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'CHRISTIAN I IN PENNSYLVANIA

The third brother, Christian I, was born in 1685 in the smail town

i i a g little
t. Jacob, a short distance from Basel, Switzerland. We know

(())i gis life in Switzerland except that he was probably dcscendc;l fronrrll
the line of Matheus Frantz of Basel_, born March 25, 1537, ilel 75205
of Hans. We have no date for the birth of Hans Frantz. About e =
Christian 1 left Switzerland and settled in Hassloch and Neustas i
Germany. As we have noted before, he was one of the many \Vlss
Mennonites who left Switzerland because of rellgxous.oppressu]):x,_ artl
who accepted the offer of Prince Karl Ludwig to settle in the Pa ‘.tmtz} e
He was a farmer and paid his annual tax of six (6) florins for protection

i iti D nonite
money as required by the authorities. Records from the Men

Quarterly in the New York City Library show that he paid such a tax in

i ichae ded him to
ars 1729, 1730, and 1731. His brpther Michael prece d
ggszﬁ?ﬁ and his name appeared on the list of .taxables for earlier years%
Michael’s name disappeared from this Tist previously as did the name O
Christian in 1732. The reason is ob\;i]ous,dbecause in 1727 Michael came
nerica and in 1732 Christian followed. :
g Arairﬁ?lgust 11, 1732, on the Ship Samuel with Hugh Percy as Captain,
Christian Frantz, Sr., age forty-seven (47) landed at Philadelphia with his

family as follows:

1. Christian Frantz, Sr. Age 47
2. Christian Frantz, Jr. Age 26
3. Anna Frantsin Age 37
4. Barbara Frantsin Age 20
5. Magdalena Frantsin Age 15
6. Eva Frantsin Age 19
7. Judith Frantsin Age 12
8. John Frants Age 7
9. Michael Frants Age 6
10. Veronica Frantsin Age 8
11. Elisabeth Frantsin Age 3

The wife of Christian Sr. was Anna Frantsin. Christian Jr. was the
husband of Barbara Frants:n. Magdalena, Eva, Judith, John, Michael,
Veronica and Elisabeth were undoubtedly the children of Christian Sr.

Christian I seitled in Lancaster city and farmed nearby. Septembes 7,
1735, he became an active member of the Conestoga Congregation of the
German Baptist Church. On May 9, 1738, he was issued warranty No. 15
by Thomas and Richard Penn (the sons of William Penn) for 235 acres
of land in Tulpehocken Township along the Liitle Swatara Creek and
two miles from the Blue Mountains as described in the Pennsylvania
Archives (3rd St — Vol. 24 -— p. 406). A warrant was not a grant of
a Proprietary Patent nor a warranty deed as at present construed. In
those days, it meant that he was now given the right to make a survey,
pay for the land, make a return to the Provinical authorities, and then
get a Proprietary Patent. ‘ : £

The authority by which Christian Sr. received his warranty was a
grant of 5000 acres made to Richard Penn, Esq., (called Andolheca Manor)
in pursuance of five warrants for 1000 acres each, dated at London, May
12, 1732. The warranty (No. 15) to Christian Sr. was Lot No. 15 of
this 5000 acre tract. He never tock up this warranty because in that same
year in which it was granted (1738) he dicd intestate near Lancaster City.

(e

{

On March 27, 1739, his wife Anna, John Moyer and Ulrich Rhode were
appointed by the Orphans Court of Iancaster County as administrators
of his estate. This was settled the same year, and a return to the court
shows an inventory of about 60 Ibs., mostly in livestock and farming im-
plements.

His daughter, Eva, married Hans Barth, March 11, 1746, who became
the ancestor of Mrs. Caroline Seltzer, recently deceased, and who for
many years was secretary of the Lancaster County Historical Society. John
Frantz and Michael Frantz, the younger sons of Christian I, eventually
took up land adjacent to that of Christian II, both having received
Proprietary Patents for-the same. No records are available in respect to
Judith, Veronica, and Elisabeth the other members of the family.

CHRISTIAN II IN PENNSYLVANIA

We have seen that Christian IT was born in 1706 in St. Jacob near
Basel, Switzerland. He went with his father to Hassloch in the Palatinate
section of Germany and from thence to America arriving in this country
August 11, 1732, at the age of twenty-six. His first wife was Barbara
who came with him to this country at the age of twenty. They settled near
Ephrata in the Cocalico district of Lancaster County.

In 1741, he put in a call or a request to take up his father’s warranty _
for Lot No. 15 which had been issued by the Penns on May 9, 1738, for
two hundred, thirty-five acres (235) in Tulpehocken Township. Since his
father, Christian I, was unable to carry through with this warranty becausé
of his death in that year, a call was also put in by an Abraham Weidman.
This was a perfectly lawful procedure as Weidman no doubt desired that
land and the entire warranty was still undecided. However, this delayed
matters considerably, so that the final survey and payment for the land
by Christian II was delayed for several years. After a return of the entire
transaction was made to_the proper authorities, the patent was issued and
dated August 27, 1760. A copy is on file in the Archives Room at
Philadelphia City Hall. This land, as we have noted before, was a part of
AW issued to Richard and John Penn by tmgor, :
Withant, which was surveyed May 12, 1732.

In 1745, Christian IJ and his two brothers, Michael and John,
settled in the Little Swatara district of_Tulpehocken Township and heiped
toorganize the Little Swatara Congregation of the Church of the Brethren,
then called German Baptist Brethren. In 1757, there were forty-five active
communicants including: Michael Frantz and wife, George Beashore and
wife, Jacob Beashore and wife, John Frantz and wife, Christian Frantz
and wife.

