


14/1/94

Lorraine Frantz Edwards
P. O. Box 2076

Lancaster, CA 93539-2076

Dear Lorraine,

rage 2, I read your comments. I am interested in the
"free" genealogy software for IBM and compatibles. I
enjoy every page of this publication though I am of
Church of the Brethren descent and so I have not found a
"lead" yet. It is an excellent publication.
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I will write to Commsoft, too, as you suggested.

Enclosed please find a SASE for your reply on the free
software for IBM. .

Thank you.
Sincerely,

Veda Wilson Fatka
1892 Crestwood Lane
Muskegon, MI 49441-4506
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Lorraine Frantz Edwards
POB 2076

Lancaster, CA 93539-2076
Ph: (805) 949-6236

Fri., Feb. 4, 1994

Veda Wilson Fatka
1892 Crestwood Lane
Muskegon, MI 49441-4506

Dear Veda,

Thanks for your letter of Jan. 14th. Sorry it took so long to
answer. We have been so busy at work -- due to the earthquake ~--
that I go home exhasted at night. Things are pretty much "back
to normal”™ in our office so I can relax and think of other things
beside the disaster.

First, it was a total shock to me to see that story "Snowbound"
in the Jan. issue of Mennonite Family History. I had totally
forgotten that I wrote it:; that was years ago! Commsoft moved
several years ago and their correct address is

Commsoft, Inc.

7795 Bell Road

P.O. Box 310

Windsor, CA 95492-0310

Second, I haven't been supplying the free software for years!
I refer folks to the programmer who created the genealogy soft-
ware program called Family History System (FHS). Please write
to: Phillip E. Brown

834 Bahama Dr.

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Many years ago, I used FHS and was really impressed with it.
It is a fine genealogy software program. However, I knew I
wanted to publish my family history and I knew I wanted to
document where every scrap of information came from (sources).
Therefore I made the giant leap from a $35.00 shareware gen-
ealogy software program to $350.00 Roots III. I am producing
family history books and I love Roots III!!! (Commsoft has
begun to market Roots IV but I'm very comfortable with the
earlier program.)

There are many good software programs on the market. Another
inexpensive program you might consider: Personal Ancestral
File (PAF). It is marketed by the L.D.S. (Mormon) Church, has
excellent support, and only costs $35.00 (or a little more).

Third: I'm surprised that you haven't yet found any leads to
your Brethren ancestors. I've found the members to be very
well documented and I have been blessed with more information
than I can process (I am about one year behind on all the data
I have to put into the computer!! Another publication that




you should consider: Fellowship of Brethren Genealogist News-
letter. I don't have their address with me (at work) so will
pen it at the bottom of this letter before I mail it. You'll
want to get your surnames into their Surname Directory and you
may want to write to those in the Surname Directory with your
surnames. Sometimes it takes about two years to make all the
right connections. Actually, I'm saying it took me about two
years to make all the right connections and writing hundreds
of letters. Correspondence is the "key" to success. 1I've
been accused of subsidizing the U.S. Post Office and United
Parcel (ha).

OK, here is another "key" to my success: I have Bishop
Michael Frantz as my immigrant ancestor. He was an early
leader in the Brethren Church and much revered. Almost every-
one in the (0l1d Order) 0Old German Baptist Brethren have Frantz
ancestry too. When I began to make contact with members of
the 0.G.B.B. the flcod-gates of information swung wide open
and I have been inundated with data. I go to their Annual
Meetings and meet all my fifth and sixth cousins. I love all
my O.G.B.B. cousins!! They are so hospitable, kind, loving,
thoughtful, considerate.... They are "not of this world" but
of an earlier time and persuasion. If you don't already know,
they are similar to the Amish and 0ld Order Mennonite. They
don't own TV's, radios, tape recorders, etc, etc. They. are
very family oriented, devote Christians. Because of Frantz
ancestry, and theirg,and because of my love for the Lord
Jesus, I am warmly welcomed at their annual meetings and at
their Love Feast(s).

Well enough of that. No, I didn't attend college in Mt. Morris,
Illinois, but it was probably af' Frantz "cousin" that your
brothers knew.

In closing, my daughter lives in Michigan. She and her family
live in the Upper Peninsula: Garden Corners. I visit there
frequently. I wouldn't want to be in Michigan now because of
the cold and snow. I'1ll ride out the earthquakes in Southern
California instead.

Good luck with your research. Hope you find a software gen-
ealogy program that you like.

Best wishes,
‘&\Qg(jgcxxiwyku/

Lorraine Frantz Edwards






Lorraine Frantz Edwards
P.O. Box 2076

Lancaster, CA 93539-2076
Ph: (805) 949-6236
Friday, February 4, 1994

John F. Murray
303 E. Indiana St.
Kouts, IN 46347 -- i ~'%

Dear John and Marilyn.,

Thanks for your letter of Jan. 24th. Sorry it took so long to
answer. We have been so busy at work -- due to the earthquake --
that I go home exhausted at night. Things are pretty much "back
to normal” in our office so I can relax and think of other things
beside the disaster.

First, it was a total shock to me to see that story "Snowbound"
in the January issue of Mennonite Family History. I had totally
forgotten that I wrote it; that was years ago! Commsoft moved
several years ago and their correct address is:

Commsoft, Inc.

