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"There were several men named Michael Frantz in Botetourt County,
Virginia during the period of the late 1700's through the middle 1800’s. There
is confusion and disagreement among Frantz reseachers as to the parents of the
two men named Michael Frantz who were listed in 1810 as living in Botetourt
County. I [J. Arthur Shanks] made two visits to Fincastle, the county seat, to
do my own research on the matter. The first visit was to research our ancestor
Adam Shank. The second visit was to establish which Michael Frantz was our
ancestor and the father-in-law of Adam Shank who married his daughter,
Elizabeth.

"Michael II died about 1808, so the Virginia Census of 1810 shows that
there were only two men named Michael Frantz living in Botetourt County at that
time. One was listed in the census as 'Michael Frantz, Jr.’ The other was
listed as ’Michael Frantz, the younger.’ Michael, ’the younger’ was listed with
several teen-age children at home. Michael ’'Jr.’ was shown with himself and
wife (both in the 'over 45’ bracket; one male in the 26 to 44 bracket and one
male 'under 10'). Michael ’Jr.’ was obviously much older than Michael ’the
vounger.’' Other research shows Michael Jr. had only four children, all married
by 1810. When he made his will in 1816, he named all four children, one of whom
he designated as ’'Elizabeth, wife of Adam Shank of Kentucky.’ There is another
document, a deed, apparently overlooked by earlier researchers, but which
proves, conclusively, the parentage of ’'Michael Frantz, the younger.’ The deed
was made by Christian and Anne Frantz on October 13, 1800 and is recorded in
Deed Book No. 7, at page 352. It conveys, quoting from the deed, ’'To our son,
Michael, a tract of 193 acres on Craven Creek.’ This Michael sold part of the
183 acre tract on March 1, 1825. It is recorded in Deed Book No. 15, page 310
and he cites his title, word for word, from the 1800 deed of his parents. He
could not have been the son of Michael and Magdalena Frantz whose son Michael
Jr. died in 1817. The confusion over the two Michaels seems to stem from
erroneous research recorded in a Garst Family genealogy in 1950 and taken as
’gospel’ since that time. [Bold emphasis by the editor L.F.E.]

"Michael Frantz, father-in-law of Adam Shank, was identified as Michael
Frantz Jr. in a deed dated September 11, 1792 and recorded in DB.No. 4, page
387, The deed was for 268 acres located on Carvin Creek and just west of
present day Roanoke, Virginia. On April 8, 1800 he acquired an adjoining 24
acres from his brother Daniel -- this land being ’on the north branches of the
Roan Oak River.’ Michael, getting old in years, sold off part of his land in
1809 and another part in 1811, retaining 82 acres on which he lived until his
death. Michael’s wife, Elizabeth, continued living there until she died,
apparently about 1832, The 82 acre tract, on which she had lived, was sold by
the Executor of Michael’s estate on October 11, 1832 and the proceeds from the
sale, $189.42 was noted in the final account of the settlement of his estate
which was recorded at the March term of court at Fincastle in 1833.

"The location of Michael’s land and likewise that of Adam Shank who
adjoined, can be determined from the description in their deeds. Their lands
were on Carvin Creek, on the ’north branches of Roan Oak River’ and ’near the
Green Ridge.’ A present day AAA road map of Roanoke, Virginia, shows Interstate
Highway 81 running along ’'Green Ridge.’ Going north on the highway and
immediately after passing Exit 43, the highway crosses Carvin Creek. Michael
and Adam would have been located either immediately on the left toward Tinker
Mountain or on the right near Hollins College. The upper reaches of Carvin
Creek have been impounded to form a reservoir for the city of Roanoke. It is
difficult to visualize this area in the beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains as it



FOR YOUR INFORMATION HAZEL, FROM LORRAINE 4 JAN 1994 3

FIRST GENERATION

existed when Michael Frantz and Adam Shank made it their home. A map of the
area, made in 1821 makes no mention at all of Roanoke -- only the 'Roan Oak’
River. It does show a very small community on the map called ’'Big Lick.’ Big
Lick was the seed from which has grown today’s Roanoke, a bustling city of over
100,000 souls.

"Getting back to our Michael Frantz Jr. He made his will on the 16th of
September 1816 and it was probated the next spring in the May term of court in
1817. His will is recorded in Will Book C, page 94. He was quite specific in
his will:

'In the name of God, Amen, I Michael Frantz of Botetourt, being very sick

and weak in body, but of perfect mind and memory, thanks be given unto

God; Calling into mind the mortality of my body and knowing that it is

appointed for all men once to die, do make and ordain this my last will

and testament. That is to say principally and first of all, I give and

Recommend my soul into the hand of almighty God that gave it and my Body

I Recommend to the Earth to be buried in decent Christian Burial at the

discretion of my Executors; nothing Doubting but at the general

Ressurection I shall receive the same again by the Mighty Power of God

and as touching such worldly Estate wherewith it has pleased God to bless

me in this life, I give, devise....’

"Michael went on in his will to dispose of his worldly goods. His wife,
Elizabeth, was to live on the property the rest of her life and at her death,
the property was to be sold and the proceeds.divided equally between his four
children, to wit:

'Michael Frantz of the State of Kentucky. Elizabeth, wife of Adam Shank

of Kentucky. Catherine Frantz, wife of Henry Britz of Botetourt, VA, also

Polly, wife of Daniel Stovers, Botetourt, Virginia.’

"The settlement of Michael’s estate, filed with the court in 1833, as
well as his will, are very important documents to the genealogy of Adam Shank.
The Shanks Family from Pequea Creek, by J. Arthur Shanks, (Evansville, IN:
Whipporwill Publications, 1985), pp. 45-46.

"Frantz, Michael, Will pro May, 1817. Names wife, Elizabeth, and ch,
Michael (of Ky.), Elizabeth (wife Adam Shanks, of Ky.), Catherine (wife
of Henry Britz), and Polly (wife of Daniel Stover)." Early Marriages,
Wills and Some Revolutionary War Records Botetourt County, Virginia, by
Anne Lowry Worrell, p. 55.

Children:

i. Elizabeth "Betsy"2 Frantz’. Born, circa 1778 (?), in Cocalico
Twp., Lancaster Co., PA8, Died, before 1830, in Muhlenberg Co.,
KY%. She married Adam Shank (Schenck)l9, son of John/Johanne
Shank (Schenck) and Mary Moyer (Myer), 17 Sep 1797, in
Botetourt Co., VAll, Marriage(2): 12 Sep 1797 (7)12,

ii. Michael Frantz/Francel!3. Born in ?Botetourt Co., VA. Died, 1847
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{(?), in Muhlenberg Co., KY!4, Census: 1810, in Muhlenberg Co.,
KY!5., Census: 1820, in Muhlenberg Co., KY18, Census: 1830, in
Muhlenberg Co., KY!7. He married Elizabeth Gish, daughter of
Christian Gish II and Elizabeth Barbara Stintz, 23 Nov 1802, in
Botetourt Co., VA8, Marriage(2): 28 Nov 1802 (?)19.

Catherine Frantz2?, Born in ?Botetourt Co., VA. Died in
?Botetourt Co., VA. She married?! Henry Britz?!, 3 Jun 1802, in
Botetourt Co., VA22, Mar License, 29 Apr 1802, in Fincastle,
Botetourt Co., VAZ3,

Polly Frantz24. She married?5 Daniel Stovers?!, 8 Apr 1806, in
Fincastle, Botetourt Co., VA26,
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