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Guy Walters Cowherd was born Nov. 12th 1881 near 
Bull Skin, Shelby Co. KY 

Edith Frances Cowherd was born Thurs. April 2nd, 
1885 near Bull Skin, Shelby Co. KY 

May Waller Cowherd was born Saturday Feb. 12th 
1887 Shelby Co. KY 

Herbert Douglas Cowherd was born July 26th 1889 near 
Dry Run Shelby Co. KY 

Bruce Elberton Cowherd was born Dec. 13th 1891 near 
Bullskin Creek, Shelby Co. KY 

George Gilbert Cowherd was born March 6th 1896 in 
Shelby Co. KY 

Deaths: 
Gertrude A. Cowherd died Dec. 11th 1890 
Maria F. Cowherd departed this life Dec. 1st 1896 5 
P.M. 

Waller D. Cowherd died Jan. 7th at 4 o'clock A.M. 
1897 

Herbert D. Cowherd died Sept. 17th 1898 
Mae Waller Cowherd died in El Paso TX six P.M. 
September 14th 1914 

Guy W. Cowherd died in Birmingham AL May 11th 
1916 

JOHN CONWARD BIBLE 
Births: 

John Coward was born January 15th 1784 
Sarah Coward, his wife was born August 19th 1791 
Polly Coward was born July 27th 1807 
George Henry Coward was born November 15th 1809 
Overton Coward was born November 9th 1811 
Catherine Coward was born April 12th 1815 
Douglas Coward was born February 7th 1817 
Elberton Coward was born February 5th 1821 

Marriages: 
John Coward, son of Rueben Coward and Sarah Doug- 

las were married January 7th, 1806 
Ambrose Dudley Waller and Catherine Coward were 

married December 23rd 1838 
Deaths: 

John Coward died May 31st 1822 
Sarah Coward Died June 17, 1834 
Overton Coward died May 4th, 1831 

DEEDS 
Jonathan Coward of Culpepper Co and Reuben Travis 

Coward of Orange Co. 26th of April 1764 Deed Book 
13 Page 404 Orange County, VA 

Jonathan Coward of Culpepper Co. and Reuben Travis 
Coward of Orange Co. 27th Sept. 1770 Deed Book 15 
P. 244 Orange Co. VA 

WILLS: 
Reuben Travis Coward executed 25th day of March 

1828 Shelby Co. KY 
Will Book 9 page 56 probated May term 1830 
Sons: John, William, Reuben 
Daughters: Elizabeth Childers, Agnes Moore, Sally 
Briant, Eleanor Bailey, Nancy Lewis, Susanna 
Briant 

Executor: Will Briant 
Witnesses: Samuel Bryant, James Ford 

FRANCE/FRANTZ 
BIBLE RECORDS 

S. K. FRANCE BIBLE RECORDS 
Births: 

S. K. France born April 18, 1818 
Sarah E. France born November 17, 1839 
Sarah A. Smith born Sept. 7, 1857 
Henry G. Smith born Feb. 2, 1859 
Molly Smith born April 8, 1861 
Thomas Alex Smith born March 27, 1864 
Ray Miller France born Sept. 23, 1870  

Jennie May France born Sept. 6, 1872 
Samuel J. Tilden France born Jan. 19, 1877 
Claud Duwail France born Dec. 24, 1873 
Ann May Stitt, (dau. of Molly Smith) born Feb. 6, 1880 

Marriages: 
S. K. France and Sarah E. Smith were marrried March 

8th 1870 
Deaths: 

Henry G. Smith died June 4th 1863 
Ray Miller France died Aug. 2, 1918 
Mrs. Sarah E. France died Dec. 20, 1919 
Claude France died July 2, 1922 
Sarah Ann Still died Dec. 16, 1942 
Jennie May Uhing died Oct. 31, 1943 
Samuel K. France died Nov. 15, 1895 age 77 years. 
Samuel J. Tilden France died Feb. 14, 1960 

CEMETERY RECORDS 
From St. Jacob's Cemetery, South Bend, Armstrong 
County, PA 

Abraham Frantz 1825-1900 
Catherine Frantz 1831-1898 
John Frantz departed this life June 5 A.D. 1854 Aged 64 

yrs., 4 mos. & 4 ds. 
Mary, Wife of John Frantz Died April 16, 1851 Aged 58 

yr. 7m. & 27 Ds. In Memory of Jacob Frantz who De- 
parted this life April 18th, 1832 Aged 69 

Elizabeth Wife of Jacob Frantz Sr. Died Oct. 12, 1852 
Aged 86 Yr. 9 M. & 25 Ds. 

