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Elder Samuel Murray 

/After  he was eighty he retired from active service but preached oc-
casfonally. 

ABRAHAM NEFF 
Abraham L. Neff. .was a native of .Franklin County, Yir  inia, 

horn January 9,,,1830. He, was. the Son of Lorin  and Nam N f . 
came to. Indiana 	Two years later le married Lydia White- . 
head. To . them were 	1 four sons and .one daughter. li  , 1 eyr united 
with the church in 1862.;Iii 1871 he was called to the Ministry jn the 
Solomon's-  Creekshurch,'  advanced in 1878 and ordained in 1888. In 
188-6The moved to West Goshen and remained sixteen years. While 
here he had- presiding charge for seine time. In 1902 he moved to 
Syracuse where he spent 'the. remainder of his fife. His wife died in 
1912, , and he followed' her four years later. He was earnest, in 
his, church work and respected by those who knew him. His grandson, 
R4tig,b,Nef f is a minister in the Bethany congregation. , 

Abe Ntff, soti of, Henry M. and Nettie Neff, was, born in Elkhart • 
County, Ind. in 1895: He Was baptized insthe.ibounds Of the Rock Rtm,T  
Chinch in,. 1910 and has 'been a foremost' leader in. the '.,NeW. Ptns 
Church of which he was a charter member. He, was a Member of; the 

, Brethren Service Comniittee for fiVe ye us, and, also Sec -treis of th, 
District Men's Work for 4 yearS. 'He made a trip by air With a plarte.T,'''T 
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dren, one a student at Manchester- College. and the other iat Pur-
due University. 

HENRY NEFF 

The name Neff is very common in Elkhart and Kosciusko Coun-
ties. One family of the Neffs is especially noted for its number of 
preachers it has given 11w church. The father of this family was Hely 
Neff 

Ile was born in otetourt C cnn 	Vir 	 it the gin 
of the last century. Ile was 	it there t 	 About 83 
he moved to Son_tbertAndiana. Tn 18.10 he novet to !,1khart Coun y, 
settling at first in the northern, and later, in the southern part of the 
county: Here he raised a family of six boys and three girls.. The old 
home place is three miles southwest of New Paris. 

lie had united with the church and had been elected to the ministry 
in Virginia. lie took a great interest in the work of the church in In-
diana. He was, a colahorer with Elder John Leatherman in the over- 
sight of the Turkey Creek church. He did much to build up the church' • - 
at home and elsewhere. Ile died suddenly in ifi_(8 at the Vnion Center 	 1;7.  
Church. His widow died in 188/. 	 ) 

IlaEy, the eldest daughter, married John Studebaker, a deacon in 
the Rock Run church. They later moved to Illinois. One of their sons, 
Daniel, became a preacher in the church. A daughter of John Stude-
faC-rmarried Abram Lear, mid became the mother of 'Elder J. W. 
Lear. A second datihter of Ilcnry Neff, Sr., Elizabeth, married Adam 
1,eatz and became the mother of Elders George W. Lentz and • 
Charles Lentz, both well-known ministers in Missouri. The youngest 
.daughter, St_rsic,, married Levi Arnold. Their son Charles  - became elder 
of the Solomon's Creek, and later of New Paris churches. Charles 
Arnold's son, Levi, is a minister in Elkhart 'City. 

;.• 	, 
Two of the sons of Henry Neff, Sr., were ministers: Daniel and • 

Illary Jr. Daniel Neff was an elder in the Union Center church, along 	 e." 4 
- with John Burkholder and John Angletuyer. He had thretons who . 

later became preachers. William was elected in the Bethel Church, or- 
dained here, but later moved to Beaverton, Michigan. James was 	2 I 
elected in Solomou's Creek and was presiding elder there for some years ' 
until ix)or health compelled him to give up the work. Another brother, 
lap.12,..a deacon, lived at Milford. 

Henry Neff Jr. was called to t Ii e ministry in the Union 
Center church in 1892. Ile was ordained in 1904 and had charge of 
the Union Center church at the time of his death in 1906. Ile was fol-. 
lowed in the ministry by his son, 	who -later became the elder, 
of the Maple Grove church-for a num x:r of . years, finally mOving-t6 
New Paris, where he now lives. 	
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the commtinity, for by their industry and good habits they assist in developing the 
country and rear honorable families. 

