1911 }eaiden Lane,
Springfield, Ohio,
Xarch 12, 1947.

}r., Elvin Frantz,
3435 VI, Van Buren St.,
Chicago, 24, I11,

Dear Sir and Cousin:-

I received your letter telling about your contemplat-
ed trip EFast and that you will be in Springfield about April 11 or
thereabouts. Ve will be very glad to have you look us up. There
are many things to be seen in this vicinity that were connected
with your ancestors. I am afraid that so far as my records are
concerned that you are not contemplating stopping over long =x
enough to be able to get much of an idea of the depth of family
research into which I have gone. 7You know I have not confined
Fyself to the HMichael Frantz family, but have gathered data about
different Frantzes wherever found. And there are Frantzes and Exx
Frantzes. Of course I have majored on our line,

If you veant to see enything around here and get an
idea of nmy work, it would be well for you to count on spending a
night with us and at least a half day for riding around. Or per-
haps you are meking other arrangements for entertainment. But
feel free to spend the time with us, if you have no other plans.

There may be a hitch in my being able to go around
with you. I have been a semi invalid for the past year and a
half end just recently underwent an operation, but I should be in
better health by then. But I can surely be with you in our home
if still alive, which I hope to be.

About visiting places in Lancaster County, history has
not been any too good to us, In the first place, there were no
meeting houses in NMichael's time and for about 100 years after-~
ward. Most of the county was still in forest and his getting a-
round was either on horseback or far more likely--on foot. The
roads were ungraded Indian paths through the woods with little to
be seen except a streak of blue sky overhead. An occasional
clearing along the road where a settler had started clearing out
a farm, with a first built houss, which vias often a single room
cabin hastily erescted to tide the family over until opportunity
care to erect a better one. And this house was often without a
floor. It was a fact that the more pretentious houses, many of
which are still in use, were left up to the second generetion.
And there is no record thet I have been able to find, that liichael
I, ever ovwned any land. It is very probable that he just worked
around on the clearings as a day laborer or perhaps just for his
meals, and devoted rmost of his time to the Lord. But there are
three places you might take time to look upe--~----

1 The Middlecreek lleeting House, and ceretery. This is
located between Ephrate and Lititz. Just about helf vay between.
It is located on liiddle Creek. You might pick up a Brethren nin-
ister, as I did, to go with you and act as guide. I got a min-
ister named Gibble, to whom Otho Vinger had gimen re a letter of
introduection. liiddlecreek Church is the heart of wthat was ¥mowm
as Conestvoga Church in lichael's tire. And just through the fence
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in the cemetery you will find a group of graves marked only with
rough field stones. Picture this little group of graves without
the rest of the cemetery and without the church and you have what
is very probably " the little cemetery overlooking the Conestoga”
which the " History of the Church of the Brethren of Eastern Pa.,”
where Michael I, vas buried. According to information I gathered
names of persong in connection with any certain grave is probably
lost forever. 7You can probably consult this chureh history at
Bethany., Then the Whiteoak Church, which vas the other church over
which Michael was overseer was the vicinity of Lititz.

2 Then south of the NMiddlecreek church about 13 miles
is the historic (to us) barn where NMichael, after perhaps preach-
ing a maester piece of a sermon on the barn floor, a2t what is not-
ed in this same history as & " great meeting" led the people
out to tkhe runway where he got a fence rail and placed it divid-
ing the runway, and placing himself on one side, called upon the
Brethren who vianted to remain with the Brethren to take position
on one side of the rail with him and those vho wanted to go with
Conrad Biesgel to step to the other and there and then the Breth-
ren forever divorced themselved from Biessel who had been a dis-
turbing element among them for some years, not adhering to the
church doctrines, This barn is near some oil tanks. The big
round kind of storage tanks, If you locate ‘the tanks, the barn
is just across a little side road, ebout 200 feet from the tanks,

3 The home farm of Michael Frantz II, is along U.S.
Route 222, about 1% miles south and west of Reamstovm. I do not
know who o"ns the farm now. I have an attornmey looking it up
for me now. Expecting sn answer any day. He got a patent to
two tracts in that vicinity from the Penn feamily and it was here
that the =ight sons and one daughter were reared. I can give
you no further information about its location at this time,

There are many Frantzes and related families living
all over that end adjoiring counties at the present time but so
far as I have been able to find out, all descendants of the two
¥ichaels have long since moved to other parts ané as you kmow,
they have alwvays been in the van, moving forever onwvard tovard
the west. Vashington, Oregon and California have oodles of them.

I you get to the Auto Club in Lancasteruhev will
supply you with a map of Lancaster County for 25¢., ‘It is free
if you have a club membership . I didn't so had to pay. 5ut it
is worth it.

I will try to make you a little rav that will locate
these three places for you.

As you neer Springfield, let us know about the time
you will arrive,

There is a Kehneth Prantz from MNorth I'enchester nows
attending Bethany. He is a son of Oscar Frantz who lived at
Holmesville many years. 7You no doubt know him, He vmas recently
married.

Very sincerely yours,

Dore li. Frantz.
P.S.

At lliddlecreek Cemetery, near the graves T rentiored
vou will find the grave of Michael Pf?u+7 vho sufn=ded liichael rran*t

wi t4 his name.
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