ORPHANS COURT RECORDS 
All the following records refer to the wife and children of 
one Abraham Frantz, deceased. All the records are 
from the Orphan's Court at Hanna's Town, 
Westmoreland County, PA. 

Guardianship Appointments 
The court appoints Thomas Simpson to be Guardian 

over the estate of Jacob Frantz at the request of 
Catherine Frantz (Mother of said Jacob Frantz) he 
being the age of fourteen years. 

The court appoints Jacob Machlin to be Guardian over 
the Estates of Barbara, Abraham, Elizabeth, Mary 
Catherine, Sarah, and Isaac Frantz, Minors of Abra- 
ham Frantz, deceased during their minority and 
being under the age of fourteen years. 

Court of the 5th of February 1782. Justices Charles 
Forman, Christopher Truby, Michael Huffnagel 

Administration Receipts 
13th day of March 1782 
Presented by Administrators Catherine Frantz and 

Thomas Williams 7th April 1782 
Presented by Administrators Catherine Frantz and 
Thomas Williams 	. 

FRANKLIN 
BIBLE RECORDS 
RICHARD AND EMILA FRANKLIN 

Births: 
Richard Franklin was born June 27th 1817 
E. B. Calhoun was born May the 11th 1826 
Mary W. Franklin was born Sept. 29th 1847 
Millie C. Franklin was born Nov. 10th 1834 
David Wilson Pursley was born April 22, 1842 
Richard F. Pursley was born July 16, 1866 
Jimmie C. Pursley was born Nov. 15, 1868 
Daisy (Burtch) Pursley was born Sept. 10, 1870 
Mary Bird Pursley was born Aug. 3, 1893 
Mildred Burtch Pursley was born Feb. 13, 1895 
M. 0. Box Sr. Born Jan. 14, 1886 

Marriages: 
Richard Franklin and Emila B. Calhoun was married 

17th of December 1846 

4 
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Our Mennonite Immigrants 

My Swiss Wenger Ancestry 
by C. Pauline Walters* 

What a wonderful adventure it would have been to have 
"tagged along" with our ancestors in years past. To have 
learned first hand some of their habits, some of their sayings, 
and main events in theirlife, would have been an experience. 
I wasn't able to do that, but our Wenger historian, Rev. Roger 
Winger, who has researched our early ancestors, gave a good 
glimpse of each of our Wengers in his Wenger clan notes. 

He says the "Wen" in Wenger meant "wide, extended 
meadows, as they are located on fertile hillsides", and many 
villages in Switzerland begin with "Wen" or "Wan". 

Our ancestor, Hans Wenger, Sr., was a weaver in Bern, 
Switzerland, and was among those Mennonites who suffered 
persecution at the hands of the authorities. He died in Switz-
erland. (There were also other Hans Wengers in Switzerland). 

After his death, they continued to persecute his widow, 
demanding that she attend the state church at least once a year, 
to acknowledge faith in its' doctrines, and to show a willingness 
to recognize its authority. 

Some of her relatives did this, but the widowed mother felt 
she should stand up for her own convictions. So when the 
soldiers came to arrest her, she was concealed by her friends in 
a cellar between a double wall. 

The soldiers noticed the wall, but must have felt that there 
was no hiding place there, for they gave up the search and left. 
However, the family, knowing from experiences that they 
would come again, disposed of what they could among friends, 
and leaving the rest, they escaped Switzerland by night to come 
to America. 

IMMIGRANT HANS WENGER JR. 

