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FRANCE 

The France family is of German origin and there were 
several immigrants to the American Colonies by the name of 
France and its variants, Frants, Frans, Franse, Franz, and 
Frantz. 

I. William France, the ancestor and the pioneer of this 

tled in Yokum Station before 1803. In this year, April 16, he 
witnessed a deed for William McCutcheon to Aaron Collier, 
along with Joseph Head, and March 26, 1806 he purchased 
225 acres of land, lying on both sides of Powell River in Lee 
County, from Joseph Head for $7331/2  . He resided with his 
family at this location until his death in 1834. In 1807, he 
further acquired a tract of land, lying in Poor Valley in 
Yokum Station, by grant in partnership with John Preston. 

William France's wife was Elizabeth, born 1778, who may 
have been Elizabeth Heiskell. According to the 1850 census, 
Elizabeth was 72, and living with her son, William W. 
France, and the Lee County Death register shows: Elizabeth 
France died 1854, age 75. According to the 1830 census, 
William France was- between 60 and 70. He died intestate 
and Elizabeth France qualified as administratrix of his 
estate, September 27, 1834, with Benjamin Davis, and John 
B. Collier her securities, and his estate was appraised 
November 11, 1834 by Daniel Reasor, David Olinger and 
John Olinger. 

ORDER BOOK 327th OCTOBER 1830 
William France 

Against 	Upon a Rule 
Margaret Razor 

On the motion of William France praying for relief as security of 
Margaret Razor for her due and faithful administration of the estate of 
Michael Razor decd: This day came the parties by their counsel who being 
heard it is ordered that the said Margaret Razor give to said William France 
good counter security, the bond for which purpose is to be in the penalty of 
$5000 and thereupon the said Margaret Razor together with James Flanary 
and Benjamin Davis entered into and acknowledged a bond in the manner 
required. 

William and Elizabeth France had nine children: 
1. Christian M. France, m. Mary E. Dickenson, daughter of Benjamin 

and Elizabeth (Ransom) Dickenson. He was active in the county 
and community affairs. They remained in Lee County, Virginia un-
til after the death of Benjamin Dickenson. when they sold their land 
holdings, and first moved to Knox Co., Ky., later moved to Missouri 
and settled in Buchanan county, where they were residing in 1858. 
(DBK 12, 575; DBK 15, 1) 

2. Lucinda France. m. Stephen T. Collier, son of Randolph and 
Catherine. (See the Collier Family.) 

3. Mary France, b. 1800; d. 1862; m. about 1818, William Zion, b. 
1799, son ofJohn Sr. and Lucy. (See the Zion Family.) 

4. Sarah (Sally) France, m. Job Chrisman. 
5. John France, m. Mary Ann Duff, dau. of Samuel and Margaret 

(Olinger) Duff. 
6. Peter France, m. 1st, in Jackson Co., Mo., name of wife unknown; 
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2nd, in Lee Co., Va., Sept. 20, 1853, Celia Ward, b. 1820 in Tenn. 
7. Adam France, b. about 1810; d. 1837. 
8. Henry France. No record of birth, marriage or death. 
9. William W. France, b. about 1815-20. 

7. Adam France (son of William Sr.), b. about 1810; d. 1837. His per-
sonal estate was appraised Dec. 30, 1837 by John Koger, David Olinger and 
John C. Olinger. He was married, October 13, 1831 by Andrew Hunter, to 
Frances (Fanny) Ely, b. June 16, 1811; d. Aug. 18, 1876. On 20 Nov. 
1837, Frances France, with her securities, Hiram Ely, John Smith, Joseph 
Ely and John C. Olinger, qualified as administratrix, according to law of 
the estate of Adam France, deceased. (OBK .1-276) 

The Court appointed Frances France guardian of her minor children, 
children named: 

(1) William Heiskell France, b. Aug. 3, 1832. He was a Confederate 
soldier and served as private in Company A. 64th Regiment, 
William's Brigade, commanded by Captains Campbell Slemp, 
Alexander Morris and Joshua E. Hobbs. He was captured and sent 
to Camp Douglas, Illinois, a prisoner of War, where he died, unm. 
Nov. 5, 1864 of smallpox and is buried in Oakwoods Cemetery, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

(2) Rebecca Reasor France, b. Jan. 30, 1835; d. June 11, 1909, near 
Freeman, Missouri; m. Feb. 4, 1852 in Blue Springs Church in Lee 
Co., Va., Richard Maloney, b. July 22, 1827; d. Aug. 6, 1899 near 
Freeman, Mo. They were married by J.D. Baldwin. (See the 
Maloney Family.) 

