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The following article is reproduced from the Genealogical Aids Bulletin,
Volume 15, Issue 2, October, 1985, of the Miami Valley Genealogical Society
Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society. It was written by Elizabeth Miller
Lane, 631 Delaware Avenue, Dayton, OH 45405.

FRANTZ FAMILIES IN CLARK AND MONTGOMERY COUNTIES (OHIO)

Held in high esteem among Brethren genealogists and others have been
the Frantz families who settled in Clark County and in Montgomery County in
the early 19th century. i

THEIR ORIGIN

These Frantz lines are said to have originated in the Canton of St. Joseph,
near Basel, Switzerland, although another reference names St. Jacob. Basel is
a city on the Rhine where the German, French and Swiss borders converge.

Three Frantz immigrants who are thought to be brothers arrived in Phila-
delphia on three different sailing vessels: Michael Frantz on the ship, "Molly,"
“on 30 September 1727; Balser Frantz, 2 October 1727; and Christian Frantz I,
five years later, on 11 August 1732. All three settled in Lancaster County, PA.

Michael Frantz, Sr. (1687-1748) was baptized by the Brethren on 29 Sept-
ember 1734 at Conestoga and was commissioned to preach; the following year he
was ordained and became the tirst elder at Conestoga. He had evidently been
well educated in Switzerland, for he wrote both poetry and prose, his writings
being published by Christopher Sauer, the German printer of Germantown, PA.

Both Christian Frantz 1 and Balser Frantz joined the Brethren at Conestoga
in 1735, the year that Mlchael Frantz was ordained as an elder. (Christian
Frantz T died in 1739, and Balser in 1747.)

CONNECTED FAMILY LINES

Ulrich Zug (Zook) was a grandson of Hans Zaug (born cal630), the Swiss
Anabaptist preacher who was arrested and imprisoned for his preaching. Ulrich
and Barbara (Bachman) Zug arrived at Philadelphia on the "James Goodwill" on
27 September 1727. 'They were Mennonites, joining the Brethren in 1742. 1In 1748,
their daughter, Magdalena, married Michael Frantz, Jr. (1725-1807). He followed
in the footsteps of his father by becoming an ordained elder in 1780. Shortly
after, Michael and Magdalena (Zug) Frantz moved their family of eight sons and
one daughter to Botetourt County, Virginia. (Another Frantz making this move
was Christian Frantz II, a first cousin of Michael.)

In the migration to the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia was also the John
Nicholas Garst family. (John Nlicholas had brought his bride to America in
LZZT, the year before his father, Theobald Garst, came with the rest of the
Garst family.)

Four Frantz brothers (Daniel, Christian, Peter, and David) married four
Garst sisters (Anna, Mary, Catharine, and Mary Elizabeth), while their sister
who may have been named Anna married Jacob Garst (1766-1854), a brother of the
four Garst sisters. These alliances created five large families, each set of
children being double first cousins to each of the other four sets, something
of a record in mutual affinities. Several of these families and the descendants
of others located in Clark County, Ohio.
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