One of Hans Wenger, Sr.'s sons, Hans Wenger, Jr., their 
oldest son, had already left Switzerland the year before and 
went to Zwiebrucken. But, for reasons unknown, probably 
more persecution, he came to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 
America on September 16, 1748. 

Hans settled in Bethel Township near the present 
Jonestown, in what is now Lebanon County, Pennsylvania. 
The next year, his widowed mother, with two sons, Christian  

and Michael, arrived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on Sep-
tember 9, 1749, and they settled in Rapho Township, Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. Hans Wenger, Jr. was my great grand-
father. 

IMMIGRANT CHRISTIAN WENGER 

Christian Wenger, Hans Jr.'s brother, was issued a war-
rant for a grant of land in Rapho Township on October 19, 
1750. It was surveyed to him on May 14, 1761. He died soon 
after this, and the land was patented to his son, John Wenger, 
on December 27, 1764. Christian had two daughters, Cather-
ine Wenger married Jacob Sider, and Anna Housey Wenger 
married Henry Darnude of Canada. 

Christian's son John later spelled his name Winger. He 
was founder of the Brethren in Christ Church in Lancaster 
County and was its second ordained minister. With his family 
and others he went to Stevensville, Ontario, Canada, near the 
mouth of Black Creek, on the Niagara. 

John had four children: Christian II, John, Jr., Peter and 
Barbara. Christian 11 died in 1842. His wife was Eve???. They 
had a son Peter, born March 12, 1821, who married Lydia 
Fortney on February 18, 1842. She died on December 12, 
1844, and is buried in Canada. 

Peter then married Susanna Wildfang. They moved to 
Kitchener, Ontario and in 1857 moved to Elkhart, Indiana. 
Susanna died in Elkhart on October 31, 1864 and is buried in 
the Olive Mennonite Church Cemetery. 

Their children were Absolem, Joel, Catherine, David, 
Eva, Jonathan, and Herschelrode. In 1872, they moved to 
Moundridge, Kansas, where they died and are buried. 

Peter's children had changed their name back to Wenger. 
They were all Mennonites, but in Canada they all belonged to 
the Brethren in Christ Church. 

Peter's son, Absolem, married a Mennonite, Sarah Holde-
man on August 8, 1875. Their children were Helena, Emma, 
Anna, Frances, Frank, Conrad, Elizabeth, Martha, Mary, and 
John. Frank was a preacher in the Church of God in Christ 
Mennonite, as was also his son Harry, in Moundridge, Kansas. 

IMMIGRANT MICHAEL WENGER 
*C. Pauline Walters, 1812 Hillcrest Drive, Crawfordsville, IN 47933, is 

a descendant of Immigrant Hans Wenger Jr. married to Anna Shirk, through 
their son, Martin Wenger (1742-1815) married to Anna Gingerich. Michael Wenger, Christian and Hans' brother, came to 
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America with their mother and Christian on the ship, "St. 
Andrew". On the ship list, his name was spelled Wagner. On 
an assessment list in Lebanon County, Pennsylvania in 1750, 
his name was also spelled Wagner. 

After his death, when his children received the farm, 
which had Wenger in it, they spelled their name Wenger. He 
had two sons, John and Isaac, and a daughter Anna Wenger. 

John Wenger I, son of Christian Wenger I, had a cemetery 
on his farm in Stevensville, Ontario, Canada, known as the 
Wenger and Boroland Cemetery. He was the one who started 
the Brethren in Christ Church in Pennsylvania, but also 
founded the Tunker Church in Canada. 

In 1932, the joint council of the Tunker Church put a new 
gravestone on his grave, which reads, "Sacred to the memory 
of Bishop John Wenger, one of the founders of the River 
Brethren Church in U.S.A. 1787, and founder of Tunker 
Church in Canada 1793. He fell asleep in Jesus 1828." 

Most of our Wengers came from Wenger, located in the 
canton of Bern, Switzerland. Wenger is a very pretty village, 
quite popular as a resort in all seasons. 

MY WENGER ANCESTRY 

I am descended through Immigrant Hans Jr.'s seventh 
child. Much of the following information was compiled by 
Rev. Roger Winger. 