(3) Lucinda France, b. about 1837; m. John M. Parsons. (See the Par-
sons Family.) 

9. William W. France (son of William) , b. 1815.20; m. 1st, Margaret 
Olinger, dau. of John Christopher II; 2nd, Sept. 30, 1851, Elizabeth Reese, 
b. 1820-25. By his first wife had three children: 

(1) Elizabeth France, m. James Moore. (See the Olinger Family.) 
(2) Henry France, d. of fever, 1862-3, a soldier in the Civil War. 
(3) Lydia Anne France, b. 1846; m. July 30, 1868, William J. Parsons, 

b. 1845, son of John and Mary Lavina (Bishop) Parsons. 
By his second wife William had several children: 

(4) Adam R. France, b. March 26, 1856. 
(5) William Z. France, b. Jan. 27, 1860. 
(6) Heiskell France, b. Nov. 4,1862. 
(7) Mary A., b. 1853. 
(8) Sarah T.E., b. 1855. 
According to the 1860 census, William W. France was a blacksmith. Af-

ter the death of his mother, William sold all his interest in the home tract of 
his father, being the part allotted to him by the division of said tract, to 
John Christopher Olinger, Nov. 20, 1855, for $150. Later, William W. 
France moved to Tennessee and settled in Knox County where he was 
residing in 1879, when on Jan. 1, 1879, he sold I 1 1 acres, lying on Powell 
River in Lee Co., Va., being the same land conveyed by Patrick Hagan, 
Commissioner of Circuit Court of Lee County, by deed April 1, 1853, to 
France for $1100 to M.C. Parsons of Lee County, Virginia. (DBK 19-226) 

The following information is from Allen Glenn's History 
of Cass County, Missouri, Historical Publishing Company-
1917. (Contributed by Donald L. Osborn, 3715 Warwick 
Bldv., Kansas City, Missouri.) 

William, Peter and John Franse came to Cass County 
probably in 1830. William P. Franse, son of John (Justice of 
the Peace, known as "Squire France," German descent, and 
Mary Ann (Duff) Franse, English descent. Born in Lee 
County, Virginia in 1837. The Franse family came to 
Jackson County, Missouri in 1837, to Cass County in 1839. 
William P. Franse married Miss Nancy Crosswhite of Camp-
bell County, Tenn., daughter of William L. (English 
descent) and Elizabeth (Shown) Crosswhite (English and 
Scotch-Irish descent.) Children of William P. Franse: 
Albert Sidney, Capitola (m. Arthur Yohe) , John, William, 
Harry G. and Vernon Rufus. By a former marriage to Mary 
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HARRISON CARTER FRANCE married CATHERINE (or KITTY) PENN FRANCE 
b 1818—d 1896 	1849, 	 b 181—d 1914 

ISSUE 

1. James Penn 	 In Sara Elizabeth Schoolfield 
. Susan Barbara, d July 4, 1927. - m John Harrel Schoolfield 

3. Ruth Ann Kelly McCabe 	m James Mitchel Alexander 
4. Mary Alice 	 m Parry Ansom Cummings 
5. Harriet Harrison, d 1931 	In George Watkins Martin 
6. Lucy Dillard, b Dec. 6, 1850 	m James Edward Schoolfield, b Sept. 18, 

7. William Starling 
	 1850, d Aug. 6, 190 

8. Peter Shelton 
9. John Gabriel 	 m Daisy Wayne (of Cincinnati) 

10. Katie died an infant 
11. Minnehaha 	 In Henry Fitzhugh Vass, b 1855 
1. Annie Redd, d 1897 	In Robert Addison Schoolfield, d 1931 

Harrison Carter France was born in Patrick County, Virginia. His 
forbears came from Amherst County. He and his wife, Catherine (Penn) 
France, were distant cousins, both being descendants of Moses and Katherine 
(Taylor) Penn. His father was William France (d 1811), the son of Peter 
and Susan (Carter) France. His mother was Harriet Harrison (d 1876), the 
daughter of Richard (d 1816) and Suzannah (Lee) Harrison (d 183). In 
1849. he married Catherine (Penn) the daughter of James and Mary (or 
Polly) Shelton Penn. He had one sister, Susan Lee, who married Gabriel 
Penn. His estate in Henry County was called Fairview. The original house 
was burned. Fairview was situated on an elevated site in Henry County, 
Virginia, and commanded a beautiful view of the Alleghany Mountains 
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The first of the family of whom we have a record was William France, 
whose wife was Nancy Carter. 

William France, Jr., married Harriet Harrison and lived at The Cedars 
in Patrick County, Virginia, a mile west of the present Village of Stella. 