Montgomery’s History of Berks County states that( Christian II and
his wife, and John and Michael and their wives were among the first
settlers in that township vhen Berks County was formed,) From
1754 to 1778 Christian Tpaid taxes on two hundred, thirfy-five (235)
acres of land in that township. But, in 1779, Christian paid a very small
tax of fifteen (15) shillings and was classified in the tax return as a
resident only. In that same year, his son, Christian 1II, appeared on the
same tax returns as having paid taxes on the same two hundred, thirty-five
(235) acres (Pennsylvania Archives Series 3, Vol. 18). In those days,
it was customary for the father to distribute most of his land and possessions
to his children before death finally occurred. This is probably what

'
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Proprietary Patent to Christian Frantz

Thomas Penn & Richard Penn Esquires true and Oz}b;%l::ttle—
sylvania and Counties of NEW O iy Wihersas
1 unto whom these presents Shall Com g i ;

b i o At Ml S
nost us and our late dear br i
?i?c%a%ed for taking up eac_h five thqusand acrt(,l.zu;oplt:; t:tyions
severally parcelled out and dls_posed 9f in Commg IP b v
ol s anﬁl bbett.erg ]gzm:o;ltn%o?:érorf Thc twelfth day of
several Warrants all bearin ; 1 i
{ and thirty two theretore by
May One thousand s:avcn.hundrcc e st nres B
granted to the said Richard Pc;nn 'Ca(r:ds ) o o e e
by virtue thereof then was a tcrwaﬁ i B hirty
/ enth of May One thousand seven hu d and.
?l: and la};d out to an tohr Ni) rStE}l]l E}:q]fhé]rr:nc};e]g;
a Certain Tract of TLaad Situate on (e ; Coﬁtqinina Ao
Swahatawra Creek 'in the County of Ldr}cas CI: dinr;l <P
thousand Acres which Tract hath been dllpz}cu(t)rﬁo;sy a‘nd o
and divided into divers Scttlements & Planta -
h the said Warrants remaiti
Surveys thereof returned unto and wit s i
‘o in our Surveyor Generals Office and one of them having
;Ii]r?clen I?lllrchasedyfrom the Agent or Attorney of the Sal'((ii Relcha;ﬁ
Penn by Christian Frantz of Lancaster County atoresai gauan
he hath hifmbly besought us to grant him p ().(\,Cnem1
mation for the same and in Order thereto our Survey(cl)r hj qa;d
having by our Special Order & Direction rctumeb t o, e
Settlement and Plantation so sold ;md now possessed 'y};me s;ed
Christian Frantz into our Secretaries Office the same Is ounkpd
and described as follows (that) is to say Beginning at adnlﬁt -
While Oak Sapling a Corner of John George Brosius L'Em DAu;pe
by the same North twenty-two Degrees and an half o z]i Ncgﬂv
East Sixty two Perches 0 a marked White Oak and Nort;1 lor ;
west One hundred sixty perches to a Post thence by ‘O}t}er ga
of the said Five thousand Acres South Eighty Degrees astI nce1
hundred eighty nine perches to a Post'thence by vacarﬁﬁ Jtzcl)na
South ten Degrees East One hund‘red ninety seven perc‘ci\T 3
Post thence by other part of the said Five Thousand f’\crc: : ort
eighty eight Degrees and an half of a Degree I*ig 1:’L%/engfl
Porches and an half of a Perch to a marked White ‘aP\ og ;
sixty two Degrees and a Quarter of a Degree East .S.lxt y v%rc ?
to a Post and North thirty eight Degrees East smt.y five P}::_rc e;_ o‘
the place of beginning Containing I'wo hundred & t 1rFt ive
f land as in and by e safdWarrants & Survey rc;crer;ce
#%to being had more fully appears Now Know ye l.ha} ocr1
and in Consideration of the Sum of Five Shillings to us n; mr};
paid by the said Christian Frantz The Receipt yvhcrcgf is Plerc, dy
acknowledged over and besides the sum of Sixty nllne _"oun ; Cs1
Six Shillings and four pence lawful money of Pennfsy vanutl p:a}lle
by him for the Purchase of the said described Tract ug oS .
Avcent and for the Use of the Said Richard Penn As by tfe ax:i
Agents Receipt for the same now groduced appears and for and
i Cansideration of the Yearly Quit Rentyh‘t_eremafter mentione

and reserved We have given granted released and Confirmed and
by these presents for as our Heirs & Successors do give grant
release and Confirm unto the said Christian Frants his Heirs
and assigns the said Two hundred and thirty fivé Acres of Land
as the same are now set forth bounded and limited as aforesaid
With all Mines Minerals Quarries Meadows Marshes Savannahs
Swamps Cripples Woods UnderWoods Timber & Trees Ways
Waters Water Courses Liberties profits- Commodities Advant-
ages Hereditaments and Appurtenances whatsoever there unto
belonging or in any wise appertaining and lying within the Bounds
& Limits aforesaid Three full and Clear fifth parts of all Royal
Mines free from all Deductions & Reprisals for digging and
refining the same and also one fifth part of the Ore of all other
Mines delivered at the pitsmouth only excepted and hereby
reserved And also free Leave Right and Liberty to & for the
said Christian Frantz his Heirs & Assigns to hawk hunt fish
and fowl in and upon the hereby granted Land & Premises or
upon any part thereof To Have & to hold the Said Two hundred
& thirty five acres of Land and Premises hereby granted except
as before excepted with their appurtenances unto the said Chris-
tian Frantz his Heirs and assigns To the only Use and Behoof
of the said Christian Frantz his Heirs and assigns for ever To be
holden of us our Heirs & Successors Proprictaries of Pennsylvania
as of our Manor of Conestoga in the County of Lancaster
aforesaid in free and Common Soccage by Fealty only in Lieu
of all other Services yielding & Paying therefore yearly unto us
our Heirs & Successors at the Town of Lancaster in the said
County at or upon the first Day of March in every year from the
first Day of March last One Shilling Sterling for every hundred
acres & so in exact proportion of the said two hundred and thirty
five Acres or Value thereof in Coin Current According as the
Exchange shall then be between our Said Province and the City
of London to such Person or Persons as shall from time to time
be appointed to reccive the same and in Case of non-payment
thercof within ninety Days next after the same shall become due
that it shall and may be lawful for us our Heirs and Successors
our and their Receiver or Receivers into & upon the hereby
granted Land & Premises to Reenter and the same to hold and
possess until the Said Quit Rent and all arrears thereof Together
with the Charges accruing by means of such Nonpayment &
reentry be fully paid and discharged Witness James Hamilton
Esquire Lieutenant Governor of the said province who by virtue
of Certain Powers and Authorities to Him for this purpose Inter
Alia granted by the said Proprietaries hath hereunto set his
Hand and Caused the Great Seal of the said Province to be here-
unto affixed at Philadelphia this twentiecth Day of August in
the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven hundred and Sixty
the thirty fourth year of the Reign of King George the second
over Great Britain &C and the forty third year of the said
Proprietaries Government.

