-1840
11-30-1822
12-23-1801
08-01-1804
05-21-1812
07-14-1824
08-30-184¢9
06-22-1855
05-01-1777
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Died

06-20-1897

after 1883

02-30-1813

after 1883

08-15-1822

04-146-1%05

01-13-1845

01-23-1851

09-16-1824

12-09-1803
12-09-1811
08-13-1823
01-01-1848

08-23-1851

04-10-1861



(Letter to the Editor, January 2, 1906)

THEY WERE ALL AT HOME
A Delightful Reunion of Mr,
J. W. Deaton’s Family.

On account of the continued illness of Mrs. Annie Deaton, with the advice of Or. W,
P. Norris, her eleven children were at once called home. As four of them resided
respectively in COhio, Missouri, and Texas, they were wired for and in a few day all were
present and in their turn manifesting their parental love and care for the mother. The
thought of meeting again and seeing another once more in this life made the return a very
anxious one, but as they gathered home, every precaution was observed to prevent her
becoming overjoyed and thereby causing heart failure, as one had not seen her in sixteen

years., She being somewhat improved received them with a motherly affection and extended
them a hearty welcome.

Mrs. Deaton having been married twice is the mother of fifteen children, fifty-one
grand children, and seven great grand children, and is only about 73 years of age. Mr.
Francis Asberry Deaton, her first husband, was born September 9, 1817, served six months
in the Confederate army as a private soldier and died January {3, 18453, in Hollywood
Hospital. Interment in the family burying ground. Of this union, nine children were
born, six of whom are yet living namely:

J. A, Deaton, Wichita, Texas, aged 23 years; C. W..Deaton, Salem, Va., aged 3! years;
J. F. Deaton, West Alexander, 0., aged 49 years; Hester Campbell, Fristoe, Mo., aged 45

vears; Dora Tyler, Roanoke, Va., aged 43 years; W. F. A. Deaton, Camden, 0., aged 4l
years,

Mr. John W, Deaton, her second betrothal, is now &7 years of age, served in the
Confederate army four years and belonged to the Salem Flying Artillery. Of this union,
six children were born--all living but one, namely:

Lettie E. Trout, Salem, Va., aged 3% years; H. R. Deaton, Salem, Va., aged 37 years;
D. P, Deaton, Salem, Va., aged 36 years; J, T, Deaton, Roanoke, Va., aged 3! years; Nannie
Trout, Salem Va., aged 23 years.

There are some record breakers in this circle. Mrs. Deaton’s mother, Mrs. Mary
Eller, if given a few more days--till March 31st--will see her 92nd birthday. Her two
companions being Southern soldiers, her second companion forbiding a change in her name,
yet not a brother of the first. Having one son weighing 345 pounds, and the seven boys
averaging 200 pounds, while the four girls only averaged 152 pounds.

Mrs. Deaton being much improved and all the children in Virginia again, but not
having all met at home for 26 years, January 2, 1904 was named as a reunion day. On the
3rd the eleven children were all present, with other relatives swelling the number to
thirty-five only two not being related to Mrs. Deaton. The day was passing pleasantly
despite the extensive preparations for dinner, and by one o’clock the dining hall with its
cedar decorations, and a large extension table posed in the center almgst refusing to bear
its heavy burden, presented such a view that even one with a satisfied appetite would need
a quard. Indeed, the wvariety, quality, and quantity made it an extraordinary,
well-prepared and an up-to-date feast. It displayed skill in selection, preparation, and
arrangement. All things in readiness, the sick mother was assisted to the table, and she
with her husband sat as in years gone by, one at each end of the table, and the eleven
children on either side. The hostesses were at their best, and gave to each one as he
hath need, so for one long hour these 200 pounders, together with their more delicate
parents and sisters, prayed upon this inexhaustible supply. After expressions of
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gratitude for the entire satisfaction of their appetites, and for the privilege of once
more meeting around the parental table, and to our Heavenly Father, the giver of every
good and perfect gift, and to those who provided the occasion, gave opportunity for the
second sitting. After all had fared sumptuously and spent a few hours vying with one
another in expressions of love and merriment, song service became the next special feature
of the day--such hymns as "Rock of Ages," and "When the Roll is Called Up Yonder," were
voiced in such melody that one must say when all the singers get home what a wonderful,
wonderful, singing there will be. As the singing continued, it resumed the attitude of a
thanksgiving prayer service, interspersed with singing. The expressions of thankfulness
were varied, each one thinking of something different, some having traveled through
dangers, seen and unseen. Mother is better, and instead of sorrow and sadness in the home
it is turned to joy and sweet association. A happy reunion' A favored day in my life and
one that shall be cherished in memory as a spiritual feast as well as temporal. The
wayward especially remembered, and then with strong and earnest petitions for the Holy
Spirit to lead us into a higher and purer life, and a parting blessing to meet again in
that glorious reunion, never more to part. "God Be With You Till We Meet Again® closed
the services at a late hour. Soon parting hands were taken, the relatives and some of the
children were soon scattered, leaving the mother not much wearied with the exercises of
the day, and the invalid father overjoyed. The Western children began returning to their
respective earthly homes January 3rd, and at this weiting all are gone, and so far as
heard from have landed safely home. A Guest,