JOSEPHEUE.  NEFF., a member of the Nappanee Implement Company, was born 
December 30, 1861, on his father's farm in Jackson township, this county, and like 
most country boys he attended the district school in winter and assisted his father 
with the farm work during the summer months. He continued under the parental 
roof until of age when he started out to tight his own way in life. He first settled 
on a farm in Jefferson township, Kosciusko county, improved this farm in every way 
and subsequently sold to advantage and moved to Nappanee in 1890. Until the 
spring of 1891 he was with Paxton Bros.. general implement dealers, and he then 
formed a partnership •with Mr. French. During the summer and fall of the sanie 
year he and his partner built a large double store and salesroom, which they stocked - 
with all the latest and most improved farm machinery and hardware. They are 
honorable, conscientious business men and have already built up a large trade in 
their line. Mr. Neff is a practical and experienced man, thoroughly conversant i 
with every detail of his business, and is highly esteemed throughout mercantile cir-, 
des for his many exemplary traits of character, promptness and reliability. He was the , 
only child born to John and Anna (Lisle) Neff, the former a native of Ohio and the 
latter of Elkhart county, Ind. John Neff  was the son of Henry Neff, who came to 
Indiana at an early day, being among the pioneer settlers of Fakttart county. The 
mother of our subject was a daughter of John Lisle, also a pioneer of this county. She 
was one of three children by her father's first marriage, and her brothers were 
Josephens, deceased, and ja_Ualt living in Iowa. Her father married the second time 
and by this union became the father of six children. Our subject was but six months 
old when he was left motherless and his father was married the second time to Miss 
Elizabeth Geyer and reared six sons and thr . an hters: Calvin, Levi, AJOL.E1H, 
Rollo, Loyd and Burton, and Ida, Emma and ettie, Bo ki..—and Mrs. Neff are 
lfg aliThave a grfarm in Jackson towns i p, his county. Josepheus Neff's 
marriage with Miss Katie Smith, who was born in 1862, was solemnized in 1013, 
and one bright little child has blessed this union, Gracie, whose birth occurred July 
22, 1888. Mrs. Neff's parents, Jacob and Elizabeth (Fischer) Smith, were natives 
of Pennsylvania and Canada, respectively, and earlypioneers of Elkhart county. 
Both are now deceased. They were the parents of eight children, four sons and 
four daughters: Samuel, John Frank, Jesse, Susan, Luds Kate and The 
latter married George 	Whitehead and died at the age o twenty t ree y 	The 

..„-irenlitinifer of the children are living, the boys on farms in ac -son 	alii nd the 
girls all married and living not far from the old home. Mr. Neff is one of the push-
ing, energetic young business men of Nappanee and is quite a favorite in business 
and social circles. In politics he is a Democrat.  

. 	. 	IGER, Osceo a, Ind. Our subject is one of the old settlers of St. Joseph 
county, Ind., of German-English descent. His great-grandfather 	Kiger, 
was a native of Pennsylvania, married and had the following _family: Peggy, Mary, 
Jesse, Henry, Jacob and Peter. The occupation of Mr. Niger was farming, and his 
death occurred in the Keystone State. Peter Kiger i  Jr., son of the above and the 
grandfather of our subject, was born in Lancaster county, Pa., married there Cath-
erine Farce, daughter of William Yaree. -wlio belonged to the same family as the 
Wilberforce family. Peter Kiger 1,3d-irvife were the parents of fourteen children, 
as follows: Sarah, who died when a young we-mazy; Jacob, who died when a young 
man; William, who died_whin an infant; Henry, Jesse P., Peter, Ebeneezer, Abra-
ham, James, Eliza, Katie A., Hannah (deceased), Jane AndMinerva. Peter Kiger 
left Pennsylvania and settled at Cadiz, Ohio, where he rem-a-fixed some years and 
then moved to-Wayne county, Ohio, where he bought 160 acres of laud, for which 
he paid -1480. He settled in the woods before any one else had come ttere,cleared 
up a-  good farm, made improvements, passed there the remainder of his days and 
died in 1850, seventy-six years of age. Both Mr. and Mrs. 'tiger were members 
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and Mrs. Fredrick hold membership in the German Baptist CLurch, and he is a. 
deacon in the same. Mr. Fredrick is not a partisan in politics but is a public-
spirited man, and one deeply interested in the progress and improvement of the ! 
country. He has held office in the township and is a most worthy citizen. 