Recorded ye 17th Aug. 1760 James Hamilton

Department of Records LS
Deed Book H-13 P. 144

Archives Division, 156 City Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. 7
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CHRISTIAN III IN PENNSYLVANIA AND VIRGINIA

The land which Christian III inherited from his father was on the
south side of the road leading from Rehrersburg to Frystown, about
half way between these towns. The map of the plot shows the shape and
size, as well as the corner five (5) acres, which were reserved for Matthias
when Christian III departed -for Virginia.

Christian III was born about 1740. His wife was Anna (last name

unknown). It may have been Moyer because the families of Christian

IT and Christian III were closely associated with this family. The farms
were adjoining and the land passed into the possession of Henry Moyer
when Christian III went to Virginia. Furthermore, we will note that
Matthias bought back the eatire land from Henry Moyer at a later
period. We find that Henry Moyer and his wife were witnesses at the
baptism of some of the children of Christian IIl. However, any relation-
ship is conjectural and not factual.

In 1779, 1780, 1781, 1784, and 1785 the Pennsylvania Archives
(Sr. 3, Vol. 18) show that Christian II paid taxes on 235 acres of land
in Tulpechocken Township. The 1784 tax records show that in addition
to the land, he possessed four horses, seven cattle, ten sheep; it also
states that there were fourteen persons in the family, including himself.
The U.S. Census of 1790 lists this Christian 1II family, including three
males under sixteen and six females, as living in Tulpehocken Township,
Berks County.

Certification by the Pennsylvania Historical Commission shows that
Christian Frantz was enrolled sometime during the period 1777 - 1779
as a private in Captain John Lesher’s First Company 6th Battalion,
Berks County Militia. A second certification states that in 1781 he was
enrolled as a private in Captain John Anspach’s 3rd Company, 2nd
Battalion, Berks County Militia. The authority for these military ac-
counts are abstracted returns which are in the Division of Archives of the
State Capital in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. In both cases, residence was
ascribed to Tulpehocken Township. ‘

Christian III and his wife, Anna, had ten children. Listed in order
of age they were: Michael, Christian, Matthias, Barbara, Henry, Magdalin,
Elizabeth, Anna, John, Susannah. It is likely that all of these children
were born in Pennsylvania with the possible exception of the youngest,
Susannah.

On April 7, 1794, Christian III and Anna sold to Henry Moyer the
two hundred, thirty-five (235) acres of land for the sum of 2070 Ibs.
A copy of this deed is on file in the Berks County Courthouse in Reading,
Pennsylvania. However, it is known for a fact that he reserved five (5)
acres for his son, Matthias, and his wife Elizabeth Boeshore. This is shown
on the map of the plot. The entire family of Christian IIT, with the excep-
of Matthias, moved to Virginia. A letter from Moses Frantz, a grandson
of Matthias, dated June 18, 1921, when he was ninety-three years of
age states:

When the family decided to go to Virginia, my grandmother,

the wife of Matthias, told them that she would not go along with

them and under no circumstances would she leave Pennsylvania.

They then built a house for them on a thirteen acre tract and all

the others went to Virginia to a place not far from Harrisonburg,

Rockingham County, which is in the Shenandoah Valley. This
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is further my will that my son in law I Gaiby have fifty
pounéts 1more than }t,hc rest for his trouble they have Wlt}i m(ei
in my dotage. It is my will that the above Gaiby have t'he:1 dap
whereon I now live at the rate of three hund.red pounds inc gdmg
the hundred pounds above mentioned which is to be pa1d 221;
follows One year after my decease he pay 25 pouqu an =
pounds yearly until so much is paid as to leave him fifty poun
more than the rest.

It is further my will that my daughter Susanna Fra%ce
twenty pounds more than all the rest except Magdalin Gai y(i
the rest to have equal of all the rest those that have receive
most to pay to those that have received leas_t. . 1

And lastly I make constitute and ordain my son Michae
France and Isaac Gaiby my son in law for my lz}wiul Execkutorﬁ
to execute this my last will and testament 1n which I revo de ';11
former wills and constitute this my last and lawful will an ht e
above named Executors to execute the same unto which I1 Sg\ie
subscribed my name and affixed my seal this 23rd of June

Seal

Signed, Sealed and delivered
in the presence of us, and we In
the presence of each other

Mathias Snider
Joel Crumpacker

at Botetourt February Court, 1824

This instrument of writing purporting to be the last will
and testament of Christian Frantz decd. was produ_ch in Court
& proven by the oaths of Mathias Snider and Christian Frantz,
witnesses thereto subscribed and ordered to be re_cordqd and
Michael Frapiz & Isaac Gabe and Executors named in said wa,
certificate is granted them for obtaining a probate thereof in
due form, they having fir.t made oath and with security entered
into & acknowledged bond according to law.

A Copy Teste
H. Bowyer, C.B.C.

A copy — teste:

R.D.S. Clerk
Circuit Court of Botetourt Co. Va.
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CHRISTIAN IV
IN VIRGINIA, OHIO, ILLINOIS AND OCKLAHOMA

Christian IV was born about 1766 in Tulpehocken Township, Penn-
sylvania. If we refer to the will of his father, Christian III, we find that
Christian IV is the second oldest of the children. His older brother,
Michael, was born June 28, 1764, and his younger brother, Matthias,
was born August 2, 1769, so that the above approximation of the birth
of Christian 1V is probably correct. He was married to Magdalena
Houtz and emigrated with his family and the Houtz family to Virginia
and settled in Botetourt County. He died intestate about 1816, pre-
deceasing his father, Christian III. The Court of Fincastle appointed his

brother, Michael Frantz d hi iD= John Houtz, as admin-
is 1S estate,

On December 8, 1801, a tract of 282 acres of land was conveyed by
Adam Schirsir to Michael Frantz (IV), John Houtz, and Christian Frantz
(IV). Later, after Christian IV had died intestate, this land was again
divided into three parts by mutual agreement of 2all the parties involved,
including the heirs of Christian (IV). The agreement bears the date of
July 11, 1830. '

Christian and Magdalena Frantz had four children: Henry (V),
Jacob (V), Mathias (V), Anna (V). This Mathias (V) who was born in
1808 was the nephew of Matthias (IV) of Pennsylvania; he eventually
settled in Ladoga, Indiana.