William France, Jr., and Harriet Harrison France had only two children, 
Susan Lee France (1813-1893) and Harrison Carter France. 

Susan Lee France married first Gabriel Penn, son of Greensville Penn 
and Anna Leath Penn, of Penn's Store, Patrick County, Virginia. Of this 
union there were only two children, William Leath Penn, born July 29, 1834, 
and Edward Penn, born July 3, 1837. Her second marriage was to William 
Murphy and they were parents of one son, William. 

HARRISON CARTER FRANCE married CATHERINE (or KITTY) PENN FRANCE 
b 1818—d 1896 	1842 	 b 1821—d 1914 

ISSUE  

1. James Penn 	 In Sara Elizabeth Schoolfield 
. Susan Barbara, d July 4, 197. 	In John Harrel Schoolfield 

3. Ruth Ann Kelly McCabe 	In James Mitchel Alexander 
4. Mary Alice 	 In Parry Ansom Cummings 
5. Harriet Harrison, d 1931 	In George Watkins Martin 
6. Lucy Dillard, b Dec. 6, 1850 	In James Edward Schoolfield, b Sept. 18, 

1850, d Aug. 6,1909.  
7. William Starling 
8. Peter Shelton 
9. John Gabriel 	 m Daisy Wayne (of Cincinnati) 

10. Katie died an infant 
11. Minnehaha 	 m Henry Fitzhugh Vass, b 1855 
1. Annie Redd, d 1897 	m Robert Addison Schoolfield, d 1931 

Harrison Carter France was born in Patrick County, Virginia. His 
forbears came from Amherst County. He and his wife, Catherine (Penn) 
France, were distant cousins, both being descendants of Moses and Katherine 
(Taylor) Penn. His father was William France (d 1811), the son of Peter 
and Susan (Carter) France. His mother was Harriet Harrison (d 1876), the 
daughter of Richard (d 1816) and Suzannah (Lee) Harrison (d 1832). In 
1842 he married Catherine (Penn) the daughter of James and Mary (or 
Polly) Shelton Penn. He had one sister, Susan Lee, who married Gabriel 
Penn. His estate in Henry County was called Fairview. The original house 
was burned. Fairview was situated on an elevated site in Henry County, 
Virginia, and commanded a beautiful view of the Alleghany Mountains 
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SMITH-RIFFE COLLECTION OF a 
NEW RIVER GENEALOGY AND LOCAL HISTORY 

John F. Vallentine* 

The Smith-Riffe Collection represents a half century of 
genealogical and local-history research in the New River coun- e 
ties of southern West Virginia and adjacent Virginia. Al-
though its owners over the years have always been willing to 
share its contents with interested people, the nature of the 
collection prevented its direct use by the general public. Plans 
were initiated in 1972 but not consummated until 1979 to have 1 	 the entire collection organized and microfilmed. The micro- 
filming was carried out by the Genealogical Society, Salt Lake 
City, Utah. As requested by Mrs. Nell Smith, the widow of 
Aubrey 0. Smith, before her death on 24 June 1979, the 
original collection was donated to the Archives and History 
Division, Department of Culture and History, Charleston, 
West Virginia. 

The collection was assembled by Aubrey 0. Smith, a life-
long resident of Beckley, West Virginia, with the assistance of 
his longtime friend, Judge Winton A. Riffe, also of Beckley. 
Beginning about 1930, the two began collaborative investigation 
of New River genealogy and local history; this joint effort over 
the next thirty years provided the beginnings of the collection 
and brought recognition to them as authorities on the pioneer 
families of the area. Partnership in the collection continued 
until the death of Judge Riffe in 1962, about which time sole 
ownership was transferred by purchase and assignment to Mr. 
Smith. In his will dated 20 July 1960, Judge Riffe devised to 
Aubrey 0. Smith various personal items including "my station-
ery cabinet and its contents of whatever kind." During the 
period of 1962-78, the collection was greatly enlarged by the 
continuing efforts of Mr. Smith. 

*Professor, Brigham Young University; Fellow, Utah Genealogical 
Association; contributing editor, Genealogical Journal. Address: 114 B-49, 
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 84602. 
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Note --taken from a letter from pal Ware--Vandalia No. 
Frantz Family org. 
(Franz, Michael II m Zug,Magdalina--Michael III, 4nnes, Abraham, 
Chi-isian, Jacob, Daniel, Peter, Davied and 1 Dau.) 
Mr. Johnnie E.Da;vs Orginator VA Hospital, American Lake, Tacoma. Wash. 98493 
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Le/1st-aster 
Das id 1702w. 
Saml. 1712i. 
Wm. 1719w. 
David 1722w. 
Ann 1723w. 
Saml. 1723 I. 
Wm. 17291. 