Appendix D Page 2



LETTER FROM JOHN W. ELLER TO JOHN C. BECKNER

John W, Eller was born 2! May 1834, He was the son of Abraham Eller, 1801-1848 and his wife, Mary “Polly*
(Wertz) Eller, 1814-1908. He was the grandson of Jacob and Magdalena (Peters) Eller, and John and
Anna (Frantz) Wertz,

John’s parents had 12 children: Magdalena Barnhart, Sarah Neff, Annie Deaton, John W., Eliza Naff,

Abraham, Christian, Daniel, Amanda (died age 21), Henry, Francis Asberry “Berry', and Nancy
Catherine "Nannie" Brubaker,

John was married to Leah Barnhart. Leah was born 14 Nov 1834, She was the only child of Benjamin
Barnhart, 1807-1848, and his wife, Nancy (Wenger) Barnhart, 1811-1893. (After Benjamin died, Nancy
remarried to Michael Rettinger and had eight more children.)

John and Leah were the parents of five children:

1. Lucy Madora Eller (1834-1924) m Josiah E. Brubaker,
They had ¢ children,

2. Mary Ellen (1858-1925) m Joseph Fletcher Deaton.
They had 12 children.

3. Joseph (184]1-1844)

4, David Newton (1862-1914) m Alice Graybill. They had
6 children,

3. John (1844-1844)

Leah (Barnhart) Eller died 22 Feb 1845. During this time, John W. Eller was in Clark County, Ohio
to escape the military during the Civil War, and while he was gone, his wife and two sons died. He

returned to Virginia and resided at Cave Springs in Roanoke County. He was a minister in the German
Baptist Church until his death.

John married again, to Hannah C. Brubaker, Hannah was born 23 Aug 1842, She was the daughter of
John Brubaker (1811-1897) and his wife, Susannah (Flora) Brubaker (1814-1B884). She was a niece to
Elizabeth (Brubaker) Beckner and a first cousin to Josiah E. Brubaker, her step-son-in-law.

John and Hannah were the parents of nine children:
t, Virginia "Jennie® Alice (1844-1944) m Moses Neher,
They had 4 children, Virginia m 2nd David Ikenberry.

2. Daniel (1868- ) m Sarah Ulery. They had 8
children,

3. Cheistian E, (1870- ) m Rebecca M. Henry. They
had 10 children.

. Benjamin (1871-1921) m Emma Dillon.

Charles (1873- ). Died an infant,

Nannie (1874-1877).

Saauel H. (1878-1879)

Cora (1880- ) m Robert Breem. They had 3 sons.

Sarah Elizabeth (1883- ) m John H. Wismer, They

had 8 children,

OO~

John W. Eller died 7 Mar 1899, His second wife, Hannah (Brubaker) Eller died 20 Dec 1902. This
family was prominent in the Church of the Brethren except Lucy Brubaker. Her husband was a minister
in the 01d German Baptist Church, Peters Creek district, Virginia.
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John C. Beckner was born 23 Jan 1824. He was the son of John Beckner (1799-1844) and his wife, Elizabeth
(Cook) Beckner (1800-1887), He was the grandson of Abram and Christiana Beckner and John Cook, all
of Botetourt County, Virginia.