Jacob (V) (1802-1892) was first married to Elizabeth Petty who
was a descendant of John Marshall, Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.
Upon her death he married Hannah Neff Stover. Jacob Frantz, through
both his wives, is the ancestor of many of our Frantz relatives who
are living around Roanoke, Virginia. The writer has had the pleasure
of meeting some of them and refers particularly to Mrs. Helen (VII)
Hammond, Mrs. Ruth (VI1) Davis, Margaret (VII) Bushong, Randolph
(VII) and Virgil (VII) Frantz and Dr. J. Luther (VII) Mauney. They
have provided the writer with many facts concerning the Virginia branch
of the family.

One of the sons of Jacob Frantz (V) was Henry Jackson Frantz (VI)
(1834-1897) who was the ancestor of the Illinois and Oklahoma Frantzes,
including Frank Christian Frantz who was the Territorial Governor of
Oklahoma. It was the pleasure of the writer to meet his daughter, Mrs.
Matilda (VIII) Frantz Bradford, now living in Boston, Massachusetts.
The writer has also had correspondence with Frantz Hieronymus of Tulsa,
Oklahoma, the grandson of Henry Jackson Frantz, who has- supplied
valuable information of the Oklahoma branch of the family.

0
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Top: Home of Christian Frantz lI and Il
on the property patent of 1760.

Center: Log (originally) house built ir
1794 for Matthias Frantz by his fathe
(Christian 111} and his four brothers before
they left for Virginia in 1795. Located or
5-acre plot, N.W. corner of Homesteac
along road, Rehrersburg to Frystown.

Bottom: Cup made by Matthias Frant:
in 1795. Two toned brown color — highly
glazed.

MATTHIAS (1V) IN PENNSYLVANIA

Matthias (IV), the son of Christian III and Anna, was born August
2, 1769, on the old homestead, Tulpehocken Township, Berks County,
Pennsylvania. The location of the plot is shown on the map of Bethel
and Tulpehocken Townships. About 1790, he married Elizabeth Boeshore,
born July 31, 1772. She was a daughter of John Jacob Boeshore and
Christina Alderfer. '

In 1794, Christian 111, the father of Matthias, sold the old homestead,
excepting five (5) acres at the extreme northwest corner near the Swatara
Creek, which he reserved for Matthias. Upon this tract they built a log
cabin for Matthias and his wife. This log cabin is still standing, although
it is not recognizable as such, as it has been enlarged to a two and one-half
story building and is covered with weather-boarding. Christian III, and
all the brothers and sisters of Matthias with their families, went to Vir-
ginia, leaving Matthias and Elizabeth, the only descendents of Christian III
who remained in Pennsylvania. In the preceding section, we find that the
reason that Matthias did not go along was because his wife Elizabeth
insisted that they remain in Pennsylvania.

Matthias was a potter by trade and both a potter and farmer by
occupation. Across the road from the old homestead was the site of the
pottery works. The clay was secured from his own farm. For pipe
stems, they used currant bushes, grapevine, willow, and elderberry stems.
There are many relics of this old pottery such as small jugs, cups, plates,
and pipes (both plain and fancily decorated) existing among the descend-
ants. Both Henry and Isaac, sons of Matthias, operated this pottery until
1873. (Historical Review of Berks County Historical Society)

On April 8, 1797, Matthias purchased from George and Magdalena
(Bocshore) Strubhower, a tract of land known as Guienne in Pine Grove
Township (then Berks County), now in Schuylkill County. This land
lying on Pine Creek, across the Broad Mountain from Tulpehocken
Township, originally belonged to Elizabeth’s grandfather, George Boeshore,
and had been granted to him as a Proprietary Patent on June 4, 1776.
(Berks Co. Courthouse and Pennsylvania Archives-Sr. 3, Vol. 24). He
named it after the province “Guyenne” in France, the original home of the
Boeshore’s. Magdalena (Boeshore) Strubhower was an Aunt of Elizabeth
(Boeshore) Frantz.

On March 21, 1800, Matthias purchased two tracts of land from
Henry Moyer and wife of Tulpehocken Township. One tract contained
55 acres and the other two acres. For both he paid 623 pounds. On May 3,
1804, he purchased two more tracts of land from the same Henry Moyer.
One tract containing 150 acres and the other two acres and for both he
paid 1400 pounds. All of these four tracts were originally part of the land
which Christian IIT sold to Henry Moyer when he departed for Virginia.
In other words, Matthias had now re-purchased and consolidated the Jand
which originally had been possessed by Christian II and Christian III
which was mentioned in the warranty granted to Christian I in 1738.

The 1800 U.S. Census reports Matthias and family residing in Tul-
pehocken Township. In the years 1816-1820, Matthias was certified by
the General Quarterly Sessions Court of Berks County that he was the
elected supervisor of the public roads and highways of the township of
Tulpehocken.
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About 1824 his father, Christian ITI, died in Virginia and Matthias IV
sent his sons, Henry and Jacob, to Botetourt County to help settle the
estate. It was not until 1833 that it was finally settled and by this time,
Matthias was deceased.

In 1795, Matthias ordered a large grandfather’s clock which was
made by Henry Hahn of Reading, a famous clockmaker. Upon the death
.of Matthias, it was left to Elizabeth, his wife, and when she died in

.» 1952, the clock was sold at auction and passed to her daughter, Christina.

She passed it on to her brother, Elias, as a gift. Elias died in 1893
and it was again sold at auction and bought by his son, Dr. Elias Frantz
of Reading, Pennsylvania. Upon his death in 1903, it passed into
possession of his wife, Mary, in trust for their son, E. Harold Frantz,
of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, who received it in 1931. It remains there

today.