CHRISTIAN STOUDER is a well-to-do and prominent farmer located in Union town. 
' irk:WM& 4 	• ship, this county, where he was born April 14, 1845. He was one of four children, . 606POttir-A4' only two now living, Mrs.inff and himself, born to the marriage of Christian and 

17/5,v),  '5 	Ei-ktoakafary (Miller) Stouder. 	e mother of our subject had been married previously to 
`4" 	J656t31  ed.' 4. IND a Mr. Bright, and bore him live children, as follows: door e V.; David M., resid- 

t3 18'13 	ing in Michigan; John (deceased); William, residing in ansas, and Mary, Mrs. 
Brulner, now of Union township, this county. During his youthful days our sub- 

	

41'CA ATIM 	ject divided his time between the duties on the farm and the duties in the school- 

	

V (WARP-) 	room, receiving his education during the winter months. When about sixteen years 

	

NEFF 	of age he left home and began working a farm by the month. When twenty years 'Jitti 2-3,098 • 	of age he came in possession of a farm of eighty acres near Nappanee, and this he rt0):60  /1-1140‘ owned six or seven years, when he sold out and bought the place were he now lives. 
PiMac ),./8/03/2-y 
(4 CH 044 Lea y AE-P7. 	At the present time he has 124 acres of good land, well improved and with many 

improvements. When twenty-two years of age he married Miss Elizabeth Hohbein, 
a native of the Buckeye State, born September 20, 1853, and the daughter of Adam 
Hohbein: Mr. Hohbein was born in Germany, and was one of two children born to 
his parents. He was crippled when a small boy and as a consequence was not 
obliged to serve in the German army. He was married in the old country to Miss 
Catherine Horn, and shortly afterward crossed the ocean to America, settling in 
Mahoning county, Ohio. In 1865 they moved to Indiana, and there Mr. Hohbein has 
since followed the trade of tailor. He and wife are still living in Union township, 
and are consistent members of the German Reform Church. They have had ten 
children, of whom but four are living: Elizabeth (deceased), was the wife of Mr. 
Stouder; Hannah, the widow of John Umbaugh, resides in Union township; Louisa, 
married — Wise, and resides on the home place; Martha, wife of William Urn-
barigh, resides in Union township; Christian, and a brother are deceased; Sarah, 
died in this State, was the wife of Jacob Wise; Peggie A.. died in Ohio, and two 
other children died young. Mrs. Stouder was a child of thirteen years when her 
parents came to Indiana. She became a member of the German Baptist Church, 
and died in 1875, leaving one child, Emma C., now deceased, who was born in 1868. 
Mr. Stouder selected his second wife in the sister of his first wife, Catherine Hoh-
bein, who was born in Ohio, April 6, 1853, and who became the mother of five chil-
dren: Alvina, who was born October 23, 1873, and died three years later; Lydia, 
born October 14, 1875, died at the age of two years; William H., born December 
23, 1877, is now at home assisting on the farm; David T., born November 27, 1879, 
and Mary E., who was born and died in 1881. Mr. Stouder and his wife are both 
members of the German Baptist Church, and in politics Mr. Stouder is a Democrat. 
His two sons are still attending public school, and he intends to give them each a 
good education. On his fine and well-located farm Mr. Stouder is engaged in gen-
eral farming, and is surrounded by all the comforts and many of the luxuries of life. 
His property is the result of hard work and perseverance. He inherited land from 
his parents, and after settling this embarked in the saw-mill business. He was 
quite unfortunate at one time, for his mill WRS destroyed by fire, but in spite of all 
this he managed to make some money,Imd in 1870 bought the fine farm where be 
lives. He has added to the original tract., and improved it in so many ways that no 
better  lace is to be found in the county. 

Ammtr. . trr is one o the oldest native-born residents of Elkhart county, in 
whi tiiOw 	He is a member of a family whose history was identified 
with the State in days of earlier R1H1 simpler style of living. He was born near 
Bristol, April 2, 1839, and was the youngest but one of a family of eleven children, 



	 42-&-frio.„;---- 
-(France) ett, both n ttwesa 	rrginia, and ciekendams 	oict 	 e.k 
Ilent_ 	was born 	in Franklin 	eourity, that State, and was a son of I- 	: c 
who was also a native of the Old Dominion. Hennt_Neff's wite,  A 
waLit  daughter of cristian Fra 	and like himself, was of Germ sigip. After 
marriage they moved from 	glum to 	 to Elkhart county„Iud., in 1834 
settling on a farm near Bristol. About the year 11.11, the family moved to 
temulikip, this coty, settled on a farm now ows.ed by the youngest  Born, and there 
the father and motl_i_t___nAlecl, the former at the age of event and the latter when 
ecietv-tbage yesira  of age. The father and mother were e ong members of the 
German Baptist Church and among its most prominent and influential members. 
He was a man of resolute character, and of more than ordinary intelligence. His 
children were named as follows: Is 	ied in Kansas•.  Iarv, married John Stud- 
elalier (cousin of the large mann acturers of SouthenTrand is living in Mont- 