John C.’s parents had 10 children: Abraham D., John C,, Catherine Bish, Christena Brubaker, Susanna
Brubaker, Jacob B., Benjamin, Mary Ann Riffey Frey, Daniel A. and Samuel 0. Beckner. This family
moved from Fincastle, Botetourt County in 1847-48 to Salem, Roanoke County. The parents are buried
in the old Brubaker Cemetery in the Green Ridge community near Hanging Rock, Roanoke County.

John C. Beckner was married 29 Dec 1844 to Elizabeth BrubaKer. She was born 28 Jul 1830, daughter
of Henry Brubaker (1775-1848) and his second wife, Saloma (Eller) Brubaker (1787-1882). Elizabeth
was the granddaughter of John and Anna (Meyer) Brubaker, Jacob and Magdalena (Peters) Eller. Her

father had nine children by his first wife, Elizabeth Fiora (1774-1809) and 10 children by Saloma,
Elizabeth was the 18th child.

John C. and Elizabeth (Brubaker) Beckner moved from Virginia in 1859 to North Hampton, Clark County,
Ohio. In 1864, they moved to Virden, Macoupin County, Illinois, In 1888, they moved to Anderson
County, Kansas, They were part of the formative years of the Cedar Creek church district of the 0id
German Baptist Brethren Church,

John died 12 Aug 1889; Elizabeth died 21 Feb 190%. They were the parents of two children:
{. Henry Beckner (1848-1921) m Elizabeth Riffey. They
had 4 children. Henry m 2nd Susan (Neff) Clingenpeel
2, Nancy (1834-1937) m Jacob Filbrun., They had 4
children,

John W, Eller wrote to John C. Bechner as follows:

Clark County, Ohio February 19, 1845

Dear Brother in the Lord, i have thought of riting to you for Several days and no opportunity uatil this
morning though you are indebt to me one ietter now but i hope you will pay up with interest i can inform you
that i am well this morning with exception of a little cold the health is good here at present. the
reffugees relations and friends are all well as far as now at present it is likely you would like to no
something about the draft this township have made up all this money except 14 hundred dollars the Brethren i
dont think put in any or but very few of them the Provost Marshall at Collumbus says if they put in any more
bounty money they could not have the benefit of the Commutation law and the Brethren thought that they would
hold on to the latter law their is some of the world say they will burn up their houses if they dont help

make up the money but i hope the Brethren will not pay any Attention to it for the Lord will be with us if we

do our duty towards him,
I suppose you now that Joel Barnhart has moved to the state of Mishigan and he has had very bad luck since he

has been there his house and nerly every thing that was in it was burned to the ground he says that it would

take about 33 hundred dollars to replace everything as it was they was all well when they rote last i will
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now tell you something about the weather it is quite pleasant this morning their is some snow on the ground
yet their has been a great deal of snow here this winter and cold to i have not been doing much this winter on
the account of the bad weather i am still staying at Phillips i dont now what i will do after the weather
sets in purty i have no heart to do any thing., wheat is worth ¢ 1,75 per bushel corn is 95 cents per bushel
oats 70, and other things in proporation. the Reffuggees have not been enrolled in this township yet it
seams that this war is a bad thing to get through with thou i think and do hope this summer will wind it up in
the place of people hungering and thirsting after righteousness they are hungering and thirsting after cold
blood. i dont no what i will rite next look on the other page.

Brother John I gquess you would like to hear Some news from old virginia i received a letter from some about 3
month ago and they was all well at that time and they rote that Father & Mother was well and sent their best
respects to you and Brother Benjamin and all enquiring friends and want you to rite to them i also received
to letter from home friday evening. my son Joseph died the 23 day of November he died with the croup and my
companion was sick he res was well Brother Asbury Deaton died the 19 day of January he died near richmon in
the hossepittie Brother John B. Naff lost his youngest chile some time ago and Sister Magdaline Brubaker
daughter of John Brubaker died with the fever the date not given though I suppose it was in November. Hannah
has also had the fever she is better John i Should 1ike verry much to see you and hear you talk once more |
am rite smartly troubled and some times think that i will go rite of home i dont no how muich longer i can

stand it though if i was their i could do them no good so long as this cruel war is going on, Daniels oidest

chile is dead also died the i1 of december,

i am looking for more letters from home every day for i now their is some on the way my wife says in her last
letter that to common class people will certainly have to sell their land to pay their taxces The times are
hard there. i think that i will now close for the present i hop this may find you all well and i hope you
will excuse bad riting and my takes for i am i-n no condition for riting after reading the sad news from home.
John I want you to rite soon and give me all the news It is some consolation to hear from my “best friend®,
in these trouble some times and i hope you will remember in all you prayers.