Matthias and Elizabeth had the following children:

Christina — Boi1 February 8, 1796 — died September 1, 1868
Married George Heraff and later Johannes Kinsel

Elizabeth — born October 7, 1798 — died April 23, 1809

Lydia — born January 27, 1801 — died October 14, 1853
Married Jacob Wenger

Henry — born July 20, 1803 — died July 22, 1890
Married Catharine Klein

Jacob — born October 6, 1806 — died July 10, 1873
Married Veronica Geib

Anna Maria — born April 12, 1809 — died October 31, 1957
Married Johannes Schaffner

Elias — born July 20, 1812 — died April 14, 1893
Married Catharine Hunsicker

Isaac — born July 3, 1815 — died August 20, 1879
Married Polly Bechtel

On November 19, 1829, Matthias died intestate, at the age of 60
years. Leaving no wili, the Orphans Court of Berks County, upon the
petition of his sons, Jacob and Henry, appointed them as Administrators.
The estate was scttled in 1831 and was valued at $4,000 besides the Jand
on which he lived, which was divided into two lots marked A and B,
Lot “A” of 151 acres went to Henry for $3322 and Lot “B” of 55 acres
went to Jacob for $727. Adjustment was made for these lots so that all
children shared equally in his estate. His sons, Isaac and Elias, were then
minors, under the age of twenty-one, and received monies instead of land.

Jacob’s tract passed later into the hands of his son, Percival, and
then from Frantz possession. Henry’s Jand later passed to his son, Moses,
until about 1900 when the original land passed out of the possession of
the Frantz family.

Matthias was outlived by his wife, Elizabeth, who after his death
lived with her son, Henry, on the old homestead. She died July 2, 1852,
age 81 years, leaving an estate valued at $2500.00. Both Matthias and his
wife and many of their children are buried in the old Frantz private
burial ground, across from what was called the old Wintersville Road.
The cemetery is on the original tract which John Frantz, the brother of
Christian 11, received as a Proprietary Patent about 1754.

The cemetery was undoubtedly used by the families of John II and
Christian 1I. The fact that it was on John’s land indicates this. The
comotery has a considerable number of unmarked graves and Mrs. Helen

Behney, granddaughter of Matthias 1V, s 1 i i
Y, nd : , states ‘that in her childhood
ﬁ?hvxlrsngli c;lugsracem’etegy and1 that at that time it was practica?lc; f(ijl?gg
it : ves.” Since then, many of the stones and k
disintegrated and have been removed. L R
‘ 1 hz ] . Later on, Moses Frant
'tI}‘lrust to keep this graveyard in condition. At the same timeanmzzirls(?rsugng
Aebrf)inzlztﬁgrkz?lijn \:}fretrepalreﬁ bfy various descendants of Matthias
, e stone wall of the cemetery indicates th .
those who are known to be buried therein. It is %Impossible toecg?xmets .
on the unmarked graves. S
ELIZ];ABE’?P} F3_I§A11\I7TZ, wife of Matthias Frantz
orn July 31, 1772 — Died Jul
MATTHIAS FRANTZ i
Born August 2, 1769 — Died Novemb
2 U 2 er 19, 1829
ELI%ABETH FRANTZ, daughter of Matthias and Elizabeth Frantz
orn October 7, 1798 — Died April 23, 1810
REBECCA FRANTZ, daughter of Jacob and Veronica Frantz
_Born July 2, 1834 — Died June 29, 1848
ELIL}/?BE'II;?I BAgHAAR, wife of John (G) Frantz
orn November 4, 1842 — Died March 15, 186
JACOB FRANTZ, Husband of Veronica Geib Soants
Born October 6, 1806 — Died July 10, 1873
VERgNIC//;x QIEIIE FgANTZ, wife of Jacob Frantz
orn April 12, 1815 — Died September 12, 1882
KATIE ALICE FRANTZ, daughter of Henry K. and Cescelia Frantz
Born November 3Q, 1867 — Died November 7, 1873
CATHARINA FRANTZ (born Klein), wife of Henry, Frantz
Born ‘January 13, 1813 — Died November 7, 1886
HENRY FRANTZ, husband of Catharina Klein
2 Born July 20, 1803 — Died July 22, 1890
CHRISTINA KINSEL (nee FRANTZ), wife of George Heraff
Born February 8, 1796 — Died September 1, 1863
(2nd marriage to Johannes Kinsel)
ANNA MARIA SCHAFFNER, wife of Johannes Schaffner
Born April 12, 1809 — Died October 31, 1857
JOHN SCHAFFNER ’
Born April 15, 1808 — Died February 27, 18
\ ) , 1847
JOHANNES KUNTZ, son of Johannes andyLydia Kuntz
Born February 9, 1841 — Died April 17, 1847

Mathias’ Daughters, Christina and Elizabeth

s CHR_IS TINA PRAI\'ITZj(V), daughter of Matthias Frantz (IV), was
}(l)m Fcb_mar)i 8, 1796 in Tulpehocken Twp., Berks Co., Pa. In 1833
she mz(xrrled E{corgc Heraff. After his death in 1840, she was married
tor Joh‘?n'nes Kinsel. There were no children from either marriage. A ver
extraordinary event in the life of Christina was that she was called tg
;he }(lwﬂlce of Deaconess by the Little Swatara Church of the Brethren

1.er1 81&53band not being a member of the Church. Christina died September’
At Both husbands,are buried on the Isaac Bashore Farm in Bethel

ownship, near Merkey’s Church. Christina is buried in the Frantz
Cemetery, near Tulpehocken, Township, Pa.

ELIZABETH FRANTZ (V), daugh i
' . ghter of Matthias Frantz (I
Es)gm'Octol?er '{, 1798. She died April 23, 1810, at the age of elze\fe;/ ;e:ris
e is buried in the Frantz Cemetery, Tulpehocken Township, Pa. -
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BOESHORE FAMILY HISTORY

Presented here is a brief history of the Boeshore family, which will
be of interest to all descendants of Matthias Frantz and his wife,
Elizabeth Boeshore.

The original name of Le Baisseur is of French origin. It literally
means “one who Kkisses”. Whether this family trait persists in the
present generation can best be asked and answered by each one who reads.
The name has been changed through the years by contact with English and .
German speaking peoples and has variously been written as Le Baisseur,
Baisseur, Besor, Bashiiir, Beashore, Baschore, and Boeshore.

One Jacques Milne Le Baisseur, a French Huguenot, fled from his
home in Guyenne (an area and former province in southwest France) to
England about 1610. This was after the horrible massacre of St. Bartholo-
mew which started in Paris in 1572, and which caused intense persecutions
of all the French Protestants. In 1614, he was enrolled as a member of
the French Huguenot Church in Norwich, England. From here, about a
century later, some of the descendants of Jacques, in 1708, left for New
New York State, arriving in the Schoharie Valley, along the Hudson River.
This was the period when Queen Anne of England encouraged the French
Huguenots and Palatines to go to New York State instead of to Pennsyl-
vania. Her plan was to populate the Hudson Valley so as to provide
a better defense against the marauding French and Indians, in what is
known as Queen Anne’s French and Indian War. This war was really an
extension of the War of the Spanish Succession then going on in Europe
(Stapleton.)