Ill.; lizabeth,  wife of Adam Lent;  died in Illinois; Dliiriel• 
Susan wife of Levi_Asuold; John F.„  Henry, Samuel C.  (subject), andWilliam who 
re.  skies on the home place in Jackson township. Mr. Neff had very littki—means 
when he came to Elkhart county, but by honesty and hard work accumulated a com-
fortable fortune. Smintel_C--Diell was b i_o_33_in the northern int of the conaty, but 
when a child moved with his parents to Jackson towlii, where he grew to man-
hood. Although his schooling was limited to the winter months, he secured a good 
education, and after assisting on the farm until twenty-one years of age, started out 
to battle his own way in life. His father gave him a farm in Marshall county, this 
State, but this he sold in 1870, and bought the farm on which he has lived ever 
since. During this time, April 2, 1863,  he married Miss Lydia Stouder,  who, like 
himself, was a native of Elkhartrounty, born July_11.L1184). Her parents, Christian 
and Mary Stouder, were among the early pioneers of the county, and of the five 
children born to them two are still living: Lydia and Christian; Samuel, Lucinda 
and Lovina are deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Neff have lived in this part of the county 
a number of years. and nine children were born to them; two tire deceased, Calvin and 
Marvin. Seven are living, as are also six grandchildren; four of the children are 
unirrit.d: :11:0,LA., wife ofMiljaavirippingier. and has three children; Jinn, married 
Mr. William Birkholder, and has one child; Chijaaan, married Miss Minnie Smith, 
and has oilTCliaraT—id Deliline, married Mr.  Enos Missler,  and they have one child. 
The unmarried children are at home. Samuel C. Ne and wife are members of the 
German Baptist Church, and Mr. Neff is eep y interested in church and school 
work, Its well as everything tending toward the upbuilding of the county. He is 
one of the largest landholders in this part of the county. owning about five hundred 

t  and fifteen acres in Union township and a quarter section in Locke township. All 
his property has been accumulated by the honest sweat of his brow, and he merits the 
respect and confidence of all for his industry and good management. In connection 
with farming he is also engaged in stockraising, and is meeting with good success. 
His elder children are living on his vajus farms, and the you've  are at horn 
	eltouoE AIINOLD. Mr. Arnoh , furniture dealer and manufacturer, moue o the fore- 

most business men of Nappanee, and at all times keeps a well-selected and extensive 
assortment of medium and the finest grades of goods. As in every thing else so in 
furniture it always pays to keep the best, and the establishment of Mr. Arnold has 
gained an excellent reputation for just methods. This gentleman was born in Stark 
county, Ohio, December 24, 1839, and was the seventh in order of birth of nine chil-
dren born to Reuben and Mary (Harman) Arnold, both natives of Pennsylvania, the 
father born November 7, 1790, and the mother May 10, 1805. The Arnold family 
came originally from England and is remotely connected to Benedict Arnold of 
Revolutionary fame. Our subject's maternal grandfather, George Harman, was a 
soldier of the War of 1812, was wounded in a battle with the Indians and remained 
a cripple for life. The Harmans, for the most part, were prosperous people and 
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Elder Samuel Murray 

After he was cighty he retired from active service but preachol oc-
casionally. 

• ABRAHAM L. NEFF 

Abraham L. Neff was a native of Franklin County, Virginia,  
born January 9, 183o. He was the son ofJe_u_iind Nancyff. Ile 
came to Indiana 	Two years later le married  y1.1 White- 
head. To them wer7."Wilt four sons and one daughter. Tay united 
with the church in 1862. In 1871 he was called to the ministry in the 
Si )lomon's Creek church, advanced in 1878 and ordained in i888. In 
i886 he moved to West Goshen and remained sixteen years. While 
here he had presiding charge for some time. In 1902 he moved to 
Syracuse where he spent the, remainder of his life. His wife died in 
1912, ,and he followed her four years later. Ile was earnest in 
his church work and respected by those who knew him. his grandson', 
Itideitli_Neff.  is a minister in the Bethany congregation. 

...kbe_NLeff, son of Henry  M. and Nettie  Neff, was born in Elkhart 
County, Ind. in 1895. He was baptized iiithounds of the Rock Run 
Church in 1910 and. has been a foremost reader in the New Paris 
Church of which he was a charter member. lie was a member of, the 
Brethren Service Committee for five years, and also Sec.-treas. of.  thh, 
District Alen's Work foT 4 years. 'Ile made a trip by air with a pIane-3.--  
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