7795 Bell Road

P.O. Box 310

Windsor, CA 95492-0310

Second, I haven't been supplying the free software for years!
I refer folks to the programmer who created the genealogy soft-
ware program called Family History System (FHS). Please write
to: ‘ Phillip E. Brown

834 Bahama Dr.

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Many years ago, I used FHS and was really impressed with it.
It is a fine genealogy software program. However, I knew I
wanted to publish my family history and I knew I wanted to
document where every scrap of information came from (sources).
Therefore I made the giant leap from a $35.00 shareware gen-—
ealogy software program to $350.00 Roots III. I am producing
family history books and I love Roots III!!! (Commsoft has
begun to market Roots IV but I'm very comfortable with the
earlier program.)

Third: There was no "enclosed sample”" so I don't know what you
were referencing. There are many genealogy software programs
on the market and some have unique features (drop charts, boxes,
etc, etc) so you may have to buy and try. Of course, be sure
that the other programs have GEDCOM so you can export from PAF
to the new software. Sorry I can't be of more assistance.

Before the year is out, I hope to get my family history to the
publisher. 1I'm preparing a book on descendants of Immigrant
Michael Frantz, early Bishop in the Brethren (Dunkard) church



in Pennsylvania. 1 have over 19,000 Frantz, and collateral
lines, in my computer database. I also have Naff/Neff that
married into the Frantz family. 1If I sent a copy of some
incomplete Naff/Neff families, would you be able to supply
"additions and corrections"?? Let me know; enclosed find
SASE for your convenience.

I see you have Zug in your ancestry. My "Zug" is Ulric Zug
and his daughter Magdalena Zug; Magdalena was married to
Michael Frantz II. Most of my 19,000 Frantz, and collateral
lines, are therefore descendants of Ulric Zug!!

Best wishes from rockin' and rollin' Southern California.
Fortunately I had absolutely no damage but lots of damage
within fifty miles.
Sincerely,

F )

PO oo/

Lorraine Frantz Edwards






Lorraine Frantz Edwards
P.0O. Box 2076

Lancaster, CA 93539-2076
Ph: (805)949-6236

April 8, 1994

James D. Lea
6230 Bayou Bridge
Houston, TX 77096

Dear Mr. Lea,
Thanks for your letter of March 29th.

First, it was a total shock to me to see the story "Snow-
bound” in the January issue of Mennonite Family History.
I had totally forgotten that I wrote it; that was years
ago!! Commsoft moved several years ago and their address
is:

Commsoft, Inc.

7795 Bell Road

P.O. Box 310

Windsor, CA 95492-0310

Second, I haven't been supplying the free software for
years!! I refer folks to the programmer who created the
genealogy software program called Family History System
(FHS). Please write to:

Phillip E. Brown

834 Bahama Dr.

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Many years ago, I used FHS and was really impressed with
it. IT IS A FINE GENEALOGY SOFTWARE PROGRAM. However, I
knew I wanted to publish my family history and I knew I
wanted to document where every scrap of information came
from (sources). Therefore I made the giant leap from a
$35. sharewvare genealogy software program to $350. Roots3.
I am producing family history books and I love Roots3!!
(Commsoft has begun to Market Roots IV but I'm very com-
fortable with the earlier program.)

There are many good software programs on the market.
Good luck on finding the genealogy software that meets
your needs.

Respectfully, |

< ()

J\ NEANLE ovw\'\,cJ
Lorraine Frantz Edwards

P.S. It's customary to send SASE with your requests. I'm
not a company; I'm a struggling family historian, too.







Lorraine Frantz Edwards
P.0O. Box 2076

Lancaster, CA 93539-2076
Ph: (805)949-6236

May 27, 1994

Jeannine Janzen
P.O. Box 66
Elbing, KS 67041-0066

Dear Jeannine,
Thanks for your letter of May 17th, 1994.

First, it was a total shock to me to see the story "Snow-
bound" in the January issued of Mennonite Family History.
I had totally forgotten that I wrote it:; that was years
ago!!  Commsoft moved several years ago and their address
is: Commsoft, Inc.

7795 Bell Road

P.O. Box 310

Windsor, CA 95492-0310

Second, I haven't been suppl%ﬁghe free software for years!!
I refer folks to the programmer who created the genealogy
software program called Family History System (FHS). Please
write: Phillip E. Brown

834 Bahama Dr.

Tallahassee, FL 32301

Many years ago, I used FHS and was really impressed with it.
IT IS A FINE GENEALOGY SOFTWARE PROGRAM. However, I knew I
wanted to publish my family history and I knew I wanted to
document where every scrap of information came from (sources).
Therefore I made the giant leap from a $35. shareware gen-
ealogy software program to $350. Roots 3. I am producing
family history books and I love Roots3!! (Commsoft has be-—
gun to market Roots IV but I'm very comfortable with the
earlier program.)

There are many good software programs on the market. Good
luck on finding the genealogy software that meets your
needs.

Respectfully,
#‘(ﬁ%‘kw
Lorraine Frantz Edwards

P.S. 1It's customary to send SASE with your requests. I'm
not a company: I'm a struggling family historian, too.