About the same time, this Boeshore family met with Conrad Weiser
and other Palatines and Huguenots in New York State in 1720 and joined
the Schoharie immigration to the Tulpehocken country of Berks County
in Pennsylvania. This route followed from Lake Oswego in New York
State, thence down the Susquehanna River to the mouth of the Swatara,
and thence up the Swatara to the Tulpchocken section. One of the
Boeshores who was active in this group was Mathias Basehore, born about
1700. The historian, Rupp, to whom we are indebted for much of our
information on the Palatine and Huguenot immigrants, is descended
from this Mathias Basehore. Rupp later became a famous Indian fighter
in the following French and Indian Wars. (Rupp).

Another branch of the Le Baisscur family in Norwich returned to the
Alsace and Bas Rhine sections about 1700. This entire section, comprising
two provinces, was now in France, and was more or less protected from the
severity of religious persecution. This area was predominantly German-
speaking and had belonged to the Hapsburgs. But the treaty of Westphalia
of 1684, which ended the thirty year war in Europe, separated these Ger-
man provinces west of the Rhine and gave them to France. This treaty
guaranteed the Edict of Nantes and when this Edict was revoked by the
French Government, the revocation did not apply to this area — hence,
the many Huguenots in these provinces.

Among this group to settle in the Bas Rhine and Alsace was Jacob
Boeshaar (Baisseur), a cooper by trade. He settled in the town of Deux
Ponts (Two Bridges) in France in 1720. The town of Deux Poats is now
Zweibriicken in the Saar in Germany. A son, John George Boeshore or
later spelled Bashair, born 1717, emigrated to America about 1735,



settling in Tulpehocken Twp. In 1738 he married Maria Catherine Stump.
John George was the ancestor of the Schuylkill County and Tulpehocken
Boeshores while the Mathias referred to above was the ancestor of the
Lebanon and Dauphin County group (Rupp). These two branches of
the same (Le Baisseur) family sct out from the ancestral home in Guyenne,
France about 1610 and by different paths arrived at the same place in
the Tulpchocken country in Pennsylvania, thousands of miles away, across
an ocean, and a century later, about 1732.

August 30, 1738, John George Bashair was granted a Proprietary
Patent by Thomas Penn for 208 acres in Bethel Township, adjoining
Tulpehocken, and situated along Little Swatara Creek (Pennsylvania
Archives). In 1745, along with the families of Christian Frantz 11, John
Frantz and Michael Frantz, John George Bashair helped to organize the
Church of the Brethren (then German Baptist Brethren, or Dunkers) in
Tulpehocken, along the Little Swatara (Brumbaugh). He paid taxes on

the property mentioned above from 1754 to 1781 (Pennsylvania Archives)

and died in 1786, his will being recorded in February 1787 in the Berks
County Courthouse. John George Bashair and his wife, Maria, had the
following children: — Michael, Maria, Catherine, George, Jacob, Dan.el,
Marie Elizabeth and John.

Jacob Boeshore (II), the son of John George, was born in Berks
County about 1740. In 1770, he was an active member of the Little
Swatara Congregation of the Church of the Brethren, became a minister
before 1790 and a Elder in active charge of the Church before 1800.
He was taxable on his father’s land in Bethel, 1782-1790. In 1780 and
1781, he served as a private in Captain Wolf’s Company of Berks County
Militia during the Revolutionary War (Pennsylvania Archives).

Jacob Boeshore married Christina Alderfer, the daughter of Frederick
Alderfer who came to this country in the Ship Samuel, landing T Phila-
delphia, August 11, 1732. ‘This is the same ship which brought our
Christian Frantz I and his family, and also John George Bashair the
father of Jacob. On June 4, 1776, he obtained a Proprietary Patent for
a tract of land in Pine Grove Township (now Schuylkill County) across
the Blue Mountain from Millersburg (now Bethel), which he named
Guienne for the ancestral home in Guyenne, France. He was also taxed
on this property 1775 - 1785 (Pennsylvania, Archives). The U. S. Census
of 1790 listed him as a resident of Berks County (Schuylkill County not
being formed until 1811) with a family of four sons and five daughters. He
died in 1815 and his will was recorded on September 27, 1815, in the
Berks County Court House. Jacob and his wife, Christina, had the follow-
ing nine children: Anna Maria, Christina, Elizabeth, Lydia, George,
Be_n_jgmin, Michael, Jacob, Catharine.

~ Elizabeth Boeshore, daughter of Jacob, was born in Guienne in
Pine Grove Township, then Berks County, on July 31, 1771, and married
Matthias (IV) Frantz. It is of further interest that on April 18, 1797
Matthias purchased Guienne, the plantation and birthplace of Elizabeth.
Guienne remained in the possession of the Frantz family for some time.
(Berks County Courthouse, and Publications of Huguenot Society of
Pennsylvania at Philadelphia).

l,
HISTORY OF HUNSICKER FAMILY

The early home of the Hunsicker famil i i
_ early y was in Switzerland, and t
name was variously spelled as Huntzecker, Hunsinger, Honshooker, Hurlxlt?

zinger and Hunsicker. From Switzerland i
Fna land, they migrated to the Alsace

Our earliest records show a Rudy (I) (Rudolph) Huntzake

;eécelfed a.Proprletary Paten@ from Richard Penn fof‘é)(io acres inrAv;}rlg

, 1740 in Bethel Township, Berks County, (then Lancaster County;
Berks County was established from parts of Lancaster County, etc in
1751.) He was one of the earliest settlers in this township in 1751 and
was a taxable that same year (Pennsylvania Archives). One of the old
landmarks of Bethel Township was the Union Meeting House, for which
the land was given by Rudy. This meeting house was near Hamlin (now
Lebanon County). More land was given by his grandson, Jacob, on August
5, 1826, for the use and benefits of the different congregati,ons in that
part of the country. In 1812, the original building was repaired and in
1859 a new meeting house was built. (History of the Church of the
Brethren of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania). Rudy Huntzaker died

i}l}enlrzlﬁ& leaving the following children: Valentine, Jacob, Christian,

' Christian Hunsicker, son of Rudy, was born about 174

ericksburg in Bethel Township (now Lebanon County), arsldmr:s;dzreh(%s
home at Hamlin. In 1779, he paid taxes in this township (Pennsylvania
Archives). The Archives show that he was recruited as a private in
Captain Casper Stoever’s Company, 3rd Company, 2nd Bm, Lancaster
County Militia from 1781 - 1782. This company was enlisted in Bethel
Township, Lancaster County, as Lebanon County was then part of Berks
and Lancaster County. (Montgomery’s History of Berks County) U.S
Census records of 1790 record a Christian Hunsicker in Bethel Township'aé
having a family of three males and six females. He died about 1810
Christian and his wife, Barbara, are buried at Walmer’s Church in Lebanor;
County. We know the names of only three children of Christian and
Barbara; narpely Elizabeth, Jacob and Phillip III.