Give my respects to all enquiring friend and receive a due portion to yourself, 1 subscribe myself your well

wishin,

Brothers unti] Death
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John W, Eller

to John C, Beckner and family
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H31
H331
H37
H36
H33

12221

Schill
Schill
Schill
Schill
Schill
Schill

Glenn Conley

Hannah Ann (Deaton)

Ilena Rebakah

Janine (Jordan)

Lara Ellzabeth

Laura Noelle

Martha Jane (Shellhaas)
Melvin William Walker
Shaun Chrlistopher
Shirley Mae (Royer)
Tamera Lee

Ing, Albert

ing, Carl Wilbur

ing, Deaton

ing, Della Mae (Deaton)
ing, Marlellen (Zachritz)
Ing, Odetta (Hawking) West

Schwirtz, John Michael
Schwirtz, Pamela Sue (Parks)
Schwirtz, Timothy

Scriba, Derik Rodney

Scriba, Heinz Michael

Scriba, Lorl Lynn (Tschirhart)
Scriba, Nlcole Lynn

Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Shank,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,

Brenda Kay

Brittany Lalne

David Jesse

Emerson Dale

Emlly Lou (Phares) Manley
Esther Jane

Frances Yvonne (Nevers)
James Earl

Joseph Ear]

Mary Elizabeth (Dlllon)
Norris Robert

Patricla Lynn

Robert Alan

Ruby (Baker)

Shanna Mellissa

Wilbur

Anna (Bergstrom)

David Malcolm

Fred

Gaston Cedric

Grace Elijzabeth (Deaton)
Kenneth Lansdale
Lucinda Elaine

Lyle Frederick

Michael

Michael Erek
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B52
H64
C314
C3t
D16l

D162
Ci311

1441
144

H65
B311

B312
B3111

C1321
C211
c212
C213
c21
C1341
C1342
C134
E64
C1331

C131
C137

C135
C1312

Smith, Neil William

Smith, Pamela Marcelle Brown (Geetling)
Smith, Plilar (Alzate)

Smith, Robin Ruth (Seldler)
Snider, Joyce Elaine (Rust)
Snider, Max

Storrie, Cynthia Eljzabeth (Yates)
Storrie, Larry

Sweet, Charles E., Il

Sweet, Kay Lynn (Dlllon)

Thomson, Joel

Thomson, Sharon Hope (Mason)
Tachirhart, Frank

Tschirhart, Michaela Mary

Tschirhart, Sandra Arlene (Dillon) Huffman

Vegso, Edward Alan

Vegso, Edward Stanley

Vegso, Robin Lelgh

Wachtel, Paul Woodrow

Ward, James Michael

Ward, Rachel Ilene

Ward, Sarah Ann (Deaton)
Wareham, Dwight

Wareham, Rita Elizabeth (Mason)
Weinel, Chris Allen

Weinel, Rhonda (Meyers)
Weinel, Richard Patrick
Weinel, Tanya Meyers

Weinel, Willlam

Weiskittel, Natalie Christine
Weiskittel, Robert E.

Wigent, David Ross

Wigent, Gregory Alan

Wigent, Laura Kate

Wigent, Lou Verna (Dillon)
Wigent, Phillip Alan
Wissinger, Jennifer Christine
Wiasinger, Jonathan Cralgh
Wissinger, Pamela Thresa (Yates)
Wissinger, William Thomas
Yanes, Lorl Jean (Jestice)
Yanes, Manuel Jacobo

Yates, Erin Ellzabeth

Yates, Fred Curtis

Yates, Fred Curtls, Jr

Yates, Holly Virginia (Lukegord)
Yates, Kay Ann (Bergner)
Yates, Mark Jonathan

Yates, Susan Yvonne

Yates, Thomas Mark
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C133 Yates, Timothy Keith

C13 Yates, Virglnla Maude (Shank)
Zerkle, Curtis Vincent

ES2 Zerkle, Jo Ellen (Bllickenstaff)

E521 Zerkle, Laura Elizabeth
ES23 Zerkle, Nathan Micah
ES22 Zerkle, Rachel Tabitha