Lnialoun 
Wm. Sr. 1775 w. 
Wm. 1794i. 

Louisa 
Susanna 1790w. 

Mecklenburg 
Richt 1771 w. 
Wm. 1783 w. 
Mary 1795w. 

Middlesex 
Jno. 1769w. 
Tahitha 1789 w. 

Northampton 
Jacob 1759w. 
Thos. 1759i. 	1 
Robinson 1760 w. 
Jno. 1719 ab. 

Spotsyltwgia 
Jno. 1749w. 
Jas. 1753 a. 
Thos. 1792w. 
Wm. 1795a. 

Sinn,  
Geo. 17121. 

-0XCROFT 
Northampton 
Isaac 1702w. 

*OXH A LL 
Westmoreland 
Jno. 1698 w. 

OXY 
Brunswick 
Wm. 17641 

RACK 
Rappahannock 
Wm, 1635 w. 

RAISER 
Isle of Wight 

Fred. 1774w. 
Norfolk 

Richd. 1773 i. 
RAME 
Augusta 

Jas. 1754 1 
Thos. 1796w. 

RAMMEL 
Halifax 

Jno. 1787 1 
RAM M ELL 
Lowdown 

_mpson 1796 1  

FRA 
•••7 otry 

Jno. 1778w. 
Norfolk 
Jos. 17661. 

Northumberland 
Jno. 1761 I. 
Thos. 1768w. 

R 	„IS 
'171.,117iiburg 

Jno. 17531. 
Montgomery 

Francis 1781 I. 
FRANC ESCO 
whieininsinsos'' 

Peter 1762 i. 
j.i.f.js1 
Augusta  

Jno. 1786w. 
Brunswick 
Wm. 1766. 

Campbell 
Jno. 1792i. 

Charlotte 
Jas. 1776w. 
Obedience 1793w. 

Chesterfield 
Robt. 1776w. 

Halifax 
Micajah 17751. 

Henrko 
Wm. 1789w. 

Isle of Wight 
Jno. 1677 nw. 

Northumberland 
Robt. 1671w. 

Southampton 
Wm. 1760i. 
Thos. 1766w. 
Thos. 1781 w. 

Westmoreland 
Martin 1745 i. 

York 
Richd. 1695i. 

F..1:44410 .5c 
urt 

Lodowick 1799 w. 
FRANK 
-•71Trir-ista 

Nicholas 1758 a. 
Berkeley 

Bernard 1782w. 
Essex 
Thos. 1715w. 

King George 
Jas. 1789w. 

ll'estotordand 
Sara 1725w. 
-44. 1726w. 

Robt. 1776 w. 
Henry 17% i. 

FRANKLIN 
Albemark 
Benj. 1751g. 

Amherst 
Henry 1782 eb. 
Henry 1792w. 

Bedford 
Lewis 1770 i. 
Edmund 1772 
Maryann 179 

Campbell 
Owen 17921. 

Chesterfield 
Thos. 1775 w. 
Jas. 1776w. 
Thos. 1777w. 
Archd. 1778 
Agnes 1795w 

Halifax 
David 17941. 

Henrico 
Jas. 1747 w. 
Jno. 1791 w. 

King George 
Jno. 1724i. 
Jno. 1776a. 

Mecklenburg 
Owen 1795i. 
Thos. 17991.  

Powhatan 
Jno. 1778w. 

Princess Anne 
Thos. 1723w. 
• Sarah 1727i. 

Danl. 1734w. 
Simon 1734i. 
Thos. 1750w. 
Wm. 1753i. 
Danl. Sr. 178f, 
Thos. 1791 w. 
Danl. 1793w. 

Prince William 
Jane 1791 i. 

Richmond 
Thos. 17211. 
Thos. 1746i. 
Thos. 1794w. 

Westmoreland 
Edwd. 16961. 

FRANKLING 
Cumberland 
Jos. 166i. 

Geochland 
Tht,s. 1737w. 

Het rico 
,s. 1789w. 

Zachariah 1795 
Mecklenburg 
Owen 1791 w. 

Stafford 
Casper 1751 i.  

FRANKLYN 
Isle of Wight 

Poter 1704-5 w. 
King George 

Geo. 17581. 
Eliz. 17641.  

Orange 
Edwd. 1767  

FR EEDLEY 
Augusta 
Lewis 1718 a. 
Ludwick 1749t. 

FREEDLY 
Norfolk 

Michael 1782w. 
•-•••• •-••••••••• ins 
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