Philip Hunsicker, the son of Christian, was born in 1787, i
Township, Lebanon County. He married Mary Ann Nolz gé)rlrrl1 I%I?Fc%
30, 1806, who was of French Huguenot descent. Her ancestors came
from Deux Ponts in the Bas Rhine Province of France and settled in the
Tulpehocken section of Berks County in 1727. By trade, Phillip was a
carpenter and also farmed sixty (60) acres in Bethel Towx’xship.

In the War of 1812, he saw active service in the U.S i
dv_afeng.e of Baltimore and Washington. (Pennsylvania A.rcfzzl"mrflg) = t}l;g
died in 1871 and both he and his wife, Mary Ann, who died in 1846
are buried at Klopp’s Church, where he was a member. Phillip and his
wife had the following eleven children: Polly, Jonathan, Katharine, Bets
Daniel, William, John, Caroline, Sybilla, Henry, Elias. : ’ "

Kathari i P . i
Frantz.a arine Hunsicker (IV), the daughter of Phillip, married Elias (V)
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ELIAS FRANTZ V

Elias Frantz was born in Tulpchocken Township on July 20, 1812.
On October 18, 1833 he married Katherine Hunsicker, born April 3, 1815.
She was the daughter of Phillip Hunsicker and Anna Marie Noll. Phillip
Hunsicker (1787-1871) was born in Bethel Township, Berks County.
Phillip was a farmer and a carpenter, and served in the War of 1812, in ac-
tive service in the defense of Baltimore and Washington. He was descended
from Rudy Huntzaker who received a Proprietary Patent for 200 acres in
Bethel Township April 13, 1751 and was one of the earliest settlers in
this section. The Hunsicker family was of Swiss origin and the Noll family
of French Huguenot background.

Shortly after the founding of Frystown in 1823, Elias Frantz estab-
lished a home there as well as a tannery. Despite a lack of training in this
particular industry, his tannery became known all over the countryside
and was very successful as a financial venture. This was passed on after
his death to his son, Henry, until modern industrial conditions forced it
to close. He built his home in Frystown where it still stands on the south-
west corner at the intersection of the road leading from Frystown to
Hamlin, and the road from Pine Grove to Myerstown (Pa. Rt. 645).

Elias was active in the German Baptist Brethren Church and on June
3, 1875, presented three lots in Frystown to the trustees of the Frystown
Meeting House (Henry Frantz and Moses Gibble) for use as a cemetery.
It is interesting to note that in the deed, as tecorded, is the following:

For the use of the old German Baptist Congregation of the
Little Swatara in the County of Berks and Lebanon and also for
a graveyard which shall belong to said Meeting House, but never-
the less, any person who dies a natural death shall be permitted
to be buried in the said graveyard and a preacher of any denom-
ination can be taken to preach the funeral sermon in the Meeting
House, but the said trustees or their successors shall always
be asked to direct at what place the grave shall be made.

Elias died April 14, 1893, having been predeceased by his wife,
Katherine, November 11, 1886. His will directed that all his personal and
real property be sold and divided equaily among his heirs, the estate being
valued at about $12,000.00 ,

Elias and Katherine Frantz had the foilowing children:—-

Mary Frantz, born July 15, 1839 (married John Sando), died Sept.
25, 1889

Davilla H. Frantz, born October 2, 1840 (Married Lavina Brua),
died May 2, 1916

Isaac H. Frantz, born October 26, 1842 (married Ammaline Miller
and later Lydia Umberger), died May 18, 1901

Henry H. Frantz, born April 23, 1845 (Married Rebecca Batdorf and
later Lydia Merkey), died February 21, 1918

Elias H. Frantz, born March 13, 1847 (married Mary Poorman), died
December 26, 1903

(v ;

Jacob H. Frantz, b ;
dipgd Novisber. %’; SJUIY 4, 1849 (married Martha Weidman),

Catharine H. Frantz, b :
died, Januars 29, 1 ey October 9, 1852 (married Phillip Ziegler),

Josiah H. Frantz, bo i
e gy 192r9n October 25, 1854 (married Mary Smeltzer),

Israel H. Frantz, b : .
June 4, 1940 , born April 1, 1857 (married Kate Bordner), died

Addison H. Frantz, b :
died July 2, 19 425 orn January 23, 1859 (married Kate Segar),

William H. Frantz, born March 13, 1861, died March 18, 1861

E. Harold Frantz, who
5 _ » Who researched and wrote Part I — {istort
ackground of this book, is a grandson of Elias and Ig;thlerinet}é%ﬁrlxssig]’gra)l

Frantz. Genealogies of all Matthias’ chi
Elizabeth, following in Part II gftt?ﬁ?ss bg};fren, R



o b

sristi I did since his will was written on the 20th of January, 1775.
glzngs)trl:)lgalily died at a later date since his will was probated August 6,
1783, by his son and executor Christian IIL £

The first wife of Christian II was Barbara, but vyhen s}}e dlcg is
unknown. His second wife was Magdalena who outlived him an hlS
listed in the 1790 U.S. Census as living in Tulpehocken Townshl’p.d ’]1“ ey
had the following children: Christian 111, Barbara, Margaretha, Mdg. z;) eg?,
Anna, Maria, Fronica, Susannah, Elizabeth. _'I‘l}e daughters were pro 2}11 1y
marricd to John Scharff, Peter Neylands, Christian Wolff, I\_/Ia.rtm Qver \({l -
ser. Peter Eshleman, Frederick Snoke, John Wf:nger and C_hrlstlan Kling. We
car;not be definite of these marriages and to which one of his dauglltf:rs. How};
ever, in the inventory of his estate there is included a 1tgond or note from ?FS
one of the abovementioned persons as well as from his son, Christian. is
may indicate that he also distributed money to his sons-in-law, })ut that
he required a note or bond from each one of them upon which they
paid interest to him until his death.

