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Re Adam Shanks: Cap---) 
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When Adam sold his farm in Virginia in 1807 he moved to Hawkins 

County, Tenn where he bought 108 acres from Pleasant Johnson for 
$500. 	On November 1, 1810 he sold the land back to Johnson and 
then moved on into Kentucky 
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FIRST GENERATION  

1. 	Michael1  Frantz Jr.1 , SOfl of Michael Frantz TI and Magdalena Zug. Born, 
circa 1753 (?), in 1:ocaiico Twp., Lancaster Co., PA2. Died, circa 1817 (?), in 
Botetourt Co.. VA. Prob of Est: May 1817, in Botetourt Co., VA4. 

"There were several men named Michael Frantz in Botetourt County, 
Virginia during the period of the Tate 1700's through the middle 1800's. There 
is confusion and disagreement among Frantz reseachers as to the parents of the 
two men named Michael Frantz who were listed in 1810 as living in Botetourt 
County. I [J. Arthur Shanks] made two visits to Fincastle, the county seat, to 
do my own research on the matter. The first visit was to research our ancestor 
Adam Shank. The second visit was to establish which Michael Frantz was our 
ancestor and the father-in-law of Adam Shank who married his daughter, 
Elizabeth. 

"Michael II died about 1808, so the Virginia Census of 1810 shows that 
there were only two men named Michael Frantz living in Botetourt County at that 
time. One was listed in the census as 'Michael Frantz, Jr.' The other was 
listed as 'Michael Frantz, the younger.' Michael, 'the younger' was listed with 
several teen-age children at. home. Michael 'Jr.' was shown with himself and 
wife (both in the 'over 45' bracket; one male in the 26 to 44 bracket and one 
male 'under 10'). Michael 'Jr.' was obviously much older than Michael 'the 
younger.' Other research shows Michael Jr. had only four children, all married 
by 1810. When he made his will in 1816, he named all four children, one of whom 
he designated as 'Elizabeth, wife of Adam Shank of Kentucky.' There is another 
document, a deed, apparently overlooked by earlier researchers, but which 
proves, conclusively, the parentage of 'Michael Frantz, the younger.' The deed 
was made by Christian and Anne Frantz on October 13, 1800 and is recorded in 
Deed Book No. 7, at page 352. It conveys, quoting from the deed, 'To our son, 
Michael, a tract of 193 acres on Craven Creek.' This Michael sold part of the 
193 acre tract on March 1, 1825. It is recorded in Deed Book No. 15, page 310 
and he cites his title, word for word, from the 1800 deed of his parents. He 
could not have been the son of Michael and Magdalena Frantz whose son Michael 
Jr. died in 1817. The confusion over the two Michaels seems to stem from 
erroneous research recorded in a Garst Family genealogy in 1950 and taken as 
'gospel' since that time. [Bold emphasis by the compiler, L.F.E.] 

"Michael Frantz, father-in-law of Adam Shank, was identified as Michael 
Frantz Jr. in a deed dated September 11, 1792 and recorded in DB No. 4, page 
387. The deed was for 268 acres located on Calvin Creek and just west of 
present day Roanoke, Virginia. On April 8, 1800 he acquired an adjoining 24 
acres from his brother Daniel -- this land being 'on the north branches of the 