1. Hans Wenger, Sr., died in Switzerland 
Widow came to America in 1748 

11. Hans Wenger, Jr., 1705-June 1, 1772 
1748 Immigrant 
m. Ann Shirk, d. 1771 in Pa. 

Eight children, of whom Martin was seventh. 
117. Martin Wenger, 1742-Sept. 23, 1815 

b. Europe, d. near Chambersburg, Pa. 
m. 1) Anna Gingerich, 1743-Aug. 16, 1793 

Anna was the daughter of Yost and Anna 
(Huber) Gingerich and granddaughter of 
Jacob and Anna Huber (Hoover). 

m. 2) Catherine Funk 
12. Michael Wenger, d. Jan. 15, 1791 
13. Christian Wenger 
14. Martin Wenger 

Martin (117) was in the Revolutionary War, listed as Pri-
vate, 3rd class, residing in Green Township, Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania (later Franklin County, Pennsylvania). 
He was in Co. E, 4th Battalion, Cumberland County Militia, 
commanded by Capt. Joseph Culbertson and Lt. Samuel Cul-
bertson, 1781. 

Martin's father, Hans Wenger, Jr., started a cemetery in 
Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, where ten generations of 
Wengers are buried. 

Martin Wenger (117) owned a hempmill. Today, a stone 
from this mill can be seen from the Pennsylvania Turnpike. 
The mill was erected in 1791 at Silvan, along the Concockeque 
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Creek, Green Township, Franklin County, Pennsylvania. Flax 
and hemp were among the home-grown products that supplied 
many of the needs of our ancestors. 

Martin owned a total of 1,000 acres in different tracts. He 
also owned land in Canada. Martin and Anna Gingerich 
Wenger's children were: 

1171. John Wenger, 1765-1848 
m. Elizabeth Hoover (my ancestor) 
dau. of John Hoover 

1172. Joseph Wenger, 1767-1840 (my ancestor) 
m. Chatrina/Catrina Hoover, d. 1832 in Va., 

dau. of John and Elizabeth Hoover (117 1) 
Joseph later changed his name to Winger. 
He lived in Canada for a short time. 

11721. Henry Wingert, Jan. 23, 1800-Aug. 
16, 1881. 

m. 1822 Magdaline Frantz, April 17, 
1798-Sept. 6, 1880, dau. of 
Michael and Magdaline (Zug) 
Frantz. 

1173. Martin Wenger, 1769-died young 
1174. Christian Wenger, b. 1771 
1175. Elizabeth Wenger, b. 1774 

m. John Detwiler 
1176. Michael Wenger, b. 1776 

m. Magdalena Lehman 
dau. of Daniel Lehman, first Mennonite 
minister in Franklin Co., Pa. 

1177. Abraham Wenger, b. 1777 
m. Catherine Sollenberger 

14 children 
1178. Barbara Wenger, b. 1781 

m. George Eby, lived in Canada 
1179. Martin Wenger, Jr., b. 1799 
1170. Katharine Wenger, b. 1800 

Henry Wingert (11721) was the first of this family to add 
a"t" to the end of his surname. He was born in Franklin County, 
Pennsylvania, and died in Montgomery County, Indiana. 
Magdaline, his wife, was born in Virginia, and died in Mont-
gomery County, Indiana. 

In 1822, they were married in Botetourt County, Virginia, 
and became members of the Dunkard Church. 

I am descended through their son, Jacob (1829-1898) m. 
to Juliann Matilda Ashwell (d. 1920). Jacob operated a flour-
ishing brick factory near Whitesville, Montgomery County, 
Indiana. He was a member of the Dunkard Church, until talk 
of a new church for Whitesville began, when he became a 
founding member. 

One of Jacob's daughters, Sarah Magdaline (1861-1948), 
m. James Rendel (1883-1900), and became my grandparents. 
They had a son, Orval Wingert Rendel, who had a daughter, 
Pauline Rendel Walters. 

This is a family we can look back to with pride and 
appreciate what they contributed to make America what it is 
today! 
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