Christian’s inventory included household goods valued at about 75
lbs. and also notes and bonds amounting to 240 1bs. due from the men
surmised to be his sons-in-law. His total estate exclusive of lands, was
worth about $3000 in U.S. money. A copy of his will filed in the Berks
Courity Courthouse at Reading, Pennsylvania, follows:

The Will of Christian II

In the name of God, Amen, the 27th Jaruary, 17751,
Christic Frantz of Tulpchocken Township, County of Berks
and Province of Penna. yoeman, being old and weak in body,
but of perfect mind and memory, thanks be given unto God
therefor, calling unto mind the mortality of my body, and knowing
that it is appointed for all men once to die, do make and ordain
this my last will and testament, that is to say, principally and first
of all, T give and recommend my soul into the hands of God that
gave it, and for my body, I recommend it to the earth to be
buried in a Christian-like and decent manner at the discretion
of my executors, nothing doubting but at the general resurrection
I shall receive the same again by the mighty power of God, and
as touching such worldly estate where-with it hath pleased God
to bless me in this life, I give and dispose of the same in the
following manuner and form:

It is my will and T do order that in the first place all my just
debts and funeral charges be paid and satisfied.

Item. I give the bequeath unto Magdalena, my beloved
wife, the sum of 1002, to take the same from my cash or ready
money or of the bonds and notes, with all and singular my per-
sonal estate, excepting the remainder part of my ready money,
bonds, obligations, notes and book debts shall be equally divided
among my eight daughters, to-wit, Barbara, Margretha, Magda-
lena, Anna, Maria, Fronica, Susannah and Elizabeth, or to their
respective heirs or representatives, as long as she remains a
widow, and after her decease, then the whole of my personal
estate shall be equally divided among my aforementioned eight
daughters, or to th.ir respective heirs or representatives, as
aforesaid, allowing my son Christian Frantz, 20 shillings for his

%,

first birthright, and allowing my daughter Elizabeth when she
is to be married the sum of 144 as a dower out of my personal
estate because my other daughters have had the same before.
But if Magdalena, my beloved wife, should intermarry or marry
again, then shall she have the aforesaid sum of one hundred
pounds, her bed and bedding, her chest and linen clothes, and
no more, and move off and from my plantation, and then the
residue of the aforesaid mentioned legacy bequethed to her
shall then be equally divided among my aforesaid eight daugh-
ters, or their respective heirs or representatives.

Item. I give and bequeath unto Christian Frantz, my
beloved son, all and singular my plantation, land and tenements
whereon I live, containing 236 acres of land, with all and singular
the buildings and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in any
wise appertaining, unto him my said son, Christian Frantz, his
heirs and assigns forever. Provided, that is, upon this condition
that he, my said son, Christian Frantz, or his heirs, executors or
administrators, shall and do well and fully pay or cause to be paid
unto his eight sisters the sum of 600+, lawful money of Penna.
in manner following, that is to say, 372 10S part thercof in
three months after my death, to my beloved daughter Elizabeth,
374 10S in twelve months next ensuing, to my daughter Barbara,
and soforth yearly and every year, successively, the sum of 37#
108. to each of my daughters according to their age, beginning to
pay Margretha and so forth, as aforesaid, or to their respective
heirs or representatives, until the whole sum of 600+ aforesaid
being fully paid and satisfied , which will make sixteen payments;
and I do further order and it is my will that my son, Christian
Frantz, or his heirs, as a further consideration for my aforesaid
plantation, to pay, make good and deliver yearly unto Magdalena,
my beloved wife, the following: 10 bu. wheat, 4 bu. rye, 15 bu.
oats V5 acre of land for Indian corn, ¥ acre for potatoes, to
dung, to sow and to plant it; ¥ of the garden and to dung it;
244 of statcheld flax or help, 9# of wool, 100 of p?)rk,
50+ of beef, shoes so much she has need of, turnips so much she
wants for eating, and to keep for her a horse or mare and a cow
in fodder, Summer and Winter, as her own creature, and when the
cow stands dry that she may have milk of another cow until she
has milk again; apples, 3 gallons of West India Rum, 2 gallons
of molasses, 9 gallons cyderoil, 1 barrel of cyder, and to bring
the grain in the mill and fetch the meal and bran home again,
fire wood so much she has need of, ready cut fit for using, and
to haul it to her house, and to have the liberty of and to dwell
in the house with my son, Christian Frantz, or his heirs, to have
the use thereof likewise in the kitchen or cellar as I have it at
present, and if they cannot live peaceably together, then my
said son, Christian Frantz, or his heirs, shall pay or cause to be
paid unto Magdalena, my beloved wife, yearly and every year the
sum of 10# in lieu for the aforesaid mentioned articles which
he was to give her yearly, as long-as she remains a widow.

Item. Itis further my will and I do order that the aforesaid
1004 which I have bequeathed unto Magdalena, my beloved

wife, shall be entirely for herself and her heirs, so that she may
LT



do therewith what she pleases. And I do likewise constitute,

make and ordain by beloved son, Christian Frantz, my only and

sole executor of this my last will and testament, and I do hereby

utterly disallow, revoke and disannul all and every other former

testament, wills, legacies, and executors, by me in anyways

before this time named, willed and bequeathed. Ratifying and ‘
confirming this and no other to be my last will and testament. ; *ﬁ;’

It Witness Whereof, I, the said Christian Frantz, have here- i W/ (1» et '/)
; 4 y

unto set my hand seal. Dated the day and year first within

written. :

Signed, Sealed, Published, Pronounced _ 7 P
and Declared by the said Christian Frantz : o by ?’V’
as his last will and testament, in the CHRISTIAN FRANTZ . i{_.u' %/8 ? Y4

presence of us, the subscribers.

Thomas Kurr, Henry Moyer

A ’ 1’7’”‘"//,*47//‘-__
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